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American History Leaflets. 

COLONIAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL 
. EDITED BY 
ALBERT BU5HNBLL HART and EDWARD CHANNlNa ^ 

Of Harvard Ualrartltr. 

Price, per copy, 10 Cents, 

These Leaflets are designed to promote the scientific method of tXudying 
history from its documents, and furnish in convenient form and at a 
moderate price copies of original documents that have become famous in 
our colonial and constitutional history as the outcome of some Important 
crisis, or as exponents of the theories underlying our form of government 
Each Leaflet contains a brief historical introduction and bibliography to aid 
further investigation by the student. 

1.— The Letter of Columbus to Luis de Sent Angel aaneunclng hIS' 

Discovery, with Extracts from his Journal. 
Z— The Ostend Manifesto. 1854. 

3. — ^Extracts from the Sagas describing the Vosrages to VInland. 
4.— Extracts from Official Declarations of the United States embodying 

the Monroe Doctnne. 1789-1891. 
5. — Documents illustrating the Territorial Development of the United 

Stotes. 1763-1769. 
6. — ^Extracts from official Papers relating to the Bering Sea Controvert* , 

1790-1892. 
7.— The Articles of Confederation of the United Coloniee of New 

England. 1643-1684. 
8.— Exact Text of the Constitution of the United Sutes. /Vow fi§ 

OiiguuU Manuscripts. 1787-1870. 
9. — Documents describing the Voyage of John Cabot In 1497. v^ 
10. — Covemor McDufOe's Message on the Slavery Question. 1835.^ 
• ] 1.— ^Jefferson's Proposed Instructions to the Virginia Delegates, 1774* 

and the Original Draft of the Declaration of Independence, 1776. 
12.— Ordinances of Secession and other Documents. 1860-1861. 
13. — Coronado*s Journey to New Mexico and the Great Plains. 1540-42, 
14.-*Plans of Union. 1696-1780. 
15w— The Virginia and Kentucky Resohitions, with the Allen, SodWeii 

and other Acts. 1798-1799. 
16«— Documents Illustrating the Territorial Development of the United 

States. 1584-1774. ^ 

17w7-Documents relating to the Kansas-Nebraska Act 1854. 
18d— Lincoln's Inaugural and First Message to Congress. .1861. 
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19.— Extracts from the Navigation Acts. 1645-1696. 
20.— The Exact Text of the Articles of Confederation, with the Fraitklin 
and Dickinson Drafts. Fivm ih£ Original Manuscripts. 1776- 
1781. 
21.-»The Stamp Act. 1765. 

22.— Documents illustrating State Land Claims and Cessions. 1 776-1 802. 
23.— Extracts from the E)red Scott Decision. 1857. 
24:— Documents relative to the Bank Controversy. 1829-1833. 

All of the above numbers are now ready for delivery. Pricet 10 Cents 
per number. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

J The following six numbers will be issued bf-^nonthly in the months of 
January, March, May, July, September and November, 1896. 
Annual subscription, 60 cents. Price, per number, 10 cents. 

i 25. — Extracts from the Massachusetts Body of Liberties. 1641. 

26. — Extracts from Lincoln's State Papers. Dec. 1861-March 1865. 
I _ 27.— The Early History of Virginia. Extracts from John Smith's 7hi# 

I Relation, etc. 

28.— Proposals to Amend the Articles of Confederation. 1 780-1 787. 
^ 29.— The Early History of Plymouth. Extracts from Bradford and Mount. 
t - ^ 30.— ConstituUonal Doctrines of Webster, Hayne, and Calhoun. 1828- 
p - 1833. 

I SOMB PRESS AND OTHBR COMMBNTS. 

i^ ** The * I^^aflett * which the profetson of American History at Harvard have been 

* editing during the past three years, afford in tvtry respect the best available material 

. for the study uf our national history in preparatory scnools and lower college grades. 

', Each leaflet presents a single document, or group of documenu most intimately asso- 

ciated, chosen with the design of affording to the student the means of reading and 
'T studying f r himself the exact language and meaning of the document in question."— 

•^ ** A file cf these leaflets is a necessity to erery library.**— iV^M Firlr W^rld. 

** These exiracu from original documents, made by most competent hands, are 
^ intended to faciliute the study of American History in the original documenu by those 

unable to reach large libraries, or by school classes without tne time or ability to find 

and consult the Sute papers.'*— Bvofc Newt, 

i **Oesigned to encourage the method of studying and teaching History by means of 

'^^ the original sources.*'— ^Ifwo/s i/ Awmicom Jcadimy i/FUUieal tmd Soeiai Seimot. 

L' ** These leaflets sre valuable aids to the scientific study of history through its im- 

i portant documents : sute papc -s which have had a disUnct influence on the conduct of 

I ^ tlic sute being published in this form at a trifling cost."— ^prinA/lcId BtpmMcm, 
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J It aeems to ase that your History Lcsfleta ought to be fai the hands o# every 

^ ' SEmTlT]^***'^ ^ American History."-^. J>.l HlH ii!ifham^ Pliw t fpti ^ gtkmii, 

A. LOVBLL a. CO.t PublUhers, 
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**AUraeiive to t/te degree oj faedTiation. " 

Studies in Philology. 

Bjr FREDERIC GARLANDA, FILD^ 

Prof, of Ensllsb and Anglo-Saxon In tlio Univcritlty of Romo, Italy. 

l.—PHILOSOPHY OP WORDS. 

A Popular Introduction to tub SoiKNcit or Lanquaob. 

ISfM. OML Price. $1M. 

SuiocABY: I.— Introduction. II.— Sounds and Language. III.-' 
Tho English Language : Houhkiiold Words, Ciiuucii Words, Words 
OK SociKTY, Poutical Wouds. IV.— Comparative Grammar. V.— 
Ontllnes of the History of the Science of Language. VI.— The ques- 
tion of tho Origin of Language. VH.— Comimratlve Mythology. 
VIII.— Languages and Races : Local and Family Names. IX. — Lan- 
guage and Education. 

It Is the only work which expUilns In a really papular way the latest 
results of the Science of Language. 

<* I read It with much Interest, and recommended it to the young 
men at Oxford.**— Jfoop MvUer. 

** It is not extravagant to say that It reade like a romance. The Phi- 
losophy of Words i» prereminenUy a volume for the library table and 
for the pocket of an nabitual reader. The author calls it ' a popular 
introduction to the science of language,* and in that field it is probably 
mtHvaOed.**- i2. H. Stoddard. 

II.— THE FORTUNES OP WORDS. 

TWBNTY LBTTBRS TO A LaDY ON THR LiFB, GROWTH AND ChaNGBS 

OF Words. 
ISmo. Cloth. PrioCj $1.60. 

It describes in very attractive style the changes in signification that 
have come over wonls, and gives a popular account of the latest re- 
sults of philological research. 

Extract from Tablr of Contents : — Science of Language ; Etymol* 
ogy and History of Words; The Idea of Root; Changes in Personal 
and Local Names ; History and Connection of Familiar Words ; Devel- 
opment of Ethical Feelings studied in Words; Superstitions of Lan- 
guage; Slang— Its Merits and Demerits. 
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133pp. With an illustration. Cloth. Price SO 
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CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH'S TRUE RELA- 
TION, z6o8. 

Captain John Smith's Tntf Rtiaiiopi^ which \% sometimes cited from its 
running headline, as AVn>^//r<yM Kir^iM/Vi, is the earliest printed account 
of the settlement at Jamestown. It appeared at London in black 
letter in a small quarto in 160S ; from a copy of this edition, which is 
preserved in the Harvard College Library, the present reprint is made. 
The best edition is that issued with copious notes and introduction by 
Dr. Charles Deane in 1866. As will be noticed Captain John Smith, in 
the account of his captivity (pp. 14-17) made no mention of the romantic 
saving of his life by Pocahontas, Powhatan* s daughter. He first told 
this dramatic incident in his Geturail HUtwii which was published in 
1624. From this Dr. Deane and many other scholars are inclined to 
doubt Smith's veracity. 

In this edition the spelling, capitalisation, and punctuation of the 
edition of 160S are preserved except as to the peculiarities of the black 
letter type and as to the contractions, which are here printed in full. 
For further information the student should consult Deane's edition 
of the Relation and Winsor*s America^ III, 153 and ill. Th« best 
sutement of the case in favor of Smith was made by William Wirt 
Henry in the Proceediugs of the Virginia Historical Society for 1883. 
Other references are given in Channing and Hart's Guide t§ tki Study rf 
American History^ p. a$f. 
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CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH'S TRUE RELATION, 1608. 

A 
True relation of such ^currences and acci- 
dents OF NOTE, A8 hath H/ifilfh IN VIRGINIA, SINCE 
THE FIRST PLANTING OF THAT COLLONY, WHICH IS 
NOW RESIDENT IN . Jl^E SoUTH PART THEREOF, TILL 
THE LAST RETURNS. *^' 

Kinde 5/>, commendations retnembred, &c. You shall 
understand that after many crosses in the downes by tern* 
pests wee arrived safely uppon the Southwest part of the 
great Canaries : within foure or five daies after we set saile 
for Dominica^ the 26. of Aprill : the first land we made, wee 
fell with Cape Henry^ the verie mouth of the Bay of Chissia- 
piacke^ which at that present we little expected, having by a 
cruell storme bene put to the Northward : anchoring in this 
Bay twentie or thirtie went a shore with the Captain, and in 
comming aboard, they were assalted with certaine Indians, 
which charged them within Pistoll shot : in which conflict, 
Captaine Archer and Mathew Morton were shot : wherupon 
Captaine Newport seconding them, made a shot at them, 
which the Indians little respected, but having spent their 
arrowes retyred without harme, and in that place was the 
Box opened, wherin the Counsell for Virginia was nominated : 
and arriving at the place where wee are now seated, the 
Counsell was sworn, and the President elected, which for 
that yeare was Maister Edm. Maria Wingfield^ where was 
made choice for our scituation, a verie fit place for the erect- 
ing of a great cittie, about which some contention passed 
betwixt Captaine JVingfield 2Lnd Captaine Gosnold ' notwith- 
standing all our provision was brought a shore, and with as 
much speede as might bee wee went about our fortifica- 
tion. 

The two and twenty day of Aprill, Captain Newport and 
my selfe with divers others, to the number of twent]r two 
persons, set forward to discover the River, some fiftie or 
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sixtie miles, finding it in some places broader, and in $omc 
narrower, the Countrie (for the moste part) on each side 
plaine high ground,* with many fresh Springes, the people in 
all places kindely intreating us, daunsing and feasting us 
with strawberries, Mulberies, Bread, Fish, and other their 
Countrie provisions wherof we had plenty : for which Cap- 
taine Newport kindely requited their least favours, with Bels, 
Pinnes, Needles, beades or Glasses, which so contented 
them that his liberallitie made them follow us from place to 
place, and ever kindely to respect us. In the midway stay- 
ing to refresh our selves in a little He foure or five savages 
came unto us which described unto us the course of the 
River, and after in our iourney, they often met us, trading 
with us for such provision as wee had, and ariving at 
Arsatecke^ hee whom we supposed to bee the chiefe King of 
all the rest, moste kindely entertained us, giving us in a 
guide to go with us up the River to Powhatan^ of which 
place their great Emperor taketh his name, where he that 
they honored for Kine; used us kindely. But to finish this 
discoverie, we passed on further, where within an ile [a 
mile ?] we were intercepted with great craggy stones in the 
midst of the river, where the water falleth so rudely, and 
with such a violence, as not any boat can possibly passe, 
and so broad disperseth the streame, as there is not past 
five or sixe Foote at a low water, and to the shore scarce 
passage with a barge, the water fioweth foure foote, and the 
freshes by reason of the Rockes have left markes of the 
inundations 8. or 9. foote : The south side is plaine low 
ground, and the north side high mountaines, the rockes 
being of a gravelly nature, interlaced with many vains of 
glistring spangles. That night we returned to FowhataH : 
the next day (being Whitsunday after dinner) we returned to 
the fals, leaving a mariner in paun with the Indians for a 
guide of theirs, hee that they honored for. Kine followed ut 
by the river. That aftemoone we trifled in looking upon the 
Rockes and river (further he would not goe) so there we 
erected a crosse, and that night taking our man at Paw- 
hatanSf Cap. Newport congratulated his kindenes with a 
Gown and a Hatchet : returning to Arseieeke^ and stayed 
there the next day to observe the height therof, and so 
with many signes of love we departed. The next day the 
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^ueene of Agdmatack kindely intreated us, her people being 
no lesse contented then the rest, and from thence we went 
to another place (the name whereof 1 doe not remember) 
where the people shewed us the manner of their diving for 
Mussels, in which they iinde Pearles. 

That night passing by Weamck some twentie miles from 
our Fort, they according to their former churlish condition^ 
seemed little to affect us, but as wee departed and lodged at 
the point of WeatKHkCy the (Hsople the next morning seemed 
kindely to content us, yet we might perceive many signes of 
a more lealousie in them then before, and also the Hinde 
that the King of Arseteck had given us, altered his resolution 
in going to our Fort, and with many kinde circumstances 
left us there. This gave us some occasion to doubt some 
mischiefe at the Fort, yet Capt. Newport intended to have 
visited Paspahegh and Tappahamckiy but the instant chanj^^e 
of the winde being faire for our return we repaired to the 
fort withall speed, where the first we heard was that 400. 
Indians the dav before had assalted the fort, and supprised 
it, had not God (beyond al their expectations) by meanes of 
the shippes at whom they shot with their Ordinances and 
Muskets, caused them to retire, the^ had entred the fort with 
our own men, which were then busied in setting Come, their 
armes beeing then in driefats and few ready but certain 
Gentlemen of their own^ in which conflict, most of the 
Counsel was hurt, a boy slaine in the Pinnas, and thirteene 
or fourteene more hurt. With all speede we pallisadoed our 
Fort : (each other day) for sixe or seaven daies we had 
alarums byambuscadoes, and foure or ^s^ cruelly wounded 
by being abroad : the Indians losse wee know not, but as 
they report three were slain and divers hurt 

Captaine Newport havine set things in order, set saile for 
England the 22 of June, leavin|^ provision for 13. or 14 
weeks. The day before the Ships departure, the King of 
PamaunAe sent the Indian that had met us before in our dis* 
coverie, to assure us peace, our fort being then palisadoed 
round, and all our men in good health and comfort, albeit, 
that throgb some discontented humors, it did not so long 
continue, for the President and Captaine Gosnold^ with the 
rest of the Coansell, being for the moste part discontented 
with one another in so much, that things were neither carried 
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with that discretion nor any busines effected in such good 
sort as wisdome would, nor our oune good, and safetie 
required, wherby, and through the hard dealing of our Presi- < 

dent, the rest of the counsel! beeing diverslie aSected through 
his audacious commaund, and for Captaine Martin, (albeit 
verie honest) and wishing the best good, yet so sicke and 
weake, and my self e so disgrac*d through others mallice, 
through which disorder God (being angrie with us) plagued 
us with such fainin and sicknes, that the living were scarce 
able to bury the dead : our want of sufficient and good 
victualls, with continuall watching, foure or five each night \ 

at three Bulwarkes, being the chiefe cause : onely of Stur* 
gion wee had great store, whereon our men would so greed- 
ily surfet, as it cost manye their lives : the Sack, Aquavitie, 
and other preservatives for our health, being kept onely in 
the Presidents! hands, for his oune diet, and his few associ* 
ates : shortly after Captaine Gosnold fell sicke, and within 
three weekes idled, Captaine Ratdiffe being then also verie 
sicke and weake, and my selfe having also tasted of the exe- 
tremitie therof, but by Gods assistance being well recovered. 
Kendall about this time, for divers reasons deposed from 
being of the Councell : and shortly after it pleased God (in 
our extremity) to move the Indians to bring us Corne, ere it 
was halfe ripe, to refresh us, when we rather expected r/hen 
they would destroy us : about the tenth of September there / 
was about 46. of our men dead, at which time Captaine 
Wingefield having ordred the affaires in such sort that he was ' 
generally hated of all, in which refii>ect with one consent he 
was deposed from his presidencie, and Captaine RaUlifft 
according to his course was elected. 

Our provision being now within twentie dayes spent, the 
Indians brought us great store both of Corne and bread 
ready made: and also there came such aboundance of 
Fowles into life Rivers, as greatly refreshed* our weake 
estates, whereuppon many of our weake men were presei^tly 
able to goe abroad. As yet we had no houses to cover us, 
our Tents were rotten, and our Cabbins worse then nought : 
our best commoditie was Yron which we made into little 
chissels, the president, and Captaine Martins sicknes, con- 
strayned me to b^ Cape Marchant,ahd yet to spare no paines 
in making houses for the company, who notwithstanding ofir 



6 ATE IVES FROM VIRGINIA. 

misery, little ceased their mallice, grudging and muttering. 
As at this time were most of our chiefest men either sicke 
or discontented, the rest being in such dispaire, as they 
would rather starve and rot with idlenes, then be perswaded 
to do any thing for their owne reliefe without constraint : 
our victualles being now within eighieene dayes spent, and 
the Indians trade decreasing, I was sent^to the mouth of the 
river, to Kegquouhtan an Indian Towne, to trade for Come, 
and try the river for Fish, but our fishing we could not 
effect by reason of the stormy weather. The Indians think- 
ing us neare famished, with carelesse kindnes, off red us little 
pieces of bread and small handfulls of beanes or wheat, for a 
hatchet or a piece of copper : In the like maner I enter- 
tained their kindnes, and in like scorne offered them like 
commodities, but the Children, or any that shewed ^traor- 
dinar}' kindenes, I liberally contented with free gifte, such 
trifles as wel contented them finding this colde comfort, I 
anchored before the Towne, and the next day returned to 
trade, but God (the absolute disposer of all heartes) altered 
their conceits, for now they were no lesse desirous of our 
commodities then we of their Come : under colour to fetch 
fresh water, I sent a man to discover the Towne, their 
Come, and force, to trie their intent, in that they desired me 
up to their houses : which well understanding, with foure 
shot I visited them, with fish, oysters, bread and deere, they 
kindly traded with me and my men, beeing no lesse in doubt 
of my intent, then I of theirs, for well I might with twentie 
men have fraighted a Shippe with Corne : The Towne con- 
teineth eighteene houses, pleasantly seated uix>n three acres 
of ground, uppon a plaine, halfe invironed wiih a great Bay of 
the great River, the other parte with a fiaye of the other 
River falling into the great Baye, with a little He fit for a 
Castle in the mouth thereof, the Towne adioyning to the 
maine by a necke of Land of sixtie yardes. With sixteene 
-bushells of Corne I returned towards our Forte : by the way 
I encountred with two Canowes of Indians, who came 
aboord me, being the inhabitants of waroskoyack^ a kingdome 
on the south side of the river, which is in breadth 5. miles 
and 30 mile or neare from the mouth : with these I traded, 
who having but their hunting provision,* requested me to 
retume to their Towne, where I should load my boat with 
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corne, and with near thirtie bushells I returned to the fort, 
the very name wherof gave great comfort to our desparing 
company : time thus passing away, and having not above 14. 
daies vituals left, some motions were made about our presi* 
dents and Csipt. ArcAcrs going for England, to procure a 
supply, in which nieane time we had reasonabily fitted us 
with houses, and our President and Capt. Martin being able 
to walk abroad, with much ado it was concluded, that the 
pinnace and barge should goe towards Pmvhatan^ to trade 
for come : I^its were cast who should go in her, the chance 
was mine, and while she was a rigging, I made a voiage to 
Topohanack^ where ariving, there was but certam women and 
children who (led from theii houses, yet at Inst I drew tjiem. 
to draw neere, truck they durst not, corne they had plenty, 
and to spoile I had no commission : In my returne to 
Paspaheghy I traded with that churlish and trecherous nation : 
having loaded 10 or 12 bushels of corne, they oflfred to take 
our pieces and swords, yet by stelth, but seeming to dislike 
it, they were ready to assault us, yet standing upon our 
guard m coasting the shore, divers out of the woods would 
meet with us with corn and trade, but least we should be 
constrained, either to indure overmuch wrong or directly fal 
to revenge, seeing them dog us, from place to place, it being 
night, and our necessitie not fit for warres, we tooke occasion 
to returne with 10 bushells of corne : Cap. Martin afier 
made 2 iournies to that nation of Paspahegh but each time 
returned with 8. or 10. bushells. All things being now ready 
for my journey to P&whatan^ for the performance thereof, I 
had 8. men and my selfe for the barge^ as well fordiscoverie, 
as trading, the Pinnace, ^. Marriners, and 2. landmen to take 
in our ladings at convenient places. The 9 of November I 
set forward for the discovery of the country of Chikhamania^ 
leaving the pinnace the next tide to followe and stay for my 
comming at Point weanock^ ao miles from our fort: the 
mouth of this river fallcth into the great river at Paspahegh, 
8 miles above our fort: .that afternoone I staved the eb, in 
the bay of Paspahegh with the Indians : towards the evening 
certaine Indians haled mc, one of them being of Chikakama* 
nia^ offred to conduct me to his country, the Paspahegheans 
grudged tberat: along we went by.moonelight, at midnight 
he brought us before his Towne, de$iring one of our men to 
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go up with him, whom he kindely intertained, and returned 
back to the barge : the next morning I went up to the towne, 
and shewed them what copper and hatchets they shold have 
for come, each family seeking to give me most content : so 
long they caused me to stay that loo at least was expecting 
my comming by the river with come, what I liked I bought, 
and least they should perceive my too great want I went 
* higher up the river : this place is called Manosquosick a 
quarter of a mile from the river, conteining thirtie or fortie 
houses, uppon an exceeding high land: at the foote of the 
hill towards the river, is a plaine wood, watered with many 
springes, which fall twentie yardes right downe into the 
river : right against the same is a great marsh, of 4. or 5. miles 
circuit, devided in 2 Hands, by the parting of the river, 
abounding with fish and foule of all sorts : a mile from thence 
is a Towne called Oraniocke^ 1 further discovered the Townes 
of Mausa^ Apahaock^ Werawahone^ and Mamanahunt at 
eche place kindely used, especially at the last, being the 
hart of the Country, where were assembled 200. i^eople with 
such aboundance of corne, as having laded our barge, as also 
I might have laded a ship : I returned to Paspahhigh^ and 
considering the want of Come at our Fort, it being night, 
with the ebb, by midnight I arrived at our fort, where 1 
found our Pinnis run aground : the next morning I unladed 
seaven hogsheds into our store, the next morning I returned 
againe : the second day I arived at Mamanahunt^ wher the 
people having heard of my comming, were ready with 3 or 
400. baskets title and great, of which having laded my barge, 
with many signes of ^reat kindnes I returned : at my de* 
parture they requested me to hear our pieces, being in the 
midst of the river, which in regard of the eccho seemed a 
peale of ordnance, many birds and fowles they see us dayly 
kil that much feared them, so desirous of trade wer they, 
that the^ would follow me with their canowes, and for any 
thing give it me, rather then retume it backe, so I unladed 
again 7 or 8. hogsheads at our fort. Having thus by Gods 
assistance gotten good store of come, notwithstanding some 
bad spirrits not content with Gods prqvidence, stiU grew 
mutinous, in so much, that our president having ocasion to 
chide the smith for his misdeamenor, he not only gave him 
bad language, but also offrcd to strike him with some of his 
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tooles, for which rebellious act, the smith was by a lury con- 
demned to be hanged, but being uppon the ladder continuing 
verry obstinate, as hoping uppon a rescue : when he saw no 
other way but death with him, he became penitent, and de- 
clared a dangerous conspiracy, for which Captaine Kendall 
as principal, was by a lury condemned and shot to death. 
This conspiracy appeased, 1 set forward for the discovery of 
the River of Checka Hamania: this third time I discovered 
the Townes of Matapamient^ Morinogh^ Ascacap^ moyseuock 
Righkahauck^ Nechanichocky Mattalunty Attamuspincki^ and 
divers others, their plenty of corne I found decreased, yet 
lading the barge, I returned to our fort, our store being now 
indifferently wel provided with corne, there was much adoe 
for to have the pinace goe for England, against which Cap- 
tain Martin and my selfe, standing chiefly against it, and in 
fine after many debatings,/n7 6* cotitra^ it was resolved to 
stay a further resolution : this matter also quieted, I set for- 
ward to finish this discovery, which as yet I had neglected 
in regard of the necessitie we had to take in provision 
whilst it was to be had : 40. miles I passed up the river, 
which for the most part is a quarter of a mile broad, and 3. 
fatham and a half deep, exceeding osev, many great low 
marshes, and manv high lands, especially about the midst 
at a place called Moysonicke^ a Pminsuk of 4. miles cicuit, 
betwixt two rivers ioyned to the main, by a neck of 40. or 
. 50.* yards, and 40. or 50 yards from the high water marke : 
on both sides in the very necke of the maine, are high hills 
and dales, yet much inhabited, the He declining in a plaine 
fertile corne field, the lower end a lowe mtirsh, more plentie 
of swannes, cranes, geese, duckes, and mallards, and divers 
, sorts of fowles none would desire : more plaine fertile 
' ' planted ground, in such great proportions as there I had not 
seene, of a light blacke sandy mould, the cliffes commonly 
red, white and yellowe coloured sand, and under red and 
white clay, fish great plenty, and people aboundance, the 
roost of their inhabitants, in view of the neck of Land, where 
a better seat for a towne cannot be desired : at the end of 
forty miles this river invironeth many low Hands, at each 
high water drowned for a mile, where it uniteth it selfe, at 
a place called Apokani the highest Towne inhabited. lo. 
miles higher I discovered with the barge, in the mid way. 
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a great tree hindred my passage which I cut in two : heere 
the river became narrower, 8. 9 or ic. foote at a high water, 
and 6, or 7. at a lowe : the streame exceeding swift, and the 
bottom hard channel), the ground most part a low plaine, 
sandy soyle, this occasioned me to suppose it might issue 
from some lake or some broad ford, for it could not be far 
to the head, but rather then I would endanger the barge, yet 
to have beene able to resolve this doubt, and to discharge the 
imputation of malicious tungs, that halfe suspected I durst 
not for so long delaying, some of the coi^ipany as desirous as 
my selfy we resolved to hier a Canow, and returne with the 
barge to Apocatit, there to leave the barge secure, and put 
our selves uppon the adventure : the country onely a vast 
and wilde wildernes, and but onely that Towne : within three 
or foure mile we hired a Canow, and 2. Indians to row us the 
next day a fowling: having made such provision for the 
barge as was needfull, I left her there to ride, with expressed 
charge not any to go ashore til my returne. Though sonic 
wise men may condemn this too bould attempt of too much 
indiscretion, yet if they well consider the friendship of the In- 
dians, in conducting me, the desolateness of the countr)*, the 
probabilitie of some lacke, and the malicious iudges of my 
actions at home, as also to have some matters of worth toiu- 
courage our adventurers in england might well have caused 
any honest minde to have done the like, as wel for his own dis- 
charge as for the publike good : having 2 Indians for my 
guide and 2 of our own company, I set forward, leaving 7 in 
the barge : having discovered 20 miles further in this desart, 
the river stil kept his depth and bredth, but much more com- 
bred with trees: here we went ashore (being some 12 miles 
higher then the barge had bene) to refresh ourselves, during 
the boyling of our vituals : one of the Indians I tooke with 
me, to see the nature of the soile, and to crosse the bough ts 
of the river, the other Indian I left with M Robbinson and 
Thomas Emry^ with their matches light and order to dis- 
charge a peece, for my retreat at the first sight of any Indian, 
but within a quarter of an houre I heard a loud cry, and a 
hollowin£of Indians, but no warning peece, supposing them 
surprised^ &nd that the Indians had betraid us, presently I 
seazed him and bound his arme fast to my hand in a carter, . 
with my pistoll ready bent to be revenged on him : he ad- 
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vised me to fly, and seemed ignorant of what was done, but 
as we went discoursing, I was struck with an arrow on the 
right thigh, but without harme : upon this occasion I espied 
2 Indians drawing their bowes, which I prevented in dis- 
charging a french pistoll : by that I had charged againe, 3 or 
4 more did the like, for the flrst fell dqwne and fled : at my 
discharge they did the like, my hinde I made my barricado 
Mvho offered not to strive, 20. or 30. arrowes were shot at me 
but short, 3 or 4 times I had discharged my pistol] ere the 
king of Pamaunck called Opeckankenough with 200 men, 
invironed me, cache drawing their bowe, which done they 
laid them upon the ground, yet without shot, my hinde 
treated betwixt them and me of conditions of peace, he dis- 
covered ime to be the Captaine, my request was to retire to 
the boate, they demaunded my amies, the rest they saide were 
slaine, onely me they would reserve : the Indian importuned 
me not to shoot. In retiring being in the midst of a low 
•quagmire, and minding them more then my steps, I stept 
fast into the quagmire, and also the Indian in drawing me 
forth : thus surprised, I resolved to trie their mercies, my 
armes I caste from me, till which none durst approch me : 
being ceazed on me, they drew me out and led me to the 
King, I presented him with a compasse diall, describing by 
my best meanes the use therof, whereat he so amazedly 
admired, as he suffered me to proceed in a discourse of the 
roundnes x>f the earth, the course of thesunne, moone, starres 
and plannets, with kinde speeches and bread he requited 
me, conducting me where the Canow lay and lohn Robbinson 
■slaine, with 20 or 30. arrowes in him, Emry I saw not, I 
perceived by the abound ance of fires all over the woods, at 
'each place I expected when they would execute me, yet they 
used me with what kindnes they could : approaching their 
Towne, which was within 6 miles where I was taken, onely 
made as arbors and covered with mats, which they remove 
as occasion requires : all the women and children, being 
advertised of this accident, came foorth to meet them, the 
King well guarded with 30 bowmen 5 flanck and rear, and 
«ach flanck before him a sword and a peece, and after him 
the like, then a bowman, then I on each hand a boweman, 
the rest in file in the reare, which reare led foorth amongst 
the trees in a bishion, eache his bowe and a handful! of 
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arrowes, a quiver at his back grimly painted : on eache 
flanck a sargeant, the one running alwaies towards the front, 
the other towards the reare, each a true pace and in exceed- 
ing good order, this being a good time continued, they caste 
themselves in a ring with a daunce, and so eache man de- 
parted to his lodging, the Captain conducting me to his lodg- 
ing, a quarter of Venison and some ten pound of bread I had 
for^supper, what I left was reserved for me, and sent with 
me'to my lodging : each morning 3. women presented me 
three great platters of fine bread, more venison then ten men 
could devour I had, my gowne, points and garters, my com- 
pas and my tablet they gave me again, though 8 ordinarily 
guarded me, I wanted not what they could devise to content 
me : and still our longer acquaintance increased our better 
affection : much they threatned to assault our forte, as they 
were solicited by the King of Paspahegh^ who shewed at our 
fort great signes of sorrow for this mischance : the King 
tooke great delight in understanding the manner of our 
ships, and sayling the seas, the earth and skies and of our 
God : what he knew of the dominions he spared not to 
acquaint me with, as of certaine men cloathed at a place 
called Ocanahonan^ cloathed like me, the course of our 
river, and that within 4 or 5 dales iourney of the falles, was 
a great turning of salt water : I desired he would send a 
messenger to Paspahegh^ with a letter I would write, by 
which they shold understand, how kindly they used me, and 
that I was well, least they should revenge my death : this he 
granted and sent three men, in such weather, as in reason 
were unpossible, by any naked to be indured : their cruell 
mindes towards the fort I had deverted, in describing the 
ordinance and the mines in the fields, as also the revenge 
Captain Newport would take of them at his retume, their 
intent, I incerted the fort, the people of Ocanahofiutn and 
the back sea, this report they after found divers Indians that 
confirmed : the next day after my letter, came a salvage to 
my lodging;, with his sword to have slaine me, but beine by 
my guard mtercepted, with a bowe and arrow he offred to 
have effected his purpose : the cause I knew not, till the 
King understanding thereof came and told me of a man a 
dyin£, wounded with my pistoll : he tould me also of another 
I had slayne, yet the most concealed they had any hurte : 
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this was the father of him I had slayne^ whose fury to pre- 
vent, the King presently conducted me to another King- 
dome, upon the top of the next northerly river, called 
Youghtanan^ having feasted me, he further led me to another 
branch of the river, called Mattapament^ to two other hunt- 
ing townes they led me» and to each of these Countries, a 
house of the great Emperour of Petohakofi^ whom as yet I 
supposed to bee at the Fals^ to him I tolde him I must goe, 
and so returne to Paspahegh, after this foure or ^wii dayes 
marsh, we returned to Rasawrack^ the first towne they 
brought me too, where binding the Mats in bundels, thev 
marched two dayes iourney, and crossed the River of Yough- 
ianan, where it was as broad as Thames : so conducting me 
to a place called Mmapacute in Pamaunke^ where the King 
inhabited : the next day another King of that nation called 
Kekataugh^ having received some kindnes of me at the Fort, 
kindly invited me to feast at his house, the people from all 
places flocked to see me, each shewing to content me. By 
this, the great King hath foure or five houses, each contain- 
ing fourescore or an hundred foote in length, pleasantly 
seated upon an high sandy hill, from whetice you may see 
westerly a goodly low Country, the river before the which 
his crooked course causeth many great Marshes of exceed- 
ing good ground. An hundred houses, and many large 
plaines are here togither inhabited, more abundance of fish 
and fowle, and a pleasanter seat cannot be imagined : the 
King with fortie Bowmen to guard me, intreated me to dis- 
charge my Pistoll, which they there presented me with a 
mark at six score to strike therwith but to spoil the practise 
I broke the cocke, whereat they were much discontented 
though a chaunce supposed. 

From hence this kind King conducted mee to a place 
called TopaJianoicke^ a kingdome upon another River north- 
ward : the cause of this was, that the yeare before, a shippe 
had beene in the River of Pamaunke^ who having beene 
kindly entertained by Powhatan their Emperour, they 
returned thence, and discovered the River of Tcpakatwcke^ 
where being received with like kindnesse, yet he slue the 
King, and tooke of his people, and they supposed I weriK 
hee, but the people reported him a great man that was Cap- 
taine, and using mee kindly, the next day we departed. 
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This River of Topahanock^ seemeth in breadth not much 
lesse then that we dwell upon. At the mouth of the River is 
a Count rey called Guttata women upwards \sMarraugh tacum 
Tapohanock^ Appalkatuck^ and Nautaugs tacum^ at Topmana- 
hocks^ the head issuing from many Mountaines, the next 
night I lodged at a hunting town of Patvhatams, and the next 
day arrived at Waranacomoco upon the river of Pamauncki^ 
where the great king is resident : by the way we passed by 
the top of another little river, which is betwixt the two 
called Payatikatank, The most of this Countrey though 
Desert, yet exceeding fertil, good timber, most hils and dales, 
in each valley a cristall spring. 

Arriving at Weramocomoco their Emperour, proudly lying 
uppon a Bedstead a foote high upon tenne or twelve Mattes, 
richly hung with manie Chaynes of great Pearles about his 
necke, and covered with a great covering of Rahaughcums : 
At hcade sat a woman, at his feete another, on each side sit- 
ting uppon a Matte uppon the ground were raunged his chiefe 
men on each side the Are, tenne in a ranke, and behinde 
them as many yong women, each a great Chaine of white 
Beades over their shoulders : their heades painted in redde 
and with such a grave and Maiesticall countenance, as drave 
me into admiration to see such state in a naked Salvage, hee 
kindly welcomed me with good wordes, and great Platters of 
sundrie Victuals, assuring mce his friendshit), and nw libertie 
within foure dayes, hee much delighted in Opechan Comoughs 
relation of what I had described to him, and oft examined 
me upon the same. Hee asked mee the cause of our com- 
ming, I tolde him being in fight with the Spaniards our 
enemie, beeing over powred, neare put to retreat, and by 
extreame weather put to this shore : where landing at Cites- 
ipiack^ the people shot us, but at Kequoughtan thev kindly 
used us, we by signes demaunded fresh water, they described 
us up the River was all fresh water, at Faspahegh^ also they 
kindly used us, our Pinnsse being leake wee were inforced 
to stay to mend her, till Captaine Newport my father came 
to conduct us away. He demaunded why we went further 
with our Boate, I tolde him, in that I would have occasion to 
taike of the backe Sea, that on the other side the maine, where 
was salt water, m^ father had a childe slaine, whidie wee sup- 
posed Monocem his enemie,whose death we intended to revenge. 
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After good deliberation, hee began to describe mee the 
Countreys beyonde the Falles, with many of the rest, con- 
firming what not onely Opechancanoyes^ and an Indian which 
had beene prisoner to Favhatan had before tolde mee, but 
some called it five dayes, some sixe, some eight, where the 
sayde water dashed amongest many stones and rockes, each 
storm which caused oft tymes the heade of the River to bee 
brackish : Anchanachuck he described to bee the people 
that had slaine my brother, whose death hee would revenge. 
Hee described also upon the same Sea, a mighty Nation 
called Pocotightrofiack^ a fierce Nation that did eate men, and 
warred with the people of Moyaonctr and Pataromerke^ 
Nations upon the toppe of the heade of the Bay, under his 
territories, where the yeare before they had slain an hundred, 
he signified their crownes were shaven, long haire in the 
necke, tied on a knot, Swords like Pollaxes. 

ISeyond them he described ])eople with short Coates, and 
Sleeves to the Elbowes, that passed that way in Shippes like 
ours. Many Kingdomes hee described mee to the heade of 
the Bay, which seemed to bee a mightie River, issuing from 
mightie Mountaines betwixt the two Seas, the people cloathed 
at Ocamahatvan. He also confirmed, and the Southerly 
Countries also, as the rest, that reported us to be within a 
day and a halfe of Mangogt^ two dayes of CkatvwoMock^ 6, 
from Roonock^ to the south part of the backe sea: he 
described a countrie called Anone^ where they have abund- 
ance of Brasse, and houses walled as ours. I requited his 
discourse^ seeing what pride hee had in his great and spa- 
cious Dominions, seeing that all hee knewe were under his 
Territories. 

In describing to him the territories of Europe^ which was 
subiect to our great Kin^ whose subiect I was, the innumer- 
able multitude of his ships, I gave him to understand the 
noyse of Trumpets, and terrible manner of fighting were 
under captain Newport my father, whom I intituled the 
Meworames which they call King of all the waters, at his 
greatnesse he admired, and not a little feared : he desired 
mee to forsake Paspahegk^ and to live with him upon bis 
River, a Countrie called O^a ffawasicke: hee promised to 
give me Come, Venison, or what I wanted to feede us, 
Hatchets and Copper, wee should make hiro, lind none 
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should disturbe us. This request I promised to performe : 
and thus having with all the kindnes hee could devise, sought 
to content me : hee sent me home with 4. men, one that 
usually carried my Gowne and Knapsacke after me, two 
other loded with bread, and one to accompanie me. 

This River of Pamaunke is not past twelve mile from that 
we dwell on, his course northwest, and westerly, as the 
other. Weraocomoco^ is upon salt water, in bredth two myles, 
and so keepeth his course without any tarrying some twenty 
miles, where at the parting of the fresh water and the salt, it 
divideth it selfe into two partes, the one part to Goughland^ as 
broad as Thames^ and navigable, with a Boate threescore or 
fourescore miles, and with a Shippe iiftie, exceeding crooked, 
and manie low grounds and marishes, but inhabited with 
aboundance of warlike and tall people. The Countrey of 
Youghtomans^ of no lesse worth, onely it is lower, but all the 
soyle, a fatte, fertill, sandie ground. Above Manapacumter^ 
many high sandie Mountaines. By the River is many Rockes, 
seeming if not of severall Mines : the other branch a little 
lesse in breadth, yet extendeth not neare so farre, nor so well 
inhabited, somewhat lower, and a white sandie, and a white 
clay soyle : here is their best Terra Sigillata : the mouthe of 
the River, as I see in the discoverie therof with captain Neuh 
port^ is halfe a mile broad, and witBin foure miles not above 
a Musket shot : the channell exceeding good and deepe, the 
River straight to the devisions. Kiskirk the nearest Nation 
to the entrances. 

Their religion and Ceremonies I observed was thus : three 
or foure dayes after my taking seven of them in the house where 
I lay, each with a rattle began at ten aclocke in the morning 
to sing about the fire, which they invironed with a Circle of 
meale, and after a foote or two from that, at the end of each 
song, layde downe two or three graines of wheate, continuing 
this order till they have included sixe or seven hundred in a 
halfe Circle, and after that two or three more Circles in like 
maner, a hand bredth from other : that done, at each song, 
they put betwixt everie three, two, or five graines, a little 
sticke, so counting as an old woman her Pater noster. 

One disguised with a great Skinne, his head hung round 
with little Skinnes of Weasels, and other vermine, with a 
Crounetof feathers on his head, painted as ugly as thedivell. 
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at the end of each song will make many signes and demon- 
strations, with strange and vehement actions, great cakes of 
Deere suet, Deare, and Tobacco he casteth in the fire, till 
sixe a clocke in the Evening, their howling would continue 
ere they would depart. Each morning in the coldest frost, 
the principall to the number of twentie or thirtie, assembled 
themselves in a round circle, a good distance from the towne, 
where they told me they there consulted where to hunt the 
next dav : so fat they fed mee, that I much doubted they 
intended to have sacrificed mee to the Qtdyoughquosicke^ 
which is a superiour power they worship, a more uglier thing 
cannot be described : one they have for chief sacrifices, which 
also they call Quiyoughquosick : to cure the sick, a man with 
a Rattle, and extreame howling, showting, singing, and such 
violent gestures, and Aniicke actions over the patient will 
sucke out blood, and fiegme from the patient out of their un- 
able stomacke, or any diseased place, as no labour will more 
tire them, tobacco they .offer the water in passing in fowle 
weather. The death of any the*' lament with great sorrow 
and weeping: their Kings they burie betwixt two mattes 
within their houses, with all his beads, iewels, hatcliets, and. 
copper : the other in graves like ours. They acknowledge 
no resurrection. Powhatan hath three brethren, and two 
sisters, each of his brethren succeeded other. 

For the Crowne, their heyres inherite not, but the first 
heyres of the Sisters, and so successively the weomens heires : 
For the Kings have as many \Veomen as they will, his Sub- 
iects two, and most but one. 

From iVeramocomoco is but 12. miles, yet the Indians trifled 
away that day, and would not goe to our Forte by any per- 
swasions : but in certaine olde hunting houses of Paspahtgh 
we lodged all night. The next morning ere Sunne rise, we 
set forward for our Fort, where we arrived within an houre, 
where each man with the truest signes of ioy they could ex* 
presse welcomed me, except M Archer, ana some 2. or 3. of 
his, who was then in myabsence, sworne Counsellour, though 
not with the consent of .Captaine Martin : great blame and 
imputation was laide upon mee by them, for the losse of our 
two men which the Indians slew : insomuch that they pur- 
posed to depose me, but in the midst of m^ miseries it 
pleased God to send Captatne Newport^ who arriving there the 
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same night, so tripled our ioy, as for a while these plots 
against me were deferred, though with much malice against 
me, which captain Neivport in short time did plainly see. 
Now was maister Scrivener^ captaine AfarttHy and my selfe, 
called Counsellers. 

Within five or sixe dayes after the arrivall of the Ship, by 
a mischaunce our Fort was burned, and the most of our ap- 
parell, lodging and private provision, many of our old men 
diseased, and of our new for want of lodging perished. The 
Empereur Powhatan t^chvi^ek^ouct or twioe sent me many 
presents of Deare, bread Raugroughcuns^ halfe always for my 
fa^er, whom he much desired to see, and halfe for me : and 
so continually importuned by messengers and presents, that 
I would come to fetch the come, and take the Countrie their 

• King had given me, as at last Captaine Newport resolved to 
go see him. Such acquaintanoe I had amongst the Indians^ 
and such confidence they had in me, as neare the Fort they 
would not come till I came to Ithem, every of them calling 
me by my name, would not sell any thing till I had first 
received their presents, and what they had that I liked, they 
deferred to my discretion : but after acquaintance,. they usu- 
ally came into the Fort at their pleasure : the President, and 
the rest of the CouiKell, they knewe not, but Captaine New- 
ports greatnesse I had so described, as they conceyved him 
the chiefe, the rest his children. Officers, and servants. We 
had agreed with the King of Paspahegh to conduct two of our 
men to a place called Panawicke beyond Roonok^ where he 
reported manv men to be apparelled. Wee landed him at 
Warraskoyacky where playing the villaine, and deluding us 
for rewards returned within three or foure dayes after without 
going further. Captaine Newport^ maister Serivener^ and my 
selfe found the mouth of Pamauncks river, some 25. or 30. 
miles northward from Cape Henrkke^ the chanell good as 
before expressed. 

A Arriving at Weramocomoca^ bein|^ iealou$ of the intent of 
this politick salvage, to discover his intent the better, I with 
20. shot armed in Jacks went a shore, the Bav where he 
dwelleth hath in it 3. cricks, and a mile and a halfe from the 
Chanel all ost, being conducted to the towne, I found my selfe 
mistaken in the creeke, for they al there were within lesse 
then a mile'; the Emperors sonne called Naukaquawis^ the 
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captaine that tooke me, and diverse others of his chiefe men 
conducted me io their kings habitation, but in the mid way 
I was intercepted by a great creek over which they had made 
a bridge of grained stakes and railes, the king of Kiskieck^ 
and Namontacky who all the iourney the king had sent to 
guide us, had conducted us this passage, which caused me 
to suspect some minchiefe : the barge 1 had sent to meet me ' 
at the right landing, when I found my selfe first deceyved, 
and knowing by experience the most of their courages to 
proceede from others feare, though fewe lyked the passage, I 
intermingled the Kings sonne, our conductors, and his chiefe 
men amongst ours, and led forward, leaving halfe at the one^^ 
ende to make a guard for the passage of the Front. The 
Indians seeing the weakenesse of the Bridge, came with a* 
Canow, and tooke me in of the middest with foure or five 
more, being landed, wee made a guard for the rest till all were 
passed, two in a ranke we marched to the Emperors house. 
Before his house stood fortie or fiftie great Platters of fine 
bread, being entred the house, with loude tunes they all 
made signes of great ioy. This proude salvage, having his 
finest women, and the principall of his chiefe men assembled, 
sate in rankes as before is expressed, himselfe as upon a 
Throne at the upper ende of the house, with such a Maiestie 
as I cannot expresse, nor yet have often scene, either in 
Pagan or Christian, with a kinde countenance hee bad mee 
welcome, and caused a place to bee made by himselfe to sit, 
I presented him a sute of red cloath. a white Greyhound, 
and a Hatte ; as Jewels he esteemed them, and with a great 
Oration made by three of his Nobles, if there be any amongst 
Salvages, kindly accepted them, with a publike confirmation 
of a perpetuall league and friendship. 

After that, he commaunded the Queene of Apamatuc^ a 
comely yong Salvage, to give me water, a Turkie cocke, and 
breade to eate : being thus feasted, hee began his discourse 
to this purpose. Your kinde visitation doth much content 
mee, but where is your father whom I much desire to see, is 
he not with you. I told him he remained aboord, but the 
next day he would come unto him, with a merrie countenance 
he asked me for certaine peeces which I promised him, when 
I went to Paspahegh^ I told according to my promise, that I 
proffered the man that went with me foure Demy culverihgs» 



X 



^ 



30 



NEWES FROM VIRGINIA. 



in that he so desit-ed a great Guniie, but they refused to take 
them, whereat with a iowde laughter, he desired to. give him 
some of lesse burthen, as for the other I gave him them, 
being sure that none could carrie them : but where are these 
men you promised to come with you, I told him without, 
who therupon gave order to have them brought in, two after 
'two, ever maintaining the guard without. And as they pre- 
sented themselves ever with thankes, he would salute me, 
and caused each of them to have foure or five pound of 
bread given them. This done, I asked him for the come 
and ground he promised me. He told me I should have it, 
but he expected to have all these men lay their armes at his 
feet, as did his subiects. I tolde him that was a ceremonie 
our enemies desired, but never our Friends, as we presented 
ourselves unto him, yet that he should not doubt of our 
friendship : the next day my Father would give him a child 
of his, in full assurance of our loves, and not only that, but 
when he should thinke it convenient, wee would deliver under 
his subiection the Country of Manacam and Pocoughtaonack 
his enemies. 

This so contented him, as immediatly with attentive silence, 
with a lowd oration he proclaimed me Awerowanes of Pouh 
haton^ and that all his subiects should so esteeme us, and no 
man account us strangers nor Paspaheghans, but Powhatans, 
and that the Corne, weomen and Country, should be to us as 
to his owne people : this proffered kindnes for many reasons 
we contemned not, but with the best Languages and signes 
of thankes I could expresse, I tooke my leave. 

The King rising from his seat, conducted me foorth, and 
caused each of my men to have ^as much more bread as hee 
could beare : giving me some in a basket, and as much he 
sent a board for a present to my Father : victuals you must 
know is all there, wealth, and the greatest kindnes they could 
shew us : arriving at the River, the Barge was fallen so low 
with the ebbe, though I had given order and oft sent to pre- 
vent the same, vet the messengers deceived mee, the Skies 
being very thicke and rainie, the King understanding this 
mischance, sent his Sonne and Mamontacke^ to conduct mee 
to a great house sufficient to lodge mee, where entring I saw 
it hung round with bowes and arrowes. 

The Indians used all diligence to make us fires, and give 
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us content : the kings Orators presently entertained us with 
a kinde oration, with expresse charge that not any should 
steale, or take out bowes or arrowes, or offer any injury. 

Presently after he sent me a quarter of Venizon to stay my 
stoniacke : in the evening hee sent for mee to come onely 
with two shot with me : the company I gave order to stand 
upon their guard, and to maintaine two sentries at the ports 
all night. To my supper he set before me meate for twenty 
men, and seeing I could not eate, hee caused it to be given to 
my men : for this is a generall custome, that what they give,, 
not to take againe, but you must either eate it, give it away, 
or carry it with you : two or three houres we spent in our 
aunent discourses, which done, I was with a fire stick lighted 
to my lodging. 

The next day the King conducting mee to the River, 
shewed me his Canowes, and described unto me how hee 
sent them over the Baye, for tribute Heades : and also what 
Countries paide him Beads, Copper or skins. But seeing 
Captaine Nuporty and Maister Scrivener^ comming a shore, 
the King returned to his house, and I went to meete him, 
with a trumpet before him, wee marched to the King: who 
after his old manner kindly received him, especially a Boy of 
thirteen yeares old, called Thomas Salvage^ whom he gave 
him as his Sonne : he requited this kindnes with each of us a 
great basket of Beanes, and entertaining him with the former 
discourse, we passed away that day, and agreed to bargaine 
ti)e next day, and so returned to our Pinnis : the next day 
comming a shore in like order, the King having kindly enter- 
tained us with a breakfast, questioned with us in this man- 
ner. 

Why we came armed in that sort, seeing hee was our friend, 
and had neither bowes nor arrowes, what did wee doubt ? 
I told him it was the custome of our Country, not doubting 
of his kindnes any waies, wherewith though hee seemed sat- 
isfied, yet Captaine Nuport caused all our men to retire to 
the water side, which was some thirtie score from thence : 
but to prevent the worst, Maister Scrivener or I were either 
the one or other by the Barge, experience had well taught 
me to beleeve his friendship, till convenient opportunity suf- 
fred him to betray us, but quickly this polititian bad per- 
ceived my absence, and cunningly sent for me ; I sent for 
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Maister Scrivener to supply my place, the King would de- 
maund for him, I would againe releeve him, and they sought 
to satisiie our suspition with kind Language, and not being 
agreed to trade for come, hee desired to see all our Hatchets 
and Copper together, for which he would give us come, with 
that auncient tricke the Chickahamaniens had oft acquainted 
me : his offer I refused, offering first to see what hee would 
give for one piece, hee seeming to despise the nature of a 
Merchant, did scorne to sell, but we f»'eely should give him, 
and he liberally would requite us. 

Captaine Nuport would not with lesse then twelve great 
Coppers try his kindnes, which he liberally requited with as 
much come as at Chickahamania^ I had for one of lesse pro> 
portion : our Hatchets hee would also have at his owne rate, 
(or which kindnes hee much seemed to affect Captaine Nu- 
port^ some few bunches of blew Beades I had, which he much 
desired, and seeing so few, he off red me a basket of two pecks, 
and that which I drew to be three pecks at the least, and yet 
seemed contented and desired more : I agreed with him the 
next day for two bushells, for the ebbe now constrained us to 
return to our Boate, although he earnestly desired us to stay 
dinner which was a providing, and being ready he sent 
aboard after us, which was bread and venizon, sufficient for 
fiftie or sixtie persons. 

The next day hee sent his Sonne in the morning not to 
bring a shore with us any pieces, least his weomen and chil- 
dren should feare. Captaine Nuports good beliefe would 
have satisfied that request, yet twentie or thirtie five shot we 
got a shore : the King importuning mee to leeve my armes a 
board, much misliking my sword, pistol and target, I told 
him the men that slew my Brother with the like tearmes had 
perswaded me, and beeing unarmed shot at us, and so be- 
traide us. 

He oft entreated Captaine Nuport that his men might 
leave their armes, which still hee commanded to the water 
side, this day we spent in trading for blew Beads, and hav- 
ing neare ffraighted our Barge. 

Captaine Nuport returned • with them that came abord, 
leaving me and Maister Scrivener a shore, to follow in Ca- 
nowes ; into one I got with sixe of our men, which beeing 
lanched a stones cast from the shore stuck fast in the Ose : 
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Master Scrivener seeing this example, with seven or eight 
more passed the dreadtuU bridge, thinking to have found 
deeper water on the other creeke, but they were inforced to 
stay with such entertainment as a salvage, being forced 
ashore with wind and raine, having in his Canow, as com* 
monly they have, his house and houshold, instantly set up a 
house of mats which succoured them from the storme. 

The Indians seeing me pestred in the Ose, called to me, 
six or seven of the Kings chiefe men threw off th'eir skins, 
and to the middle in Ose, came to bear me out on their heads, 
their importunacie causect me better to like the Canow then 
their curtesie, excusing my deniall for feare to fall into the 
Ose, desiring them to bring me some wood, fire, and mats, to 
cover me, and I would 'content them : each presently gave 
his heipe to satisfie my request, which paines a horse would 
scarce have indured, yet a couple of bells richly contented 
them. 

The Emperor sent his Seaman Mantiuas in the evening 
with bread and victuall for me and my men, he no more 
scripulous then the rest seemed to take a pride in shewing 
how litle he regarded that miserable cold and durty pas- 
sage, though a dogge would scarce have indured it, this 
kindnes I found, when I litle expected lesse then a mis- 
chiefe, but the blacke night parting our companies, ere mid- 
night the flood served to carry us aboard, the next day we came 
ashore, the King with a solemne discourse causing all to de- 
part, but his principall men ; and this was the effect, when 
as hee preceived that we had a desire invade Monacum^ 
against whom he was no professed enemy, yet thus farre hee 
would assist us in this enterprise : First hee would send his 
spies, perfectly to understand their strength and ability to 
fight with which he would acquaint us himseife. 

Captaine Nuport would not be seene in it himseife, being 
great Werowatues^ the^ would stay at home, but I, Maister 
Scrivener ^ and two of his Sonnes, and Opechanhmough: The 
King of Famaunke should have 100. of his men to goe be- 
fore as though they were hunting, thev giving us notise 
where was the advantage we should kill them, the weomen 
and youn|^ children he wished we should spare, and bring 
them to him, only 100 or 150 of our men he held sufficient 
for this exploit : our boaU should stay at the falls, where we 
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might hew timber^ which we might convey each hian a piece 
till we were past the stones, and there ioyne them, to passe 
our men by water, if any were shot, his men should bring 
them backe to our boats, this faire tale had almost made 
Captaine Nuport undertake, by this meanes to discover the 
South sea, which will not be without trecherie, if wee ground 
our intent upon his constancie. 

This day we spent in trading, danci.ig, and much mirth, 
the King of Pamaunke sent his messenger, as yet not know- 
ing Captaine Nuport^ to come unto him : who had long ex- 
pected mee, desiring also my Tather to visite him : the 
messenger staved to conduct us, but Powhatan understand- 
ing that we had Hatchets lately come from Paspahegh^ 
desired the next day to trade with us, and not to go 
further. 

This new tricke he cunningly put upon him, but onely to 
have what hee listed, and to try whether we would go or 
stay. Opechankenoughs messenger returned that wee would 
not come : the next day his Daughter came to entreat me, 
' shewing her Father had hurt his legge, and much sorrowed 
he could not see me. 

Captaine Nuport being not to bee perswaded to goe in, 
that Paivhatan had desired us to stay : sent her away with 
• the like answer, yet the next day upon better considera- 
tion intreatie prevailed, and^ wee anchored at Cinquoatecky 
the first twaine above the parting of the river, where 
dwelled two Kings of Pamaunke^ Brothers to Powhatan ; 
the one called Opitchapamy the other Katatoughy to these 
I went a shore, who kindly intreated mee and Maister 
Scrivenery sending some presents aboard to Captaine Nuporty 
whilst we were trucking with these Kings. 

Optchankanough his wife, weomen, and children came to 
meete me with a natural! kind affection, hee seemed to re- 
ioyce to see me. 

Captaine Nuport came a shore, with many kind discourses 
wee passed that forenoone : and after dinner, Captaine Nu-^ 
port went about with the Pinnis to Afenapacant which is 
twenty miles by water, and not one by land : Opechanka- 
nau^hy conducted me and Maister Scrivener by land, where 
havmfi; built a feasting house a purpose to entertaine us with 
a kind Oration, after their manner and his best provision,. 
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kindly welcomed us, that day he would not trucke, but did 
his best to delight us with content : Captaine Nuport ar- 
rived towards evening, whom the King presented with sixe 
great platters of fine bread, and Pansarowmanay the next 
day till noone wee traded : the King feasted all the com- 
pany, and the after noone was spent in playing, dauncing, 
and delight, by no meanes hee would have us depart till 
the next day, he had feasted us with venizon, for which 
he had sent, having spent his first and second provision in 
expecting our comming : the next day he performed his 
promise, giving more to us three, then would have sufficed 
30. and in that we carried not away what we left, hee sent it 
after us to the Pinnis, with what words or signes of love he 
could expresse, we departed, 

Captaine Nuport in the Pinnis, leaving mee in the Barge 
to digge a rocke, where wee supposed a Mine at Cinquao- 
Ucky which done, ere midnight I arrived at IVerncomoco^ 
where our Pinnis anchored, being 20. miles from Ctnquao- 
tecke^ the next day, we tooke leave of Powhatan^ who in re^ 
gard of his kindnes gave him an Indian^ he well affected 
to goe with him for England in steed of his Sonne, the 
cause I assure me was to know our strength and Countries 
condition : the next day we arrived at Kiskiacky the people 
so scornefully entertained us, as with what signes of scorne 
and discontent we could, we departed and returned to our 
Fort with 250. bushells of Corne, our president being not 
wholy recovered of his sicknes. in discharging, his Piece 
brake and split his hand ofl, which he is not yet' well re- 
covered. 

At Captaine Nuports arrivall, wee were victualled for 
twelve weeks, and having furnished him of what hee thought 
good, hee set saile.for England the tenth of April : Maister 
Scrivener and my selfe with our shallop, accompanied him 
to Captaine Hendrtck [/. ^., Cape Benrji]. 

Powhatan having for a farrewell, sent' him five or sixe 
mens loadings, with Turkeyes for swords, which he esent him 
in our return to the fort : we discovered the river of Nausamd^ 
a proud warlike Nation, as well we may testified^ at our 
first arrivall at Chesiapiack : but that iniury Captaine Nuport 
well revenged at his returne, where some of them intising 
him to their Ambuscadoes by a daunce, hee perceiving 
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their intent, with a volly of musket shot, slew one, and shot 
one or two more, as themselves confesse. The King at our 
arivall sent for me to come unto him : I sent him word 
what commodities I had to exchange for wheat, and if he 
would as had the rest of his Neighbours, conclude a Peace, 
we were contented, at last he came downe before the Boate 
which rid at anchor some fortie yards from the shore, he 
signified to me to come *a shore, and sent a Canow with 
foure or five of his men, two whereof I desired to come 
aboard and to stay, and 1 would send two to taike with their 
King a shore, to this hee agreed : the King wee presented 
with a piece of Copper, which he kindly excepted, and sent 
for victualls to entertaine the messengers. 

Maister Scrivmer and my selfe also, after that, went a 
shore : the King kindly feasted us, requesting us to stay to 
trade till the next da^, which having done, we returned to 
the Fort, this river is a musket shot broad, each side 
being should bayes, a narrow channel!, but three fadom, 
his course foreighteene miles, almost directly South, and by 
West, where beginneth the first inhabitants, for a mile it 
tiirneth directly East, towards the West, a great bay and a 
white, chaukie Hand, convenient for a Fort : his next 
course South, where within a quarter of a mile, the river 
devideth in two, the neck a plaine high Come field, the 
wester bought a highe plaine likewise, the Northeast an- 
swerable in all respects : in these plaines are planted 
aboundance of houses and people, they may containe looo. 
Acres of most excellent fertill ground, so sweete, so pleasant, 
so beautifuU, and so strong a ^prospect, for an invincible 
strong Citty, with so many commodities, that I know as yet 
I have not seene : This is within one daies iourney of Chaw- 
wonocke, the river falleth into the Kings river, within twelve 
miles of Cape-hendUke. * 

At our Fort, the tooles we had were so ordinarily stolen by 
the Indians, as necessity inforced us to correct their braving 
theeverie : for he that stole to day, durst come againe the 
next day. One amongst the rest, having stolen two swords, 
I got the Counsels consent to set in the bilboes : the next 
day with three more, he came with their woodden swordes in 
the midst of our men to steale, their custome is to take any 
thing they can ceaze off, onely the people of Pamanuke^ wee 
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have not found stealing : but what others can steale, their 
King receiveih. 

I bad them depart, but flourishing their swords, they 
seemed to defend what they could catch but out of our 
hands, his pride urged me to turne him from amongst us, 
whereat he offered to strike me with his sword, which I 
prevented, striking him first : the rest offring to revenge 
the blow, received such an incounter, and fled ; the better 
to affright them, I pursued them with Ave or sixe shot, and 
so chased them out of the Hand : the beginning of this 
broyle, litle expecting by his carriage, we durst have re- 
sisted, having even till that present, not beene contradicted, 
especially them of Paspahegh : these Indians within one 
houre, having by other Salvages, then in the Fort, under- 
stood that I threatned to be revenged, came presently of 
themselves, and fell to working upon our wears, which were 
then in hand by other Salvages, who seeing their pride so 
incountred, were so so submissive, and wilhng to doe any 
thing as might be, and with trembling feare, desired to be 
friends within three daies after : From Nawsamond^ which 
is 30. miles from us, the King sent us a Hatchet, which 
they had stollen from us at our being there : the messenger 
as is the custome, also wee well rewarded and contented. 

The twenty of Aprill, being at worke, in hewing downe 
Trees, and setting Come, an alarum caused us with all 
speede to take our armes, each expecting a new assault of 
the Salvages: but understanding it a Boate under saile, 
our doubts were presently satisfied, with the happy sight of 
Maister Nelson^ his many perrills of extreame stormes and 
tempests. His ship well, as his company coul^ testifie his 
care in sparing our provision, was well : but the providence 
thereof, as also of our stones, Hatchets, and otner tooles, 
onely ours excepted^ which of all the rest was most neces- 
sary, which might inforce us, to think either a seditious 
traitor to our action, or a most unconscionable deceiver of 
our treasures. This happy arrivall of Maister Nelson in the 
Fhenix^ having beene then about three monethes missing, 
after Captaine Nuports arrivall, being to all our expectations 
lost: albeit, that now at the last, having beene long 
crossed with tempestuous weather, and contrary winds, his 
so unexpected commi.ng, did so ravish us with exceeding 
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ioy, that now we thought our selves as well fitted, as our 
harts could wish, both with a competent number of men, as 
also for all other needfull provisions, till a further supply 
should come unto us : whereupon the first thing that was 
concluded, was, that my selfe, and Maister Scrivctttr^ should 
with 70. men goe with the best meanes we could provide, 
to discover beyond the Falls, as in our iudgements conven- 
iently we might : six or seaven daies we spent only in trayn- 
ing, our men to march, fight, and scirmish in the woods, 
their willing minds to this action, so quickened their under- 
standing in this exercise, as in all iudgements wee were 
better able to fight with Powhatans whole force : in our 
order of battle amongst the Trees, (for Thicks there is few) 
then the Fort was to repulse 400. at the first assault, with 
some tenne or twenty shot, not knowing what to doe, nor 
bow to use a Piece: our warrant being sealed, Maister 
Nelson refused to assiste us with the voluntary Marriners, 
and himself as he promised, unlesse we would stand bound 
to pay the hire for shippe, and Marriners, for the time they 
stayed: and further there was some controversie, through 
the diversitie of Contrary opinions, some alleadging, that 
how profitable, and to what good purpose soever our iourney 
should portend, yet our commission, commanding no cer- 
taine designe, we should be taxed for the most indiscreete 
men in the world, besides the wrong we should doe to 
Captaine Nuport^ to whom only all discoveries did belong, 
and to no other: the meanes for guides, beside the uncer- 
taine courses of the river, from which we could not erre 
much, each night would fortifie us in two houres, better then 
that they first called the Fort, their Townes upon the river, 
each within one dayes iourney of other, besides our ordi- 
nary provision, might well be supposed to adde reliefe: for 
truck and dealing only, but in love and peace, as with 
the rest ; if they assalted us, their Townes they cannot 
defend, nor their luggage so convey, that we should no.t 
share, but admit the worst, 16. daies provision we had of 
Cheese Oatmeale and bisket besides our randevous, we 
could and might have hid in the ground. With sixe men, 
Captaine Martin^ would have undertaken it btmselfe, leaving 
the rest to defend the Fort, and plant our Come ; yet no 
reason could be reason, to proceede forward, though we 
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were going aboard to set saile : These discontents caused 
so many doubts to some, and discouragement to others, as 
our ioumey ended : ^et some of us procured petitions to set 
us forwara, only with hope of our owne confusions, our 
next course was to tume husbandmen, to fell Trees and set 
Corne. Fiftie of our men, we imployed in this service, the 
rest kept the Fort, to doe the command of the president, 
and Captaine Martin^ 30. dayes the ship lay expecting the 
triall of certain matters, which for some cause I keepe 
private : The next exploit was an Indian having stolen an 
Axe, was so pursued by Maister Scrivener^ and them next 
him, as he threw it downe, and flying, drew his bow at any 
that durst incounter him : within foure or five dayes after, 
Maister Scrivener and I, being a litle from the Fort, among^ 
the Corne, two Indians, each with a cudgel), and all newly 
painted with Terrasigillata^ came circling about mee, as 
though they would have clubed me like a hare: I knew 
their faining love is towards me, not without a deadly 
hatred, but to prevent the worst, I calling maister Scrivener 
retired to the Fort : the Indians seeing mee suspect them, 
with good tearmes, asked me for some of their men, whom 
they would beate, and went with me into our Fort, finding 
one that lay ordinarily with us, only for a spie : they offered 
to beat him, I in perswading them to forbeare, they offered 
to beginne with me, being now foure for two other arrayed 
in like manner, came in on the other side the Fort : where- 
upon I caused to shut the Ports, and apprehend them. The 
president and Counsell, being presently acquainted, remem- 
bring at the first assault, they came in like manner, and 
never else but against some villanie, 'concluded to commit 
them to prison, and expect the event, eight more we ceazed 
at that present, an houre after came three or foure more 
strangers, extraordinarily fitted with arrowes, skinnes, and 
shooting gloves, their lealousie and feare, bewrayed their 
bad intent, as also their suspitious departure. 

The' next day came first an Indian, then another as Em- 
bassadors for their men, they desired to speake with me,^. .^ 
our discourse was,., that what Spades, Shovells, swords, or "^ 
tooles they had stolne, to bring home (if not the next day, 
they should hang) the next ncwes was. they had taken two 
of our men, ranging in the woods, which mischiefe no pun* 
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ishment will prevent but hanging, and these they would 
should redeeme their owne i6. or i8. thus braving us to our 
doores, we desired the president, and Captaine Martin^ that 
afternoone to sally upon them, that they might but know, 
what we durst to do, and at night mand our Barge, and 
burnt their Townes, and spoiled, and destroyed, what we 
could, but they brought our men, and freely delivered them ; 
the president released one, the rest we brought well guarded, 
to Morning and Evening prayers. Our men all in armes, 
their trembling feare, then caused ihem to much sorrow, 
which till then scoffed, and scorned at what we durst doe, 
the Counsell concluded, that I should terriBe them with some 
torture, to know if I could know their intent, the next day I 
bound one in hold, to the main Mast, and presenting sixe 
Muskets with match in the cockes, forced him to desire life, 
to answere my demaunds he could not : but one of his Como- 
vodos was of the counsell of Paspahcgh^ that could satisBe 
me : I releasing him out of sight, I affrighted the other, first 
with the rack, then^ with Muskets, which seeing, he desired 
me to stay, and hee would confesse to this execution, Mais- 
ter Scrivener came, his discourse was to this effect, that 
Paspahegh^ the Chickahamaniar^ Youghtanum^ Pamaufika, 
MattapanUnt^ and Kiskiack, These Nations were altogether 
a hunting that tooke me, Paspaheghy and Chicahamanya^ had 
entended to surprise us at worke, to have had our tools : 
Powhatan^ and al his would seeme friends, till Captaine 
Nuports retume, that he had againe his man, which he 
called Namontaeky where with a great feast hee would so 
enamor Captain Nuport and his men, as they should ceaze 
on him, and the like traps would be laied for the rest 

This trap for our tooles, we suspected the chiefe occasion 
was foure daies before Patvhatan had sent the boy he had to 
us, with many Turkies to Maister Scrivener^ and mee, under-, 
standing I would go up into his Countries to destroy them,; 
and he doubted it the more, in that I so oft practised my. 
men, whose shooting he heard to his owne lodging, that 
much feared his wives, and children ; we sent him word, we 
entended no such thing, but only to goe to Powhatan^ to- 
seeke stones to make Hatchets, except his men shot at iis» 
as Paspahegh had told us they would, which if they did 
shootebutone arrowe, we would destroy them, and least this 
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mischiefe might happen, sent the boy to acquaint him thus 
much, and request him to send us Weanock^ one of his sub- 
jects for a guide, the boy he returned backe with his Chest, 
and apparell, which then we had given him, desiring another 
for him, the cause was, he was practising with the Chika- 
hamanias^ as the boy susp^ctod some villanie, by their 
extraordinary resort, and secret conference, from whence 
they would send him. The bov we keepe, now we would 
send him many messengers, and presents, the guide we de- 
sired he sent us, and withall requested us to returne him, 
either the boy, or some other, but none he could have, and 
that dav these Indians were apprehended, his sonne with 
others that had loaded at our Fort, returned, and being out 
of the Fort, rayled on me, to divers of our men, to be ene- 
mies to.him, and to the Chikamanias^ not long after Weanoek 
that had bin with us for our guide, whom wee kept to have 
conducted us in another iourney, with a false excuse re- 
turned, and secretly after him, Amocis the Paspaheyan^ who 
aKvaies they kept amongst us for a spie, whom the belter to 
avoide suspition, presently after they came to beateaway: 
these presumptions induced me to take any occasion, not 
onely to try the honesty of Amocis^ the spie, but also the 
meaning of these cunning trickes of their Emperour of Ponh 
hatan \ whose true meaning Captaine Martin most con- 
fidently pleaded. 

The confession of Macanoe^ which was the counseller of 
Paspahegh ; first I, then, Maister Scrivener^ upon their scv- 
erall examinations, found by them all confirmed, that Pas- 
pahtghy and Chickahammania did hate us, and intended some 
mischiefe, and who thev were that tooke me, the names of 
them that stole our tooles, and swords, and that Powhatan 
received them, they all agreed : certaine vollies of shot we 
caused to be discharged, which caused each other to thinke 
that their fellowes had beene slaine. 

P(nvhatan understanding we detained certaine Salvages, 
sent his Daughter, a child of tenne yeares old, which not onlv 
for feature, countenance, and proportion, much exceedeta 
any of the rest of his people, but for wit, and spirit, the only 
Nonparitl of his Country : this hee sent by his most trustie 
messenger, called Rawhunty as much exceeding in deform* 
itie of person, but of a subtill wit, and crafty understandings 
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he with a long circumstance, told niee, how well Pau^hataUy 
loved and respected mee, and in that I should not doubt any 
way of his kindnesse, he had sent his child, which he most 
esteemed, to see me, a Deere, and bread, besides for a pres- 
ent : desiring me that the Boy might come ngaine, which he 
loved exceedingly, his liile Daughter hee had taught this 
lesson also : not taking notice at all of the Indeans that had 
beene prisoners three daies, till that morning that she saw 
their fathers and friends come quickly, and in good tearmes 
to entreate their libertie. 

Opechankanoiigh^ sent also unto us, that for his sake, we 
would release two that were his friends, and for a token sent 
me his shooting Glove, and Bracer, which the day our men 
was taken upon, separating himselfe from the rest a long time, 
intreated to speak with me, where in token of peace» he had 
preferred me the same : now all of them having found their 
peremptorie conditions, but to increase our malice, which they 
seeing us begin to threaten to destroy them, as familiarly as 
before, without suspition, or feare, came amongst us, to begge 
libertie for their men : In the afternoone they being gone, we 
guarded them as before to the Church, and after prayer, 
gave them to PocahuntaSy the Kings Daughter, in regard of 
her fathers kindnesse in sending her : after having well fed 
them, as all the time of their imprisonment, we gave them 
their bowes, arrowes, or what else they had, and with much 
content, sent them packing: PocahuntaSy also we requited, 
with such trifles as contented her, to tel that we had used 
the Piupaheyans very kindly in so releasing them. The ne;jt 
day we had suspition of some other practise for an Ambus- 
cado, but perfectly wee could not discover it, two daies after 
a Paspaheyan^ came to shew us a glistering Minerall stone : 
and with signes demonstrating it to be in great aboundance, 
like unto Rockes, with some dozen more, I was sent to seeke 
to digge some quantitie, and the Indean to conduct me : but 
suspecting this some trick to delude us, for to get some 
Copper of us, or with some ambuscado to betray us, seeing 
him falter in his tale, beeing two miles on our way, led him 
ashore, where abusing us from place to place, and so seeking 
either to have drawne us with him into the woods, or to have 
given us the slippe : I shewed him Copper, which I promised 
to have given him, if he had performed his promise, but for 
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his scoffing and abusing us, I gave twentie lashes with a Rope, 
and his bowes and arrowes, bidding him shoote if he durst, 
and so let him goe. 

In all this time, our men being all or the most part well 
recovered, and we not willing to trifle away more time then 
necessitie enforced us unto, we thought good for the better 
content of the adventurers, in some reasonable sort tofraight 
home Maister Nelson with Cedar wood, about which, our 
men going with willing minds, was in very good time effected, 
and the ship sent for England ; wee now remaining being in 
good health, all our men wel contented, free from mutinies, 
in love one with another, and as we hope in acontinuall peace 
with the Indians, where we doubt not but by God's graciotis 
assistance, and the adventurers willing minds, and speedie 
furtherance to so hooorable an action in after times, to see 
our Nation to enioy a Country, not onely exceeding pleasant 
for habitation, but also very profitable for comerce in gen^ 
erall, no doubt pleasing to almightie God, honourable to our 

fracious Soveraigne, and* commodious generally to the whole 
Lingdome 

< ! 
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Wisps of Wit and Wisdom; or, Knowledge in a KutsbelU 
By Albert P. Soathwick. 12mo. Cloth, xxiv -f 289 pp. Price, 
$1.00. 

Contams much valuabk information on obccura historical. Imndary and 
literary subjccu whose signification and derivation are often sought for by readers. 
It also explains the origin of many popular words and phrases of every-day uso 
whose source and meaning cannot readily be found. 

William Ewart Gladstone : His Iiife and Times. By Lewis 
Apjohn. 12ino. Cloth. 851 pp. With photographic portrait and 
several illustrations. Price. $1.00. 

Vew Border Tales. Bv Sir George Douglas. 12mo. CIoth« gilt 
top. x+284 pages and 7 illustrations. Price, $1.50. 

A collection of charming stories of the Border Country, all impregnated with 
the atmosphere and sentiment of the historic Border-land. 

The Stormy PetreL By John Bowles. 12mo. 849 pp. Cloth. 
Price, $1.00 ; paper covers, price, 50 cents. 

The scene of this story is laid in ** Bloody Kansas,** and many incidents are 
related in connection with the efforts to populate the State in accordance with 
the theory of ** squatter sovereignty.** 

Inspector General, The. A Russian Comedy. Translated from the 
Russian of N. V. Gogol, by A. A. Sykes, B. A. 12mo. Cloth, 
xix+185 pp. With portrait. Price, $1.25. 

** The greatest work of the Rumiaa writer, Gogol. English readers will ei^Joy 

Xrery-Day Help Series. Popular aids for daily duties. 16mo, 
Paper. Slip Covers. Price, 20 cents. Now ready :— 

HOW TO WRITE. HOW TO DEBATE. HOW TO BEHAVE. 
HOW TO DO BUSINESS. THE PARENTAL DON'T. 

Wilson's Tales of the Border and of Scotland* Historical, 
Traditionary and Imaginative. Revised by Alexander Leighton. 

In 24 volumes. Price, 40 cents each. Also in 12 volume sets, 
in box. Sold only in scU. Price, $10.00. 

The Oentenarjr Life of John Wesley. By Edith C. Kenyon. 
12mo. Cloth, viii-f 404 pp. 68 illustrations. Price, $1.00. 

Stanley and Africa. By the Author of ** Life of General Gordon.** 
12mo. Cloth, gilt. viii-»-488 pp. and 81 full-page illustrations. 
Price, $1.00. • *-•" »^ 

JTor Lust of Ck>ld : A Romance. ' By Aaron Watson. 12mo; Cloth. 
viii+812 pages and 6 illustrations. Price, $1.50. 

A aarrative of the adveaturee of Francis Boulmer, Aathoay Goddard and 
certain ocbeis, in their March for the golden dty of Manoa. 

mrom Australia and Japan. Comprising : Felix Holt, Secundus^ 
The Wooing of Webster— A Yoahiwara Episode— The Bear Hunt of 
Fuji-Saa— A Tomi Monogatari of Modem Times— Faustus Junior, 
Ph. D.— Fred Wilson's Fate. 12mo. Cloth. 220 pp. and 12 
illustrations. Price, $1.50. 

A colle ct ioa of storiee hjr a new writer which abonnd in oat-ol^ho-way nd* 
ventwe, and invado regnas nt yet little travetted by fiction. 
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Ziife of John Oreenleaf Whittier. Great Writers Seties, BrW. J. 
l.iiuon. With bibliography. 12ino. Cloth, uncut. yiii+^CK} pp* 
Price, 40 cents. 

The OuUy of Blumansdyke, and Other Stories. By A. Coiuui 
Doyle. 12mo. '249 pp. Paper covers. Price. 40 cents. 

Health Lectures. Popular treatises on health topics by various English 
physicians. 8vo. Cloth. Series. I and II. Price, each, 40 cents. 

Arsareth ; a Tale of the Luray Oavems. 12mo. Cloth. 275 pp. 
Price. $1.00. 

** Arsareth '* abounds in descrifHions of the many intereslinK feaivret of lif« in 
Virginia '* befo* de war.** I'he cnief incident is the ** 6nd ** in the Luray CavenM 
of an old Phoenician record which gives the details of a pre-Colnnibiaa discovery 
of A merica. 'I'his document is an important fKtor in determiaiaa th« fortuaea of 
the chief actors in the romance. 

The Strange Friend of Tito Oil. Translated from the Spanish oC 
Aiarcon. By Mrs. Francis j. A. Darr. Illustrated. 12iiio. Cloth. 
183 pp. Price, $1.00. 

** A year*s reading may not give the seeker after literary noveltiet a ule so 
prettily quaint as the Strange Friend •/ Tite Gil. The humor is delicate ami 
airy, and the book ia the bat short Spanish story yet translated into EagUsh.'* 
^Herald^ Besten, 

Brunhilde ; or, The Last Act of Norma* Translated from the 
Spanish of Aiarcon. By Mrs. Francis J. A. Darr. 12ina 811 pp. 
With Portrait of the Author. Cloth. Price, $1.00 ; paper, 90 cents. 
^ Very dramatic, and very interesting.***Crf/i^, New Yerk, 

Authors* Birthdays. By Caroline H. Stanley. Paper covers. Ill 
pp. Price, 80 cents. 

A series of exercises OMnmemorative of Authors' Birthdays, with sketches of 
the A uthors^ Longfellow, Lowell, Whittier, Bryant, Emerson, Holmes, Pot, 
Hayne, Carleton, Cary. 

Parallel Edition of the Glassies. Consisting of the Original and 
'I'mnslation urranged on opposite pages. By a Latin Professor. 
12mo. Cloth. Price, $1.00 each. 

The value of a parallel edition for the homk STimv of the Claaskt is obviote to 
all, and those desiring to obtain a knowledge of the literary masUrpieces of 
antiquity will find this edition of great value in punuing such a couna ofscudy. 

Now Rbady. 
Cetsaf's CommefUariit, VergiCs jEmid, SeUct OraHmu pf CSrvfv. 

FREE TO ALL on application. Descriptive catalogue of the 
Gamely Series, Canterbury PoeU Series, Great Writers Series (12iiio), 
Scott Library, and Oxford Library, for which we are the American agents. 

Ifypur hooktelUr emnnot tu^lv any of ikese SocJks, remit mt the ffiee 
in tie safest maHmr^ a$td we vnll forvtard your ordor^ emeriagt frepoid, 

A. LOVELL, & CO.. 

PublisKerfl and Sooksellem, 

"^ 3 EMt 14th Street, New York. 
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The Graphic System of Practical Penmanship. 

By EDWIN SHEPASD. 

This System is free from technicality, and substitutes practical common 
sense for impractical theoiy. The copies are plain and beautiful, and 
the engraving, ruling and paper are excellent. 

A particular feature is the strong reversible binding. The books may 
be folded back so as to expose but one page, and yet occupy only half the 
usual amount of desk space, while still presenting a flat surface to write 
upon. This julds greatly to the convenience of the pupil and enables 
kim to secure the correct position at the desk. 

Each book has a reversible blotter attached to the cover which can be 
shut into the book. 

The Cour«e« comprijed in thU System are aa follows:— 

Grammar Course, 9 numbers, per dosen $0 96 

, Shorter - 6 •* *• 73 

Tracing " 3 " " 72 

Practice Book, per dos 86 

Blank Writing book, per dos 48 

^ Graphic SpelUng Blank, i>cr doz 48 

Graphic Writing Chart, each \ 1 50 

Practice Paper, per package of 50 »he«ti 13 

The Qraphic Copy Books '* an ptdagogualiy tomct and makani" 
catty eonvement" 

The Graphic System of Object Drawing. 

By HOBABT B. JACOBS and AUGUSTA L. BBOWEB. 

This System maintains an equal proportion between free-hand drawing 
and the study of geometric forms, and thus follows the method of 
instruction used by Sie best Paris art teachers. 

The plan of the lessons arouses an interest in the study which it u 
imposstble to obtain where either branch is taught to the exclusion or 
undue proportion of the other. 

Pupils are taught to draw directly from the object by a method which 
is a coaracteristic feature of this System. 

The Numbers comprised in this System are as follows :^ 

Elementary Courso-^Nos. 1, 3. 8, 4, per dozen $1 30 

Advanced " — Nos. 6, 6, 7, per doxen 1 80 

Teacher's Manual, per copy 40 

Sample Set with Manual sent for examination on receipt of $1.00. 

The Qraphic Drawing BOOICS are **iJU BEST f^r Uaeldng 
fmrpatit** 

A. L0VELL.6: CO., Publishers. 



American History Leaflets. 

COLONIAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL. 

EDITED BY 

ALBERT BU5HNELL HART and EDWARD CHANNINQt 

Of ItervM^ UAlv«rtlty. 

Pricct per copy* 10 Cents* • 

These Leaflets are designed to promote the scientific method of studytnf 
history from its documents, and furnish in convenient form and at a ' 
moderate price copies of original documents that have become famous In 
our colonial and constitutional history as the outcome of some Important 
crisis, or as exponents of the theories underlying our form of government ^ 
Each Leaflet contains a brief historical introduction and bibliography to aid 
further investigation by the student. 

1.— The Letter of Columbus to Luis de Sant Angel announcing his 

Discovery, with Extracts from his Journal. 
2.— The Ostend Manifesto. 1854. 

3. — Extracts from the Sagas describing the Voyages to Vlnland. 
4. — Extracts from Official Declarations of the United States smbo4ylng 

the Monroe Doctrine. 1789-1891. 
5. — Documents illustrating the Territorial Development of the Unltsd 

SUtes. 1763-1769. 
6. — Extracts from official Papers relating to the Bering Sea Con tf ov sray* 

1790-1892. 
7.— The Articles of Confederation of the United Colonies of New 

England. 1643-1684. / 

Q.—Exact Text of the Constitution of the United SUtes. Ffom tki^ 

Original Mamscnpts. 1 787-1 870. ^ 

9. — ^Documents describing the Voyage of John Cabot In 1497. 
10. — Governor McDuffie*s Message on the Slavery Question. 1835. 
11.— Jefferson *s Proposed Instructions to the Virginia Delegates, 177.4. 

and the Original Draft of the Declaration of Independence, 1776. - 
12. — Ordinances of Secession and other Documents. 1860-1861. 
1 3.— Coronado*s Journey to New Mexico and the Great Plains. 1 540-42.. . ^ 
14.— Plans of Uplon. 1696-1780. 

15.— The Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions, with the Allen, Sedittoa - 
and other Acts. 1798-1799. 
^. 16.— Documents Illustrating the Territorial Development of the Unilsd . 
States. 1584-1774. 
17.— Documents relating to the Kansas-Nebraska Act 1854. 
18.— UnooUi*s Inaugural and First Message to Congress. 1861. 
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.: . " 19.— Extracts from the Navigation Acts. 1645-1696.. 
, 20.— The Exact Text of the Articles of Confederation, with the Franklin * 

and Dickinson Drafts. Fivm the Original Manuscripts, 1776- 
i- 1781. 

21.— The Stamp Act. 1765. 

22. — Documents illustrating State Land Claims and Cessions. 1 776- 1 802. 

23. — Extracts from the Dred Scott Decision. 1857. 
I , 24. — Documents relative to the Bank Controversy. 1829-1833. 
't ~ All of the above numbers are now ready for delivery. Price, 10 Cents 

•. . per number. 

; ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The following six numbers will be issued bimonthly in the months of 
: January. March, May, July. September and November, 1896. 

r Annual subscription, 60 cents. Price, per number, 10 cents. 

*" * 25. — Extracts from the Massachusetts Body of Liberties. 1641. 

t' \^ 26. — Extracts from Lincoln *s State Papers. Dec. 1861-March 1865. 

f , 27.— The Early History of Virginia. Extracts from John Smithes True 

Relation^ etc. 
>- 28. — Proposals to Amend the Articles of Confederation. 1780-1787. 

29.— The Early History of Plymouth. Extracts from Bradford and Mount. 
I 30.— Constitutional Doctrines of Webster, Hayne, and Calhoun. 1828- 

1833. 
V 

SOME PRESS AND OTHER COMMENTS. 

** The * Leafleu ' which the professora of American History at Harvard have been 

* _ cditinir during the past tnree years. affi>rd in every respect the t>est available material 

for the study uf our national history in preparatory scnools and lower college grades. 

Each leaflet presents a single document, or group of documents most intimately asso- 

^ dated, chosen with the design of affording to the student the means of reading and 

/ studying f r himself the exact language and meaning of the document in question.'*— 

. > JmtmatP/Mducation. 
!^ ** A file cf these leafleU is a necessity to every library.**— iVcw Ymrk World, 

** These ex*racu from original documents, made by most competent hands, are 

* ~ intended to faciliute the study of American History in the original documenu by those 
f •. nnable to reach large litwaries, or by scliool classes without toe time or ability to find 
I . and consult the Sute papers, "—itoofc Aewt. 

* **Designed to encourage the method of studying and teaching History by means of 
i lh»ofigiDaiiwonrct».**''AnfuUt of AwttrkamJLeadmpt/I^i^cal and Social Scimet, 

i^ '^' ** These leafleu are valuable aids to the scientific study of history through iu im« 

: porunt d'Komcnts ; state papers which have had a distinct influence on the conduct oi 

the sute being published in this form at a trifling eo^t^'Sprima/ldd RtptiMeam, 
i, **They seem to me to be exactly what was needed."->Cl V. BantU, PtmUmL Ctmim 

Uk«MdlnaUlmU,Fi9HPiatm.N,T/ 
r^ ** It seems to me that your History Leaflets ought to be in the handsol vrnrf 

y r- progressive teacher of American Hiatory.*'-^. ^. XMIMnfAwn, PHm f§ ml < mkmXU 

t. . __^— 

A* LOVBLL A CO.* Publlslier», 
113 Wakflsll AvMMM, CHICAOO. a BmI PMrtMatli StrMt, NEW YORK, ^ \ 
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Handbook of Dates* By HinrV Clintoh Brown, is mo. Cloth. 

Tiii+l82pp. Price $l oo 

Amuigcd Atphabetkall^r and chronologkally, oomprisiiic all iIm importMit tvtiitt 
tnm iIm «arlMat nget to within th« prtsent d«aul«. 

Tho Honors of the Empire State in the War of the Bebellion. 
Bf Thoi. S. Townsbnd. Large I8 mo. Cloth. 416 pp. Price. . .S 50 
A hiiloiir of the mSUtary epenitioiis of th« Bmpirt Stato during the CivU War. 

Whof Whenf And Whatf Six Centuriet of Men and Events.' 
In Chart form. Price, in Dack case, 50 cents ; Leather case 75 

Folitieal Bconomy for American Youth. By J. Harris Patton. 
Z2 mo. Cloth. viii-|-39S pp. Price t 00 

It adYoeate* tho adopcioo and maintcoanca of an economic ty«teni Miited to 
American oonditiom, while at the Mime time recognising at their full value eom* 
mereial and industrial relations with foreign nations. The principles advanced are 
n-«nlNced hjr cttataoas from our national history. 

' The Bight Hours Bmt. By Sidney Wcbb and Harold Cox. 
18 mo. viii+28opp. raper covers. Price 50 

The question is dtscossed in its historical, economic, and social aspects, aad 
* R a bibliography for further research. 



L Ohrios for Young Americans* By Wm. M. Gippin. Large is mo. 

} 132 PP* With an illiutration. Cloth. Price 50 

t ' The author shows in a strikingly novel and interesttng way, and in language 

h' iatelligibletoaten-year-oldboy, the iMir/j«//f of government, the ^(^Vnr«/yvrMf 

r of government and the «iAwn/«i|wofour government over all others. 

[ . OiTil Oovemment. By R. E. Clkmsnt. 12 mo. Cloth, xir-h 

h saapp. Price 84 
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A brief and ludd treatise on tho Federal Constitution, and the Colonial, 
Revolutionary and Confederate Govemmenu which preceded it. 



i gngHsh Political Orations from Wentworth to Xacaulay. 
Edited, with Introduction, by William Clarkb. X2 mo. xyi+SiS 
pp. Cloth, vncut, price, 40 cents ; red roan, $1.25 ; half more, g. t. • t so 

Great s pe e c hes on great themes bjr fiunoos English ■tateimea. Tho selection 
0>»i ti a period from 1576 to sin. 

y ""^ 

For tale by all bookselkn, or sent by mail, postpaid, on receipt of the price. 

A. IX^YELL & CO., VuBUSHSBS, 
Hai Wabash AvaMChkago. 8 Sast 14th Street, Vew York. 
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PROPOSALS TO AMEND 

THE ARTICLES OF CONFEDERATION. 

X781-1789. 

CONTENTS OF THIS NUMBER. 

F:i/t percent AmenJmtnL 

Matits0ti*s Ref^ori on Coercion^ 

Hamiolph^s Report oh Powers of Comgrest. 

Pehtiah WfbsterU Scheme, 
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Many miscoiKeptions as to the process of framini; the Constitution in 
1787, arise out of a want of knowledge of the preliminary work of dis- 
cussion and specific suggestions. The Articles f>f Confederation 
went into effect March i, 1781, (see the brief account prefixed to Amer* 
ican History Leaflets^ No, 20) ; but at that time Congress had already 
discerned the imperfection of the constitution thus to be established, 
and had on February 1, 1781, submitted an amendment, the so-called 
*• Five per cent, scheme." Upon the failure to receive the necessary 
unanimous ratification, it was followed bv another formal amendment, 
the ** Revenue Plan, April 18, 1783." This also failed, and a third plan, 
the Commerce Amendment, was the last resort When this also was lost, 
it became evident that a convention was the onlv body capable of framing 
amendments which would command the attention of the country. 

Meanwhile, both in and out of Congress suggestions abounded thmt 
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3 AMENDMENTS TO CONFEDERATION. \ 

Congress submit additional amendments or that s4>mehow tlie frame* 
work and powers of government be altered. Hamilton and Madison 
both vainly set their shoulders to the wheel ; and lx>th had a later o|>- * 

portunity, in the Federal Convention, to make their ideas effective. 
The pamphleU of Pelatiah \Vel>ster and Noah Webster reHect the in- 
telligent criticism which came from out-of-doors. 

The sources from which these documents have been taken are indi- 
cated at the foot of each. The three amendments which received the 
a))proval of Congress have been copied by one of the editors from the 
manuscript records in the State l)e|>artment, in which most uf the 
other documents here printed are likewise loilged. The text of the 
Articles of Confederation and the Constitution, between which several 
of these documents are a kind of bridge, are in American History Lraf* 
iets^ Nos. 20 and 8. The principal secondary authorities arc George T. 
Curtis, History 0/ the Constitution of tiit United States^ 2 vols, (reprmted 
as Vol. I. of his Constitntional history of the United States); (#eorge 
Bancroft, History 0/ the Formation of the Constitution^ 2 vols., with 
Appendices (reprinted without the Appendices of documents as. History 
p/the United States \A nth or'' s last revision] VI); Timoth]^ i*ilkin, /Witi- 
ea/ and Cn'il History of the United States^ II. The period is also cov- * 

ered, with less attention to constitutional development, bv j. H. Mc* 
Master, Historv of the People of the United States^ I ; John Piske, Criti- 
€al Periotl of American History; Richard Ilildreth, History of the 
Utiited States, III. 8i>ecial information may be found in the biogra- ; 

phies and works of Washington, Hamilton, Madison (esi>ecially Gilpin, 
^fadisc-u IV^/'f'^t), Jefferson, Patrick Henry, Franklin, Gerry, John Ja^-, 
and Samuel Adams. A classified biblio^iraphy of the period is m 
Channing and Hart, Guide to the Study *f American Ifistoiy, §5 145 !54. - 

X— 1781, Feb. 3. Five per-cent. Amendment. 

[Submitted by Congress to the Stales : failed, 12 ratifications to i.] ( 

Resolved that it be recommended to the several States 
as indispensiblv necessary, that they vest a power in Con- 

fress to levy for the use of the United Slates a dtity of 
ve per cent advalorem at the time and place of importation 
upon all goods wares and merchandizes of foreign growth 
and manufactures which may be imported into any of the 
said States from any foreign port Island or plantation after ,- 

the first day of May 1781, except arms ammunition cloath- 
ing& other articles imported on account of the United States \ 

or any of them ; and except wool cards & cotton cards 
& wire for making them, and also except salt during the ( 

war. — ; 

Also a like duty of five per cent on all prizes and prize U 

£Oods condemned in the court of Admiralty of any of these | 
States as lawful prize. 
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FIVE PEH'CENT. SCHEME, 3 

That the monies arising from the said duties be appro- 
priated to the discharge of the principal & interest oU th« 
<Iebts aheady contracted or which may be contracted on the 
faith of the United States for supporting the present war. — 

That the said duties be continued until the said debts 
shall be fully & fitiMy ^xsch^Tgtd.-^MaNuscnpt Joitrfiai 0/ 
Congress, Vol. 30. 

2— I78i» March i6. Madison's Report on Coercion. 

lke|>orteil by Maclisun from a Conunittee, March 16; Congress on 
May 2 sent the rc|x>rt to a Grand Committee. (See the next nection)]. 

Whereas it is stipulated and declared in the i3ih Article 
of the Confederation, " that every Stale shall abide by the de- 
terminations of the United States in Congress assembled, 
on all questions which by this Confederation are stibmitted 
to them : and that the Articles of this Confederation shall be 
inviolably obser\'ed by every State;" by which Article a 
general and implied power is vested in the United States in 
Congress assembled, to enforce and carr)' into effect all the 
Articles of the said Confederation against any of the States 
which shall refuse or neglect to abide by such their de- 
ternn'nations, or shall otherwise violate any of the articles ; 
but no determinate and particular provision is made for that 
purpose ; And whereas the want of such provision may be 
a pretext to call into question the legality of such measures 
as may be necessary for preserving the authority of the Con- 
federation, and for doing justice to the States which shall 
duly fulfil their federal engagements; and it is, moreover, 
most consonant to the spirit of a free Constitution, that, on 
the one hand, all exercise of power should be explicitly and 
precisely warranted, and, on the other, that the penal conse- 
.<)uences of a violation of duty should be clearly promulged 
and understood : And whereas it is further declared by the 
said 13th Article of the Confederation, that no addition shall 
be made to the articles thereof, unless the same shall be 
agreed to in a Congress of the United States, and be after- 
wards confirmed by the Legislatures of every State: the 
United States in Congress assembled, having seriously and 
maturely deliberated on these considerations, and being de- 
sirous as far as possible to cement and invigorate the Fed- 
eral union, that it may be both established on the most im- 
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mutable basis, and be the more effectual for securing the 
immediate object of it, do hereby agree and recommend ta 
the Legislatures of every State, to confirm and to authorize 
their relegates in Congress to subscribe the following clause 
as an additional article to the thirteen Articles of Confedera- 
tion and perpetual union : 

It is understood and hereby declared, that in case an/ 
one or more of the confederated States shall refuse or neg» 
lect to abide by the determinations of the United States in 
Congress assembled, and to observe all the Articles of 
Confederation as required by the 13th Article, the said 
United States in Congress assembled, are fully authorized 
to employ the force of the United States, as well by sea as 
by land, to compel such State or States to fulfil their federal 
engagements ; and particularly to make distraint on any of 
the effects, vessels, and merchandizes of such State or 
States, or any of the citizens thereof, wherever found, and 
to prohibit and prevent their trade and intercourse as well 
with any other of the United States and the citizens thereof, 
as with any foreign State, and as well by land as by sea^ 
until full compensation or compliance be obtained with 
respect to all requisitions made by the United States in 
Congress assembled, in pursuance of the Articles of Con* 
federation. 

And it is understood, and is hereby agreed, that this 
Article shall be binding on all the States not actually in 
possession of the enemy, as soon as the same shall be 
acceded to and duly ratified by each of the said States.^-' 
Henry D. Gilpin, Papers of Janus Madison^ I., 88-90. 

3—1781, Aug. 22. Randolph's Report on Powers 
of Congress. 

[Madison*8 proposition of March 13 was referred to a Grand Com- 
miuee. May 2 ; by them reported July 30, and at theii' reconimenda^ 
tion, a new Special Committee of three was constituted \ which 011 
August 22 reported as follows:] 

Report of Mr. Randolph, Mr. Ellsworth, Mr. Varnum, com* 
nuttee to prepare an exposition of the confederation, a 
plan for its complete execution, and supplemental articles^ 
delivered 22 Aug., 1781. 
The committee appointed to prepare an exposition of the 
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confederation, a plan for its complete execution and supple- 
mental articles, report: That they ought to be discharged I ' 
from the exposition of the confederation because such a com- V 
ment would be voluminous if co-extensive with the subject , 
The omission to enumerate any congressional powers would 
become an argument against their existence, and it will be 
•early enough to insist upon them when they shall be exer- ! 
cised and disputed. ': 

They farther reix>rt that the confederation requires execu- 
tion in the following manner: 

1. By adjusting the mode and proportions of the militia 
aid to be furnished to a sister state laboring under invasion. 

2. By describing the privileges and immunities to which 

the citizens of one state are entitled in another. ' \ 

3. By setting forth the conditions upon which a criminal 

is to be delivered up by one state upon the demand of the ' 

executive of another. 

4. By declaring the method of exemplifying records and 

the operation of the acts and judicial proceedings of the ' 

•courts of one state, contravening those of the states in which 
they are asserted. 

^. By a form to be observed in the notification of the ap- 
pomtment or suspension of delegates. 

6. By an oath to be taken by every delegate against secret 
i trusts of salaries. 

7. By specifying the privileges of delegates from arrests, 
imprisonment, questioning for free speech and debates in 
congress, saving as well their amenability to their con- i 1 
stituents as protesting against the authority of individual 
legislatures to absolve them from obligations to secrecy. 

8. By instituting an oath to be taken by the officers of the ; 'i 
United States or any of them against presents, emoluments, 

office or title of any kind from a king, prince, or foreign 

state. ^ '\X 

9. By one universal plan of equipping, training, and gov- ^ j . 
cming the militia. I '; 

10. By a scheme for estimating the value of all land within 
-each state granted to or surveyed for any person or persons, , 
together with the building and improvements thereon : and 
the appointment of certani periods at which payment shall 
be made. 
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1 1. By establishing rules for captures on land and the dis- 
tribut-ion of the sales. 

12. By ascertaining the jurisdiction of congress in terri* 
torial questions. 

13. By erecting a mint. 

14. By fixing a standard of weights and measures through* 
out the United States. 

15. By appointing a committee for Indian affairs. 

16. By regulating the post-office. 

17. By establishing a census of white inhabitants in each 
state. 

18. By publishing the Journal of Congress monthly. 

19. By registering seamen. 

20. By liquidation of old accounts against the United 
States; and 

21. By providing means of animadverting on delinquent 
states. 

Resolved, That of the preceding articles, the 9th be re- 
ferred to the Board of War, the 13th, 14th, and i6th to the 
Superintendent of Finance, and the others to a committee ii> 
order that the subject matter thereof may be extended in de* 
tail for the consideration of congress. 

And your committee further report, That as America be* 
came a confederate republic to crush the present and future 
foes of her independence ; 

As of this republic a general council is a necessary organ ; 

And without the extension of its power in the cases here* 
inafter enumerated war may receive a fatal inclination and 
peace be exposed to daily convulsions : 

It be resolved to recommend to the several states to auth* 
orize your the United States in Congress assembled — 

1. To lay embargoes in time of war without any limita* 
tion. 

2. To prescribe rules for impressing property into the ser* 
vice of the United States during the present war. 

3. To appoint the collectors of and direct the mode of 
accounting for taxes imposed according to the requisitions of 
congress. 

4. To recognise the independence of and admit into the 
federal union any part of one or more of the United States 
with the consent of the dismembered state. 
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5. To stipulate in treaties with foreign nations for the . ; 
establishment of consular power, without reference to the 

stnes individually. 

6. To distrain the property of a state delinquent in its t 
assigned proportion of men and money. 

7. To vary the rules of suffrage in congress, taking care ^ 
that in questions for waging war, granting letters of marque 

and reprisal in time of peace, concluding or giving instruc- 

tions for any alliance, coining money, regulating the value of 

coin, determining the total number of land and sea forces, 

and allotting to each state its quota of men or money, emit* :,«' 

ting bills of credit, borrowing money, fixing the number and j 

force of vessels of war, and appointmg a commander-in-chief 

of the army and navy — at least two-thirds of the United ' 

States shall agree therein. 

Resolved, that a committee be appointed to prepare a 
representation to the several states of the necessity of these , * 

supplemental powers, and of pursuing, in the modification ; ' 

thereof, one uniform plan. — George Bancroft, History of 
the Formation 0/ the Constitution^ I., App., 286-288. 

4—1783, Feb. 26. Pclatiah Webster's Scheme. \ \ 

A number of sovereign States .uniting into one Com- j 

monwealth, and ap[>ointing a supreme power to manage the j ' 

affairs of the union, do necessarily ami unaiu^idabiy part with j >* 

and transfer over to such supreme power, so much of their own 
sovereignity^ as is necessary to render the ends of the union ef • '/ 

fectual^ otherwise their confederation will be an union with* • • 

out bands of union, like a cask without hoops, that may and i 

probably will fall to pieces, as soon as it is put to any exer* 
cise which requires strength. 

In like manner, every member of civil society parts with 
many of his natural rights, that he may enjoy the rest in 
greater security under the protection of society. 

The UNION of the Thirteen States of America is of mighty 
consequence to the security^ sovereignity, and even l^erty of 
each of them ; united under a natural, well-adjusted, and ef- 
fectual constitution, thev are a strong, rich, growing power, 
with great resources anci means of defence, which no foreign 
power will easily attempt to invade or insult; they may ess* 
ily command respect 
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I BEGIN with my first and great principle, viz: Thatihe 
constitution must vest powers in every department sufficient to 
secure and make effectual the ends of it. The supreme author- 
ity must have the power of making war and peace—^i appoint* 
ifig armies and fiavies — of appointing ^^.^rx both civil and 
military — of making cotitrcuts^^oi emitting^ coining and bor- 
roxving money-— oi regulating trade — of making treaties with 
foreign powers — of establishing post offices — and in short of 
doing everything which the well-being of the Commonwealth 
may require, and which is not compatible to any particular 
State, all of which require money, and cannot possibly be 
made effectual without it. 

They must there/ore of necessity be vested with a pouter of 
taxation, I know this is a most important and weighty trust, 
a dreadful engine of oppression, tyranny, and injury, when 
ill-used ; yet, from the necessity of the case^ it must be ad- 
mitted. 

For to give a supreme authority a' power of making r^^//- 
iracts^ without any power of payment — of appointing officers^ 
civil and military, without money to pay them — a power to 
build ships^ without any mofuy to do it with — a ix)wer of emit- 
ting money^ without any power to redeem it— or of borrowing 
money, without any power to make payment^ Sec, &c. such 
solecisms in government, are so nugatory and absurd, that I 
really think to offer further arguments on the subject, would 
be to insult the understanding of my readers 

That the supreme authority should be vested with powers 
to tertninate znd finally decide controifersies arising between dif 
ferefit States^ I take it, will be universally admitted, but I 
humbly apprehend that an appeal from the first instance of 
trial ought to be admitted in causes of great moment, on the 
same reason that such appeals are admitted in all the States 
of Europe. It is well known to all men versed in Courts, 
that the first hearing of a cause, rather gives an opening to 
that evidence and reason which ought to decide it, than such 
a full examination and thorough discussion, as should always 
precede a final judgment, in causes of national consequence. 
—A detail of reasons might be added, which I deem it un- 
necessary to enlarge on here. 

The supreme authority ought to have a power ol peace and 
war^ and forming treaties and alliances yf\\\\ all foreign powers; 
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which implies a necessity of their also having sufficient |X)w* \ 

ers to enforce the obedience of all subjects of the United States , J 

to such treaties and alliances ; with ///// power to unite the 
force oi the Slates; and direct its o|)erations in war; and to 
punish all transgressors in all these respects ; otherwise, by 
the imprudence of afew^ the whole Commonwealth may be !,; 

embroiled with foreign powers, and the o])erations of war »• 

may be rendered useless, or fail much of their due effect. 

All these I conceive will be easily granted, especially the ^ 

latter, as the power of Congress to appoint and direct the 
army and navy in war, with all departments thereto belonging, ^ 

and punishing delinquents in them all, is already admitted 
into practice in the course of the present unhappy war, in 
which we have been long engaged. 

But now the great and most difficult part of this weighty 
subject remains to be considered, viz. how t/iese supreme 
po^vers are to be constituted in such manner that they may tpe 
able to exercise with f nil force and effect^ the vast authorities 
committed to them, tor the good and well-being of the United 
States, and yet be so checkca and restrained from exercising 
them to the injury and ruin of the States, that we may with 
safety trust them with a commission of such vast magnitude; 
— and may Almighty wisdom direct my pen in this arduous 
discussion \ 

2. That the Congress shall consist of two chambers ^ an upper \ 
and loiver house, or senate and commons^ with the concurrence 
of both necessary to ei^ery act ; and that every Slate send one 
or more delegates to each House : this will subject every act 
to two discussions before two distinct chambers of men 
equally qualified for the debate, equally masters of the sub- 
ject, and of equal authority in the decision - 

The greatest care and wisdom is therefore requisite to give 
them the best and surest information, and of that kind that 
may be the most safely relied on, to prevent their being de- 
luded or prejudiced by partial representations, made by in- 
terested men who have particular views. | 

This information may. perhaps be best made by the great 
ministers ofstate^ who ought to be men of the greatest abilities ! 

and integrity ; their business is confined to their several de- \ 

partments, and their attention engaged strongly and con- 
stantly to all the several parts of the same ; the whole i 
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arrangement, method, and order of which, are formed, super- 
intended, and managed in their offices, and all information 
relative to their departments centre there. . 

These ministers will of course have the best information, 
and most perfect knowledge, of the state of the Nation, as 
far as it relates to their several departments, and will of 
course be able to give the best information to Congress, in 
what manner any bill proposed will affect the public interest 
in their several departments, which will nearly comprehend 
the whole. 

The Financier manages the whole subject of reifcnues and 
expenditures — the Secretary of State takes knowledge of the 
general policy and internal government — the minister of war 
presides in the whole business of war and defence — and the 
minister of foreign affairs regards the whole slate of the na- 
tion, as it stands related to, or connected with, ail foreign 
powers. 

I mention a Secretary of State^ because all other nations 
have one, and I suppose we shall need one as much as they, 
and the multiplicity of affairs which naturally fall into his of- 
fice will grow so fast, that I imagine we shall soon be under 
the necessity of appointing one. 

To these 1 would add Judges of Law^ and Chatuery ; but 
I fear they will not be very soon appointed — the one supposes 
the existence of law^ and the other of equity — and when we 
shall be altogether convinced of the absolute necessity of the 
real and effectual existence of both these, we shall probably 
appoint proper heads to preside in those departments — I 
would therefore propose, 

5. I further propose, that no grant of money whatever 
shall be made, without an appropriation^ and that rigid penal" 
ties (no matter how great, in my opinion the halter would be 
mild enough) shall be inflicted on any person, however august 
his station, who should give order^ or vote for the payment, 
or actually pay one shilling of such money to any other pur- 
pose than that of its appropriation^ and that no order whatever 
of any superior in office shall justify such payment, but every 
order shall express what funds it is drawn upon, and what 
appropriation it is to be charged to, or the order shall not 
be paid 

6. I would further propose, that the aforesaid great minU^ 



'\ 



PELA TIA f/ H^EBS TE/TS SCHEME, 1 1 

ters of state shall compose a Council of State^ to whose number 
Congress may add three others, viz. one from Neu> England^ 
one from the middle States, and one from the southern States^ 
one of which to be appointed President by Congress ; to all of 
whom shall be commiited the supreme executitfe authority of 
the States (all and singular of them ever accountable to Con- 
gress) who shall superintend all the executive departments, 
and appoint all executive officers, who shall ever be account- 
able to, and removable for just cause by, them or Congress, 
L /., either of them. 

7. I propose further, that the powers of Congress, and 
all the other departments acting under them, shall all be 
restricted to such matters only of getieral tucessity and utility . 
to all the States, as cannot come within the jurisdiction of 
any particular State is not competait: so that each particular j 
State shall enjoy all sovereignity and supreme authority to ^ 
all intents and pur[>oses, excepting only those high authori- \ 
ties and powers by them delegated to Congress, for the pur- 
poses of the general union 

No laws of any State whata'cr, which do not carry in them 
a force which extends to their effectual and final execution, can 
afford a certain or sufficient security to the subject : this is too 
plain to need any proof 

I therefore propose, that every person whatever, whether 
in public or private character, who shall, hy public vote or other 
overt act, disobey the supreme authority, shall be amendable to 
Congress, shall be summofied and compelled to appear before 
Congress, and, on due conviction, suffer such fine, imprison^ 
ment, or other punishment as the supreme authority shall 
judge requisite. 

I propose that any State may petition Congress to repeal 
any law or decision which they have made, and if mon than 
half the States do this, the law or decision shall be repealed^ let \ 
its nature or importance be however great, excepting only 
such acts as create funds for the public credit. 

Further I propose, that if the execution of any cut or order 
of the supreme authority shall be opposed by force in any of 
the states (which God forbid H it shall be lawful for Congress 

to send into such state a suffieienl force to suppress it, 

— Pelatiah Webster, A Dissertation on thePolitieed Union emd 
Constitution of the Thirteen United Stata, 300-935 P^^in. 
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5—1783, April 18. Revenue Amendment. 

[Submitted by Congress to the Sutes : Failed, 12 ratifications to i.] 

Resolved by nine States That it be recommended to the 
several States as indispensibly necessary to the restoration 
of public credit, and to the punctual & honorable discharge 
of the public debts to invest the United States in Congress 
Assembled with a power to levy for the use of the United 
States the following duties upon goods imported into the 
said States from any foreign port Island or plantation. 
Upon all rum of Jamaica proof per Gallon, 4/90 of a dol. 
Upon all other Spirituous liquors 
Upon Madeira Wine 
Upon all other wines 
Upon Common bohea tea per pound 
Upon all other teas 
Upon Pepper per pound 
Upon brown sugar per pound - 
Upon loaf sugar 
Upon all other Sugars 
Upon Molasses per G<allon - 
Upon Cocoa & Coffee per pound 

Upon all other Goods a duty of five per Cent ad valorem 
at the time & Place of importation. Provided that None of 
the said duties shall be applied to any other purpose than 
the discharge of the Interest or principal of the debts con- 
tracted on the faith of the United States for supporting the 
war, agreeably to the resolution of the i6th day of December 
last, nor be continued for a longer term than twenty ^s^ 
years ; and provided that the Collectors of the said duties 
shall be appointed by the States within which their Offices are 
to be respectively exercised, but when so appointed shall 
be amenable to & removable by the United States in Con- 
gress assembled, alone; and in case any State shall not 
make such appointment within One month after notice given 
for that purpose the appointment may be made by the United 
States in Congress assembled.— 

That it be further recommended to the several States to 
establish for a term limited to twenty five years, and to 
appropriate to the discharge of the Interest and principal of 
the debts contracted on the faith of the United States for 
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REVENUE AMENDMENT. 13 

supporting the war, substantial & effectual revenues of such 
nature as they may judge most convenient for supplying 
their respective Porportions of One million five hundred 
thousand dollars annually, exclusive of the aforementioned 
duties, which porportion shall be fixed & equalized from 
time to time, according to the rule which is or may be pre- 
scribed by the articles of Confederation ; and in case the 
revenues established by any State, shall at any time yield a 
sum exceeding its actual proportion the excess shall be 
refunded to it ; *and in case the revenues of any State shall 
be found to be deficient, the immediate deficiency shall be 
made up by such State with as little delay as possible, and 
a future deficiency guarded against, by an enlargement of 
the revenue established ; Provided that until the rule of the 
Confederation can be carried into practice the Proportion 
of the said 1,500,000 dollars shall be as follows, vis- 
New Hampshire, 52*709 

Massachusetts, 224.427 

Rhode Island, 32.313 , 

Connecticut, 132.091 

New York, 129.243 

New Jersey, 93-3SO 

Pensylvania, 205.199 

Delaware, 22.443 

Mar}'land, 14 1.5 17 

Virginia, 25^497 

North Carolina, 109.006 

South Carolina, 9^* 193 

Georgia, 16.030 1.500.000 Doll*. 

The said last mentioned revenues to be collected by per- 
sons ap|X>inted as aforesaid, but to be carried to the seperate 
credit of the States within which they shall be collected : — 

That an annual account of the proceeds & application 
of all the aforementioned revenues, shall be made out & 
transmitted to the several States distinguishing the proceed^ 
of each of the specified articles and the amount of the 
whole revenue received from each State ; together with the 
allowances made to the several Officers employed in the Col* 
lection of the said revenues. — 
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That none of the preceding resolutions shall lake effect 
until all of them shall be acceded to by every State, after 
which unanimous accession, however, they shall be coo* 
sidered as forming a mutual compact among all the States 
and shall be irrevocable by any one or more of them without 
the concurrence of the whole, or of a majority of the United 
States in Congress assembled : — 

That as a further mean as well of hastening the extin* 
guishment of the debts, as of establishing the harmony of 
the United States, it be recommended to the States which 
have passed no acts towards complying with the resolution 
of Congress ot the 6th of September & loth of October 1780^ 
relaiive to the cession of territorial claims, to mako the lil>- 
eral cessions therein recommended, and to the States which 
may have passed acts complying with the said resolutions 
in part only, to revise & compleat such compliance. — 

That as a more convenient and certain rule of ascertain* 
ing the pro|x>rtions to be supplied by the States respectively 
to the common Treasury the following alterations in the 
articles of Confederation and per|)etual union between these 
States be and the same is hereby agreed to in Congress and 
the several States are advised to authorise their respective 
delegates to subscribe & ratify the same as part of the said 
Instrument of Union, in the words following, towit. 

So much of the Eighth of the articles of confederation & 
perpetual Union between the thirteen States of America, as 
is contained in the words following, towit, " All charges of 
war & all other expences that shall be incurred for the com- 
mon defence or general Welfare & allowed by the United 
States in Congress assembled, shall be defrayed out of a 
common treasur}% which shall be supplied by the several 
states in proportion to the value of all land within each 
State granted to or surveyed for any Person, as such land 
and the buildings and improvements thereon, shall be 
estimated according to such mode as the United States in 
Congress assembled shall from time to time direct & 
appoint," is hereby revoked & made void; and in place 
thereof it is declared & concluded, the same having beet^ 
agreed to in a Congress of tiie United States that " all 
charges of war and all other expences that have been or 
shall be incurred for the common defence or general wel* 
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fare, and allowed by the United States in Congress assenv 
bled, except so far as shall be otherwise provided for, shall 
be defrayed out of a common treasury which shall be sufH 
piied ihe several States in Proportion to the whole number 
of while and other free citizens & Inhabitants of every age, 
sex, & condition, including those bound to servitude for a 
term of years & three fifths of all other persons not com* 
prehended in the foregoing description, except Indians not 
paying taxes in each state, which numbers shall be trienni« 
ally taken and transmitted to the United States in Congress 
assembled in such mode as they shall direct and appoint." 
^^Manuscript Journal of Congress^ Vol. 35. 

6— xySX June 3. Hamilton's Resolutions for a 
General Convention. 

[These resolutions are endorsed : " Intended to be submitted to Con- 
gress, but abandoned for want of support.**] 

\Vhereas,*in the opinion of this Congress, the Confedcra- 
tioii of the United Slates is defective in the following essen- 
tial points, to wit : 

Firstly, and generally: In confining the power of the 
Federal Government within too narrow limits ; withholding 
from it that ef!icacious authority and influence, in all matters 
of general concern, which are indispensable to the harmony 
and welfare of the whole ; embarrassing general provisions by 
unnecessary details and inconvenient exceptions incompati- 
ble with their nature, tending only to create jealousies and 
disputes respecting the proper bounds of the authority of the 
United States, and of that of the particular States, and a 
mutual interference of the one with the other. . 

Secondly : In confounding legislative and executive powers 
in a single body : as, that of determining on the number and 
quantity of force, land and naval, to be employed for the 
common defence, and of directing their operations when 
raised and equipped, with that of ascertaining and making \ 
requisitions for the necessary sums or quantities of money f 
to be paid by the respective States into the common \ 
treasury; contrary to the most approved and well-founded r 
maxims of free government, which require that the legislative, V 
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executive, and judicial anthorities should be deposited in dis- 
tinct and separate hands. 

Thirdly : In want of a Federal Judicature, having cog- 
nizance of ail matters of general concern in the last resort, 
especially those in which foreign nations and their subjects 
are interested : from which defect, by the interference of the 
local regulations of particular States militating directly or in- 
directly against the powers vested in the union, the national 
treaties will be liable to be infringed, the national faith to be 
violnted, and the public tranquillity to be disturbed. 

Fourthly: In vesting the United States in Congress as- 
sembled with \\\^ poioer of general taxation^ comprehended 
in that of ** ascertaining the necessary sums of money to be 
raised for the common defence, and of appropriating and ap- 
plying the same, for defraying the public expenses,** and 
Iet rendering that i>ower, so essential to the existence of the 
Jnion, nugatory, by withholding from them all control over 
either the imix)sition or the collection of the taxes for raising 
the sums required ; whence it happens that the inclinations, 
not the abilities, of the res|x:ctive States are, in fact, the 
criterion of their contributions to the common expense ; and 
the public burden has fallen, and will continue to fall, with 
very unequal weight 

Fifthly: In fixing a rule for determining the proportion of 
each State towards the common exi^ense, which, if practica- 
ble at all, must, in the execution, be attended with great ex- 
pense, inequality, uncertainty, and difficulty. 

Sixthly: In authorizing Congress "to borrow money, or 
emit bills on the credit of the United States," without the 
power of establishing funds to secure the repayment of the 
money borrowed, or the redemption of the bills emitted ; 
from which must result one of these evils : Either a want of 
sufficient credit, in the first instance, to borrow, or to circu- 
late the bills emitted, whereby in great national exigencies, 
the public safety may be endangered ; or, in the second 
instance, frequent infractions of the public engagements, dis- 
appointments to lenders, repetitions of the calamities of de- 
preciated paper, a continuance of the injustice and mischiefs 
of an unfunded debt, and, first or last, the annihilation of 
public credit. 

Indeed, in authorizing Congress at all to- emit an unfunded 
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paper as the sign of value, a resource Vhich, though useful 
in the infancy of this country, and indispensable in the com- 
mencement of the revolution, ought not to continue a formal 
part of the Constitution, nor ever, hereafter, to be employed, 
being, in its nature, pregnant with abuses, and liable to be 
made the engine of imposition and fraud, holding out temp- 
tations equally perni^^ious to the integrity of government and 
to the morals of the people. 

Seventhly: In not making proper or competent provisions 
for interior or exterior defence. For interior defence, by 
leaving it to the individual states to appoint all regimental 
officers of the land-forces ; to raise the men in their own 
way ; to clothe, arm, and equip them at the expense of the 
United States ; from which circumstances have resulted, and 
will hereafter result, great confusion in the military depart- 
ment ; continual disputes of rank ; languid and dispropor- 
tionate levies of men ; an enormous increase of ex])ense, 
for want of system and uniformity in the manner of conduct- 
ing them, and from the competitions of State bounties ; by 
an ambiguity in the fourth clause of the sixth article, sus- 
ceptible of a construction which would devolve upon the par- 
ticular States in time of peace the care of theicown defence, 
both by sea and land, and would preclude the United States 
from raising a single regiment, or building a single ship, be- 
fore a declaration of war or an actual commencement of hos- 
tilities, — a principle dangerous to the Confederacy in different 
respects, by leaving the United States at all times unprepared 
for the defence of their common rights, obliging them to be- 
gin to raise an army and to build and equip a navy at the 
moment they would have occasion to employ them, and by 
putting into the hands of a few States, who, from their local 
situations, are more immediately exposed, all the standing 
forces of the country ; thereby, not only leaving the care of 
the safety of the whole to a part which will naturally be both 
unwilling and unable to make effectual provision at its par- 
ticular expense, but also furnishing grounds of jealousy and 
distrust between the states ; unjust, in its operation to those 
States in whose hands they are, by throwing the exclusive 
burthen of maintaining those forces upon them, while their 
neighbors, immediately, and all the states ultimately, would 
share the benefits of their services. 
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For exterior defeftce, in .luthorizing Congress to ** build 
and equip a navy " without providing any means of manning it, 
either by requisitions of the States, by the pov\-er of register- 
ing and draughting the seamen in rotation, or by embargoes 
in cases of emergency to induce them to accept employment 
on board the ships of war ; the omission of all of which, 
leaves no other resource than voluntary enlistment,^a 
resource which has been found ineffectual in every country, 
and, for reasons of peculiar force, in this. 

Eighthly : In not vesting in the United Slates, a genera! 
superintendence of trade, equally necessary in view of 
revenue and regulation. Of revenue because duties on com- 
merce, when moderate, are one of the most agreeable and 
productive species of it ; which cannot, without great disad- 
vantages, be imposed by particular States while others re- 
frain from doing it, but must be imposed in concert, and by 
laws operating upon the same principles, at the same 
moment, in all the States otherwise those States which 
should not impose them would engross the commerce of such 
of tl'* ir neighbors as did. Of regulation, because by general 
prohibitions of particular articles, by a judicious arrange- 
ment of duties, sometimes by bounties on the manufacture 
or exportation of certain commodities, injurious branches of 
commerce might be discouraged, favorable branches en- 
couraged, useful products and manufactures promoted, 
none of which advantages can be as effect ually attained by 
separate regulations, without a general superintending 
power ; because, also, it is essential to the due observance 
of the commercial stipulations of the United States with 
foreign powers, an interference with which will be unavoid- 
able if the different States have the exclusive regulation of 
their own trade, and, of course, the construction of the 
treaties entered into. 

Ninthly: In defeating essential powers by provisions 
and limitations inconsistent with their nature, as the )K)wer 
of making treaties with foreign nations, ^^ provided that no 
treaty of commerce shall be made whereby the legislative 
power of the respective States shall be restrained from 
imposing such imposts and duties on foreigners as their 
own people are subjected to, or from prohibiting the impor- 
tation or exportation of any species of goods or commodities 
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whatsoever;" a proviso, susceptible o^ an interpretation 
which includes a constitutional possibility of defeating the 
treaties of commerce entered into by the United States. As 
also the |x>wer ** of regulating the trade and managing all 
aflairs with the Indians, not members of any of the States, 
provided that the legislative right of any State within its own 
limits, be not infringed or violated ; " and others of a simi- 
lar nature. 

Tenthly: In granting the United States the sole power 
'* of regulating the alloy and value of coin struck by their 
own authority or by that of the respective States," without the 
power of regulating the foreign coin in circulation ; though 
the one is essential to the due exercise of the other, as there 
ought to be such proportions maintained, between the 
national and foreign coin as will give the former preference 
in all internal negotiations ; and without the latter power the 
operations of government, in a matter of primary importance 
to the commerce and finances of the United States, will be 
exposed to numberless obstructions. 

Eia'enih/y : In requiring the assent of nine States to 
matters of principal importance, and of seven to all others, 
except adjournments from day to day ; a rule destructive of 
vigor, consistency, or expedition in the administration of 
affairs ; tending to subject the sense of the majority to that 
of the minority, by putting it in the power of a small com* 
bination to retard, and even to frustrate, the most necessary 
measures; and to oblige the greater number, in cases which 
require speedy determinations, as happens in the most inter- 
esting concerns of the community, to come into the views of 
the smaller ; the evils of which have been felt in critical 
conjunctures, and must always make the spirit of govern- 
ment a spirit of compromise and expedient rather than of 
system and energy. 

Twelfthly: Investing in .the Federal Government the 
sole direction of the interests of the United States, in their 
intercourse with foreign nations, without empowering it to 
pass all general laws in aid and support of the laws of 
nations; for the want of which authority the faith of the 
United States anay be broken, their reputation sullied, and 
their peace interrupted by the negligence or misconception 

of any particular State — Alexander Hamilton, ffV/vb, 

(}\. C. Lodcre's Edition^ I.. 288-20^. 
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7— 17841 April 30. Commerce Amendment. 

[Submitted by Congress to the States ; Failed— Two ratifications in 
favor.] 

The trust reposed in Congress renders it tlieir duty to be 
attentive to the conduct of foreign nations and to prevent or 
restrain as far. as may be all such proceedings as might prove 
injurious to the United States. The situation of Commerce 
at this time claims the attention of the several states, and 
few objects of greater importance can present themselves to 
their Notice. The fortune of every Citizen is interested in 
the success thereof ; for it is the constant source of wealth 
and incentive to ind*:r.vr;- ; and the value of our produce and 
our land must ever rise or fall in proportion to the prosper* 
ous or adverse state of trade. 

Already has Great Britain adopted regulations destructive 
of our commerce with her West India islands. There was 
reason to expect that measures so unequal and so little cal- 
culated to promote mercantile intercourse would not be per- 
severed in by an enlightened nation. But these measures 
are growing into system. It would be the duty of Congress 
as it is their wish to meet the attempts of Great Britain with 
similar restrictions on her commerce ; but their powers on 
this head are not explicit, and the propositions made by the 
legislatures of the several states render it necessary to take 
the general sense of the Union on this subject. 

Unless the United States in Congress assembled shall be 
vested with powers competent to the protection of commerce, 
thev can never command reciprocal advantages in trade ; 
and without these our foreign commerce must decline & 
eventually be annihilated ; Hence it is necessary that the 
States shall be explicit and fix on some effectual mode by 
which foreign commerce not founded on principles of equality 
may be restrained 

That the United States may be enabled to secure such 
terms they have 

Resolved, That it be and it hereby is recommended to the 
legislatures of the several States to vest the United States in 
Congress assembled for the term of fifteen years with 
power to prohibit any goods wares or merchandize from be- 
ing imported into or exported from any of the States in 
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vessels belonging to or navigated by the subjects of any 
power with whom these States shall not have formed treaties 
of Commerce 

Resolved That it be and it hereby is recommended to the 
legislatures of the several states to vest the United States in 
Congress assembled for the term of fifteen years with the 
power of prohibiting the subjects of any foreign State King- 
dom or empire, unless authorized by treaty, from importing 
into the United States any goods wares or merchandize 
which are not the produce or manufacture of the dominion 
of the sovereign whose subjcits they are. 

Provided That to all acts of the United States in Congress 
assembled in pursuance of the above powers the assent of 
nine states shall be necessary — Manuscript Journal of Con* 
grcss^ Vol. 36. 

8— 1785. Noah Webster's Suggestions. 

Plan of Policy for improving the Advantages and perpetuat- 
ing the Union of the American States 

In the first place, there must be a supreme power at the 
head of the union, vested with authority to make laws that 
respect the states in general and to compel obedience to 
these laws. Such a power must exist in every society or no 
man is safe 

There must be a supreme head, clothed with the same 
power to make and enforce laws, respecting the general 
policy of all the states, as the legislatures of the respective 
states have to make laws binding on those states, respecting . 
their own internal police. The truth of this is taught by the 
principles of government, and confirmed by the experience of 
America. Without such a head, the States cannot ht united; 
and nil attempts to conduct the measures of the continent, 
will prove but governmental farces. So long as any individ- 
ual state has power to defeat the measures of the other 
twelve, our pretended union is but a name, and our confed- ^ 

eration, a cobweb ^ 

Let a similar system of government be extended to the ^ 

United States. As towns and cities are, as to their small r 

matters, sovereign and independent, and as to their general 
concerns, mere subjects of the state; so let the several states, 
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as to their own police, be sovereign and independent, but 
as to the common concerns of all, let them be mere subjects 
of the federal head. If the necessity of a union is admitted, 
such a svstem is the only means of effecting it. However 
indepenclent each state may be and ought to be in things 
that relate to itself merely, yet as a part of a greater body, it 
must be a subject of that body, in matters that relate to the 
whole 

T4)e general concerns of the continent may be reduced 
to a few heads ; but in all the affairs that respect the whole, 
Congress must have the same power to enact laws and com- 
pel obedience throughout the continent, as the legislatures 
of the several states have in their respective jurisdictions. 
If Congress have any power, they must have the whole power 
of the continent. Such a power would not abridge the 
sovereignty of each state in any article relating to its own 
government. The internal police of each state would be still 
under the sole superintendence of its legislature 

The confederation has sketched out a most excellent form 
of continental government. The ninth article recites the 
powers of Congress, which are perhaps nearly sufficient to 
answer the ends of our union, were there any method of en- 
forcing their resolutions. It is there said what powers shall 
be exercised by Congress, but no penalty is annexed to dis- 
obedience. What purpose would the laws of a state an- 
swer, if they might be evaded with impunity ? and if there 
were no penalty annexed to a breach of them ? A law with- 
out a penalty is mere advice; a magistrate without the power 
of punishment is a cypher. Here is the great defect in the 
articles of our federal government. Unless Congress can 
be vested with the same authority to compel obedience to 
their resolutions, that a legislature in any state has to enforce 
obedience to the laws of that state, the existence of such a 
body is entirely needless and will not be of long duration. 
I repeat what I have before said. The idea of governing 
thirteen states and uniting their interests by mere resolves 
and recommendations^ without any penalty annexed to a not> 
compliance, is a ridiculous farce, a burlesque on government, 
and a reproach to America. 

Let Congress be empowered to call forth the force of the 
continent, if necessar}*, to carry into effect those measures 
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which they have a right to frame. Let the president be, ex 
officio^ supreme magistrate, cloathed with authority to execute 
the laws of Congress, in the same manner as tiie governors 
of the states, are to execute the laws of the states. Let the 
superintendent of finance have the power of receiving the 
public monies and issuing warrants for collection, in the 
manner the treasurer has, in Connecticut. Let every execu- 
tive officer have power to enforce the laws, which fall within 
his province. At the same time, let them be accountable for 
their administration. Let penalties be annexed to every 
species of male-administration and exacted with such rigour 
as is due to justice and the public safety. In short, let the 
whole system of legislation, be the peculiar right of the dele- 
gates in Congress, who are always under the control of the 
people ; and let tiie whole adibinistration be vested in magis- 
trates, as few as possible in number, and subject to the con- 
trol of Congress only. Let every precaution be used in 
Jraming laws, but let no part of the subjects be able to resist 
the execution. Let the people keep, VixA forager keep ^ the sole 
right of legislation in their own representatives ; but divest 
themselves wholly of any right to the administration. Let 
every state reserve its sovereign right of directing its own 
internal affairs ; but give to Congress the sole ricrht of con- 
ducting the general affairs of the continent. Such a plan 
of government is practicable ; and I believe, the only plan 
that will preserve the faith, the dignity and the union of 
these American states. 

I shall just hint several other matters, that may serve, in a 
more remote manner, to confirm the union of these states. 

Education or a general diffusion of knowledge among all 
classes of men, is an article that deserves peailiar atten- 
tion 

Next to the removal of local prejudices, the annihilation 
of local interests between the states deser\'es their consider- 
ation. Each state wishes to enrich itself as much as possi- 
ble ; but it never ought to be done at the expense of a 
neighbour. All imposts and duties upon goods purchased of t; 

one state by another or carried in a port of another state [ 

either by necessity or accident, are the effect of narrow | 
views, and of selfish, unsociable, ungenerous principles, that \ 
degrade any state where they operate. The states may lay \ 

t 
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what duties they please upon foreigners — this is no more 
than honest — but they ought to consider their several inter- 
ests as one — they ought to encourage the commerce of each 
other — they ought to promote such an intercourse as will 

conciliate rather than alienate each other's affections 

Not only should the states avoid wringing property 

from each other by duties on articles of commerce ; but also 
an extention of territory in such a manner as to create recip- 
rocal jealousies 

The abolition of slavery is a matter intimately connected 
with the policy of these states. The northern states would 
hardly feel such an event — the southern would at present 
suffer by it most sensibly. But slavery ought to be viewed 
as to its present tendency and remote consequences. At 
present it is the bane of industry and virtue 

An uniformity in the general principles of each constitu- 
tion, deserves attention. Some defects may be found in all : 
I will mention but one, which is not common to all ; the ex- 
clusion of clergymen from all civil offices 

Our union is so feeble, that no provision is made for dis- 
charging our debts. France calls for interest and that seri- 
ously. Our credit, our faiih solemnly pledged, is at stake. 
Unless we constitute a power at the head of the slates, suf- 
ficient to compel them to act in concert, I now predict not 
only a dissolution of our federal connection, but a rupture 
with our national creditors. A war in Kuroj^e may possibly 
suspend this event ; but it must certainly take place, unless 
we sacrifice our jealousy to our true interest. 

Three things demand our early and careful attention ; a 
general diffusion of knowledge; the encouragement of indus- 
try, frugality and virtue ; and a sovereign power at the head 
of the states. All are essential to our peace and prosperity ; 
but on an energetic continental government principally de-^ 
pend our tranquility at home and our respectability among* 

foreign nations — Noah Webster, Jr., Sketches of 

American Policy^ 30-48 passim. 
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9^x7851 March 28. Monroe's Proposal on Com- 
merce. 

* [This proposition was introduced by Monroe, as printed below, on a 
-date not determinable ; it was then on March 28 referred by Congress 
to a Committee of which Monroe was chairman ; and was discussed in 
Congress July 13-14, but no action was talcen.] 

" The Committee^ to whom was referred the motion of Mr. 

Monroe^ submit the following Report : 

** That the first pnra<;raph of the ninth of the articles of 
confederation be altered so as to read thus, viz: 

" The United States in Congress assembled, shall have the 
sole and exclusive right and power of determining on peace 
and war, except in cases mentioned in the sixth article ; of 
sending and receiving ambassadors, entering into treaties 
and alliances; of regulating the trade of the Slates^ as well 
with foreign nations, as with each other, and of laying such 
imposts and duties upon imports and exports, as may be 
aiecessary for the purpose ; (provided, that the citizens of 
the States shall in no instance be subjected to pa)r higher 
imposts and duties, than those imposed on the subjects of 
foreign |)owers ; provided, also, that the legislative power of 
the several Slates shall not be restrained from prohibiting 
the importation or exportation of any s|>ecies of goods or 
commodities whatsoever; provided, also, that all such duties 
as may be imposed, shall be collected under the authority 
and accrue to the use of the state, in which the same shall be 
payable ; and provided lastly, that every act of Congress for 
the above purix>se, shall have the assent of nine States in 
Congress assembled ;) of establishing rules for deciding in 
all cases, what captures on land or water shall be legal, and 
in what manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the 
service of the United States shall be divided or appropriated ; 
' of granting letters of marque and reprisal in time of peace, 
appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies com* 
niitted on the high seas, and establishing courts for receiving 
and determining finally appeals in all cases of captures ; pro- 
vided that no member of Congress shall be appointed judge 
of any of the said courts." — Washington, Writings^ (Spark's 
Edition) IX., 503. 
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lO— Z786, Aug. 14. Report on Trade and Revenue* 

[Reported by a Grand Committee at the instance of Pinckney. Con- 
gress took no nnal action.) « 

Resolved^ That it be recommended to the legislatures 

of the several states to adopt the following articles as 
articles of the confederation, and to authorize their delegates 
in congress to sign and ratify the same severally as they shall 
be adopted, to wit : 

Art. 14. The United States in congress assembled shall 
have the sole and exclusive power of regulating the trade of 
the states as well with foreign nations as with each oiher^ 
and of laying such prohibitions, and such imposts and duties 
upon imports and ex|K>rts, as may be necessary for the pur- 
pose ; provided the citizens of the states shall in no instance 
be subjected to. pay higher duties and imposts than those 
imposed on the subjects of foreign powers ; provided, also, 
that all such duties as may be imposed shall be collected 
under such regulations as the United States in congress as- 
sembled shall establish consistent with the constitutions of 
the states respectively, and to accrue to the use of the state 
in which the same shall be payable ; provided, also, that the 
legislative power of the several states shall not be restrained 
from laying embargoes in times of scarcity ; and provided,, 
lastly, tiiat every act of congress for the above purpose shall 
have the assent of nine states in congress assembled, and in. 
that proportion when there shall be more than thirteen in. 
the union. 

Art. 15. That the respective states may be induced X<y 
perform the several duties mutually and solemnly agreed to 
be performed by their federal compact, and to prevent un- 
reasonable delays in any state in furnishing her just propor- 
tion of the common charges of the union when called 
upon, and those essential evils which have heretofore often 
arisen to the confederacy from such delays, it is agreed that 
whenever a requisition shall be made by congress upon the 
several states on the principles of the confederation for their 
quotas of the common charges or land forces of the union, 
congress shall (ix the proper periods when the states shall 
pass legislative acts complying therewith, and give full and 
complete effect to the same ; and if any state shall neglect 
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seasonably to pass such acts, such slate shall be charged 
with an additional sum to her quota called for from the time 
she mav be required to pay or furnish the same, which ad- 
ditional sum or charge shall be at the rate of ten per cent 
per annum on her said quota, and if the requisition shall 
be for land forces, and any state shall neglect to furnish 
her quota in time, the average expense of such quota shall 
be ascertained by congress, and such state shall be charged 
therewith, or with the average expense of. what she may be 
deficient ; and in addition thereto, from the time her forces- 
were required to be ready to act in the field, with a farther 
sum, which sum shall be at the rate of twelve per cent per 
annum on the amount of such ex|)ense. 

Art. i6. And that the resources of any state which may^ 
be negligent in furnishing her just proportion of the commoiv 
expense of the union may in a reasonable time be applied, it 
is further agreed that if any state shall so neglect as aforesaid 
to pass laws in compliance with the said requisition, and to 
adopt measures to give the same full effect for the space of 
ten months, and it shall then or afterward be found that a 
majority of the states have passed such laws and adopted 
such measures, the United States in congress assembled 
shall have full power and authority to levy, assess, and col- 
lect all sums and duties with which any such state so neglecting 
to comply with the requisition may stand charged on the 
same by the laws and rules by which the last state tax next 
preceding such requisition in such state was levied, assessed^ 
and collected, to apportion the sum so required on the towns 
or counties in such states, to order the sums so apportioned 
to be assessed by the assessors of such last state tax, and the 
said assessments to be committed to the collectors of the 
same last state tax, to collect and to make return of such 
assessments and commitments to the treasurer of the United 
States, who by himself or his deputy when directed bv con- 
gress shall have power to recover the moneys of such* 
collectors for the use of the United States in the same man* 
ner and under the same penalties as state taxes are recovered 
and collected by the treasurers of the respective states ; and 
the several towns or counties respectively shall be responsi- 
ble for the conduct of said assessors ancl collectors ; and in 
case there shall be any vacancy in kny of said offices of 
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assessors or collectors by death, removal, refusal to serve, 
resignation, or otherwise, then other fit persons shall be 
chosen to fill such vacancies in the usual manner in such 
town or county within twenty days after notice of the 
assessment ; and in case any towns or counties, any assessors, 
collectors, or sheriffs, shall neglect or refuse to do their duty, 
congress shall have the same rights and powers to compel 
them, that the state m<'iy have in assessing and collecting 
state taxes. 

And if any state by any legislative act shall prevent or 
-delay the due collection of said sums as aforesaid, congress 
shall have full power and authority to apix)int assessors arid, 
collectors thereof, and sheriffs to enforce the collections 
under the warrants of distress issued by the treasurer of the 
United States ; and if any further opposition shall be made 
to such collections by the state or the citizens thereof, and 
their conduct not disapproved of by the state, such conduct 
on the part of the state shall be considered as an open viola- 
tion of the federal compact. 

Art. 17. And any state which from time to time shall be 
found in' her payments on any requisition in advance on an 
average of the payments made by the states shall be allowed 
an interest of per cent per annum on her said advanced 

sums or expenses, and the state which from time to time shall 
be found in arrears on the principles aforesaid shall be 
charged with an interest of per cent t^er annum on the 
sums in which she may be so in arrears. 

Art. iS. In case it shall hereafter be found necessary by 
congress to establish any new systems of revenue and to 
make any new regulations in the finances of the United 
States for a limited term not exceeding fifteen years in their 
operation, for supplying the common treasury with moneys 
for defraying all charges of war and all other expenses that 
-shall be incurred for the common defence or general welfare, 
and such new systems or regulations shall be agreed to and 
adopted by the United States in congress assembled and 
afterward be confirmed by the legislatures of eleven states, 
and in that proportion when there shall be more than 
thirteen states in the union, the same shall become binding 
on all the states as fully as if the legislatures of all the 
states should confirm the same. 
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Art. 19. The United Slates in congress assembled shall 
have the sole and exclusive power of declaring what offences 
against the United States shall be deemed treason and what 
offences against the same misprision of treason, and what 
offences shall be deemed piracy or felonies on the high seas, 
and to annex suitable punishments to all the offences afore- 
said res))ectively, and power to institute a federal judicial 
court for trying and punishing all officers appointed by con- 
gress for all crimes, offences, and misbehavior in their offices^ 
and to which court an appeal shall be allowed from the judi- 
cial courts of the several states in all causes wherein ques- 
tions shall arise on the meaning and construction of treaties 
entered into by the United States with any foreign power, or 
on the law of nations, or wherein any question shall arise re- 
specting any regulations that may hereafter be made by con- 
gress relative to trade and commerce, or the collection of 
federal revenues pursuant to powers that shall be vested in 
that body, or wherein questions of importance may arise, and 
the United States shall be a party, provided that the trial of 
the fact by jury shall ever be held sacred, and also the bene* 
fits of the writ of habeai corpus ; provided, also, that no mem- 
ber of congress or officer holding any other office under the 
United States shall be a judge of said court, and the said 
court shall consist of seven judges, to be appointed from the 
different parts of the union, to wit, one from New Hamp- 
shire, Rhode Island, and Connecticut, one from Massa- 
chusetts, one from New York and New Jersey, one from 
Pennsylvania, one from Delaware and Maryland, one from 
Virginia, and one from North Carolina, South Carolina, and 
Georgia, and four of whom shall be a quorum to do business. 

Art. 20. That due attention may be given to the affairs 
of the union early in the federal ^-ear, and the sessions of 
conjjress made as short as conveniently may be, each state 
shall elect her delegates annuallly before the first of July, 
and make it their duty to give an answer before the first of 
September in every year whether they accept their appoint- 
ments or not, and make effectual provision for filling the 
places of those who may decline, before the first of October 
yearly, and to transmit to congress by the tenth of, the same 
month the names of the delegates who shall be appointed and 
accept their appointments ; and it shall be the indispensable 
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-duty of delegates to make a representation of their state 
in congress on the first Monday in November annually ; and 
if any delegate or delegates, when required by congress to 
attend so far as may be necessary to keep up a representa- 
tion of each state in congress, or having taken his or their 
seat, shall withdraw without leave of congress, unless' re- 
<;alled by the state, he or they shall be proceeded against as 
<H)ngress shall direct, provided no punishment shall be further 
extended than to disqualifications any longer to be members 
of congress or to hold any office of trust or profit under the 
Uniteo States or any individual state ; and the several states 
shall adopt regulations effectual to the attainment of the 
ends of this article. — George Bancroft, History of the For* 
motion of the Constitution^ II., 374-377, 
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from, it may nullify ; what it opposes, it may oppose by force ; \ 

what it decides for itself, it may execute by its own power ; \ 

and that, in short, it is itself supreme over the legislation of | 

Congress, and supreme over the decisions of the national \ 

judicature; supreme over the constitution of the country^ I 

supreme over the supreme law of the land. However it ^ 

seeks to protect itself against these plain inferences, by say* \ 

ing that an unconstitutional law is no law, and that it only^ \ 

opposes such laws as are unconstitutional, yet this does not - 

in the slightest degree vary the result; since it insists on de^ 
ciding this question for itself ; and, in opposition to reason \ 

and argument, in opposition to practice and experience, in • 

opposition to the judgment of others^ having an equal { 

right to judge, it says, only, *' Such is my opinion, and my^ \ 

opinion shall be my law, and I will support it by my own \ 

strong hand. I denounce the law ; I declare it unconstitiK \ 

tional ; that is enough ; it shall not be executed. Men in t 

arms are ready to resist its execution. An attempt to en^ 1 

force it shall cover the land with blood. Elsewhere it ma/ / 

be binding ; but here it is trampled under foot.'' 

This, Sir, is practical nullification. 

And now. Sir, against all these theories and opinions, I 
maintain,^- 

1. That the Constitution of the United States is not a \ 
league, confederacy, or compact between the people of the 
several States in their sovereign capacities; but a govern* ! 
ment proper, founded on the adoption of the people, and •! 
creating direct relations between itself and individuals. 

2. That no State authority has power to dissolve these re- 
lations; that nothing can dissolve them but revolution ; and 
that, consequently, there can be no such thing as secession 
without revolution. / 

3. That there is a supreme law consisting of the Constitu* 
tion of the United States, and acts of Congress passed in 
pursuance of it, and treaties; and that, in cases not capable \^ 
of assuming the character of a suit in law or equity, Con^ 

gress must judge of, and finally interpret, this supreme law 
so often as it has occasion to pass acts of legislation ; and in 
cases capable of assuming, and actually assuming, the char- 
acter of a suit, the Supreme Court of the United States i& 
the final interpreter. 
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4. That an attempt by a State to abrogate, annul, or 
nullify an act of Congress, or to arrest its operation within 
; her limits, on the ground that, in her opinion, such law is 

unconstitutional, is a direct usurpation on the just powers of 
1; the general government, and on the equal rights of other 

I' -States ; a plain violation of the Constitution, and a proceed- 

I ing essentially revolutionary in its character and tendency. 

^ ^ Whether the Constitution be a compact between States in 

I * their sovereign capacities, is a question which must be 
; mainly argued from what is contained in the instrument 

\ itself.' It declares itself a Constitution. What is 

\ a Constitution f Certainly not a league, compact, or con- 

^ federacy, but 2i fundamental law 

It api>ears to me, Mr. President, that the plainest account 
» of the establishment of this government presents the most 

just and philosophical view of its foundation. The people 
of the several States had their separate State governments ; 
I and between the States there also existed a Confederation. 

With this condition of things the people were not satisfied, 
as the Confederation had been found not to fulfill its in- 
tended objects. It was proposed^ therefore, to erect a new, 
common government, which should possess certain definite 
powers, such as regarded the prosperity of the people of all 
the States, and to be formed upon the general model of 
American constitutions. This proposal was assented to, 
and an instrument was presented to the people of the several 
States for their consideration. They approved it, and 
^igreed to adopt it, as a Constitution. They executed that 
agreement ; they adopted the Constitution as a Constitution, 
and henceforth it must stand as a Constitution until it shall 

be altogether destroyed 

The truth is, Mr. President, and no ingenuity of argument, 
no subtilty of distinction can evade it, that, as to certain pur- 
poses, the people of the United States are one people. 
They are one in making war, and one in making peace ; 
they are one in regulating commerce, and one in layin^^ 
duties of imposts. The very end and purpose of the Consti- 
tution was, to make them one people in these particulars ; and 

it has effectually accomplished its object 

But, sir, let us go to the actual formation of the Constitu- 
tion, let us open the journal of the Convention itself, and 
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yiit shall see ihat the very first resolution which the Conven- I 
lion adopted, was, ** That a national government ought . \ 

TO DE ESTABLISHED, CONSISTING OF A SUPREME LEGISLATURE, \ 

JUDICIARY, AND EXECUTIVE." \ 

This itself completely negatives all idea of league, and • j 

compact, and confederation. Terms could not be chosen ! 

more fit to express an intention to establish a national gov« t 

«rnment, and to banish for ever all notion of a compact be- j 

iween sovereign States t 

Among all the other ratifications, there is not one which 

s|>caks of the Constitution as a compact between States. i 

Those of Massachusetts and New Hampshire express the \ 

transaction, in my opinion, with (sufficient accuracy. They '' 

recognize the Divine goodness *' in affording the people op 1 

THE United States an opportunity of entering into an \ 

explicit and solemn compact with each other, by assenting to I, 

4ind ratifying a new Constitution.^^ You will observe. Sir, ' 

that it is the people, and not the States, who have entered ( 

into this compact ; and it is the people of all the United / 

States 

Finally, sir, how can any man get over the words of the \ 
Constitution itself ?— " We, the people of the United States^ 
dio ordain and establish this Constitution^ These words 

must cease to be a part of the Constitution, they must be ^ 

obliterated from the parchment on which they are written, r 

before any human ingenuity or human argument can remove i 

the popular basis on which that Constitution rests, and turn ; 

the instrument into a mere compact between sovereign ^ 

States. 5 

The second proposition. Sir, which I propose to maintain / 
is, that no State authority can dissolve the relations subsist- 
ing between the government of the United States and indi- 
viduals ; that nothing can dissolve these relations but revo- \ 
lution ; and that, therefore, there can be no such thing as 
seeession without revolution. All this follows, as it seems to ^ 
me, as a just consequence, if it be first proved that the 
Constitution of the United States is a government proper, ] 
owing protection to individuab, and entitled to their obe* ^ 
<lience. 

The people, Sir, in every State, live under two govern* ' 
ments. They owe obedience to both! These goiFemmenis, 
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though distinct, «ire not adverse. Each has its separate 
sphere, and its peculiar powers and duties. It is not a con- 
test between two sovereigns for the same power, like the 
wars of rival houses in England; nor is it a dispute betweeiv 
a government de facto and a government de jure. It is the 
case of a division of powers between two governments, made 
by the people, to whom both are responsible. Neither can 
dispense with the duty which individuals owe to the other ; 
neither can call itself master of the other : the people are 
masters of both 

In the next place, Mr. President, I contend that there is a 
supreme law of the land, consisting of the Constitution, acts 
of Congress passed in pursuance of it, and the public 
treaties. This will not be denied, because such are the 
very words of the Constitution. But I contend, further, 
that it rightfully belongs to Congress, and to the courts of 
the United States, to settle the construction of this supreme 
law, in doubtful cases. This is denied ; and here arises the 
great practical question, Who is to construe finally the Consti^ 
tution of the United States / 

And in regard. Sir, to the judiciary, the Constitution is still 
more express and emphatic. It declares that the judicial 
power shall extend to all cases in law or equity arising under 
the Constitution, laws of the United States, and treaties; 
that there shall be one Supreme Court, and that this Su- 
preme Court shall have appellate jurisdiction of all these 
cases, subject to such exceptions as Congress may make. 
It is impossible to escape from the s;enerality of these words. 
If a case arises under the Constitution, that is, if a case 
arises depending on the construction of the Constitution, the 
judicial power of the United States extends to it. It reaches 
the case^ the question; it attaches the power of the nationnl 
judicature to the case itself, \\\ whatever court it may arise or 
exist; and in this case the Supreme Court has appellate ju- 
risdiction over all courts whatever. No language could pro- 
vide with more effect and precision than is here done, for 
subjecting constitutional questions to the ultimate decision of 
the Supreme Court 

Sir, those who espouse the doctrines of nullification reject, 
as it seems to me, the. first great principle of all republican 
liberty; that is, that the majority ntwi/ govern. In matters of 



WEBSTER AGAINST NULUFICA T/ON. 41 

common concern, the judgment of a majority must stand as 
a judgment of the whole. This is a law imposed upon us by * 
the absolute necessity of the case ; and if we do not act upon ! 
it, there is no possibility of maintaining any government but 
despotism. We hear loud and repeated denunciations against | 
what is called majority gatrniwunt. It is declared, with 
much warmth^ that a majority government cannot be main* 
tained in the United States. What, [then, do gentlemen ) 
wish ? T>o they wish to establish a minority government ? \ 
Do they wish to subject the will of the many to the will of 
the few? The honorable gentleman from South Carolina - 
has spoken of absolute majorities and majorities concurrent ; 1 
language wholly unknown to our Constitution, and to which ' 
it is not easy to affix definite ideas. As far as I understand 
it, it would teach us that the absolute majority may be found j 
in Congress, but the majority concurrent must be looked for 
in the States ; that is to say. Sir, stripping the matter of this 
novelty of phrase, that the dissent of one or more States, as 
States, renders void the decision of a majority of Congress, 
so far as that State is concerned. And so this doctrine, 
running but a short career, like other dogmas of the day, 
terminates in nullification. — Daniel Webster, H^orks^ 1 11^ 
451-487 passim. 

8— Z833, I^cb. 26. Calhoun's Reply to Webster. 



" Resolved^ That the people of the several 

States composing these United States are united jis parties 
to a constitutional compact, to which the people of each 
State acceded as a separate and sovereign community, each 
binding itself by its own particular ratification ; and that 
the iTnion, of which the said compact is the bond, is a 
Union between the States ratifying the same. 

^^ Resolved^ That the people of the several States thus united 
by the constitutional compact, in forming that instrument, 
and in creating a General Government to carry into effect 
the objects for which it was formed, delegated to that 
Government, for that purpose, certain definite powers, to be 
exercised jointly, reserving, at the same time, each State to 
itself, the residuary mass of powers, to be exercised by its 
own separate government ; and that, whenever the General 
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Government assumes the exercise of powers not delegated 
by the compact, its acts are unauthorized, void, and of no 
effect ; and that the said Government is not made the final 
judge of the powers delegated to it, since that would make 
us discretion, and not the Constitution, the measure of its 
powers ; but that, as in all other cases of compact among 
sovereign parties, without any common judge, each has an 
equal right to judge for itself, as well of the infraction, as of 
the mode and measure of redress. 

** Resolved^ That the assertions that the people of these 
United States, t<aken collectively as individuals, are now, or 
ever have been, united on the principle of the social com- 
pact, and, as such, are now formed into one nation or peo- 
ple, or that they have ever been so united, in any one stage 
of their political existence ; that the people of the several 
States composing the Union have not, as members thereof, 
retained their sovereignty; that the allegiance of their 
citizens has been transferred to the General Government ; 
that they have parted with the right of punishing treason 
through their respective State Governments; and that they 
have not the right of judging, in the last resort, as to the 
extent of powers reserved, and, of consequence, of those 
delegated, are not only without foundation in truth, but are 
contrary to the most certain and plain historical facts, and 
the clearest deductions of reason ; and that all exercise of 
power on the part of the General Government, or any of its 
departments, deriving authority from such erroneous as- 
sumptions, must of necessity be unconstitutional — must 
tend directly and inevitablv to subvert the sovereignty of the 
States — to destroy the federal character of the Union, and 
to rear on its ruins a consolidated government, without con-, 
stitutional check or limitation, which must necessarily ter- 
minate in the loss of liberty itself/' 

I have now established, I hope, beyond the power of con- 
troversy, every allegation contained in the first resolution — 
that the constitution is a compact formed by the people of 
the several States, as distinct political communities, and sub- 
sisting and binding between the States in the same char- 
acter ; which brings me to the consideration of the conse- 
quences which may be fairly deduced, in reference to the 
character of our political system, from these established facts. 
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The first, and most important is, they conclusively es<> 
tablish that ours is a federal system — a system of State!i 
arranged in a Federal Union, each retaining its distinct 
existence and sovereignty. Ours has every attribute which 
• belongs to a federative system. It is founded on compact ; 
it is formed by sovereign communities, and is binding be^ 
tween them in their sovereign capacity 

If we compare our present system with the old confederal 
tion, which all acknowledge to have been federal in its char« 
acter, we shall find that it possesses all the attributes which 
belong to that form of government as fully and completely 
as that did. In fact, in this particular^ there is but a single 
difference, and that not essential, as regards the point im<^ 
mediately under consideration, though very important in 
other respects. The confederation was the act of the State 
governments, and formed a union of governments. The 
present Constitution is the act of the States themselves, or^ 
which is the same thing, of the {people of the several States^ 
and forms a union of them as sovereign communities. The 
States, previous to the adoption of the Constitution, were a& 
separate and distinct political bodies as the governments 
which represented them, and there is nothing in the nature j* ' 

of things to prevent them from uniting under a compact, in \\ 

a federal union, without being blended in one mass, any ij; 

more than uniting the governments themselves, in like L 

manner, without merging them in a single government * 

The Senator dwelt much on the point that the present sys* |!,' 

tern is a constitution and a government, in contradistinction ':, 

to the old confederation, with a view of proving that the 
constitution was not a compact. Now, I concede to the ! , 

Senator that our present system is a constitution and a gov* 
ernment ; and that the former, the old confederation, was 
not a constitution or government. Not, however, for the 
reason which he assigned, that the former was a compact^ 
and the latter not, but from the difference of the origin from 
which the two compacts are derived. According to our 
American conception, the people alone can form constitu^ 
tions or governments, and not their agents. It is this differ* 
ence, and this alone, which makes the distinction. Had the 
old confederation been the act of the people of the several 
States, and not of their governments, that instrument, im* 
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perfect as it was, would have been a constitution, and the 
agency which it created to execute its powers, a govern- 
ment. 

Where does sovereignity reside ? If I have 

succeeded in establishing the fact that ours is a federal 
system, as I conceive I conclusively have, that fact of itself 
determines the question which I have proposed. It is of 
the very essence of such a system, that the sovereignty is in 
the parts, and not in the whole ; or, to use the language of 
Mr. Palgrave, the parts are the units in such a system, and 
the whole the multiple ; and not the whole the unit and the 
parts the fractions. Ours, then, is a government of twenty- 
four sovereignties, united by a constitutional compact, for 
the purpose of exercising certain powers through a common 
government as their joint agent, and not a union of the twenty- 
four sovereignties into one, which, according to the language 
of the Virginia Resolutions, already cited, would form a con- 
solidation 

Another consequence is equally clear, that, whatever 
modifications were made in the condition of the States un- 
der the present Constitution, they extend only to the exercise 
of their powers by compact, and not to the sovereignty itself, 
and are such as sovereigns are competent to make : it being 
a conceded point, that it is competent to them to stipulate 
to exercise their powers in a particular manner, or to abstain 
altogether from their exercise, or to delegate them to agents, 
without in any degree impairing sovereignity itself. The 
plain state of the facts, as regards our government is, that 
these States have agreed by compact to exercise their sover- 
eign powers jointly, as already stated; and that, for this 
purpose, they have ratified the compact in their sovereign 
capacity, thereby making it the constitution of each State, 
in nowise distinguished from their own separate constitu- 
tions, but in the superadded obligations of compact^-of 
faith mutually pledged to each other. In this compact, 
they have stipulated, among other things, that it may be 
amended by three-fourths of the States : that is, they have 
conceded to each other by compact the right to add new 
powers or to subtract old, by the consent of that proportion 
of the States, without requiring, as otherwise would have been 
the case, the consent of all : a modification no more incon* 



. ...no one has ever denied that the constitiH 
tion, and tlie laws made in pursuance of it, are of paramount 
autliority. But it is equally undeniable that laws not made in 
pursuance are not only not of paramount authority, but are 
of no authority whatever, being of themselves null and void ; 
which presents the question, Who are to judge whether the 
laws be or be not pursuant to the constitution ? and thus the 
difficulty, instead of being taken away, is removed but one 
step further back ••...... 

I would ask the Senator upon what principle 

can he concede this extensive power to the legislative and 
judicial departments, and withhold it entirely from the Ex- 
ecutive ? If one has the right it cannot be withheld from the 
other. I would also ask him on what principle — if the de* 
partments of the General Government are to possess the 
right of judging, finally and conclusively, of their respective 
powers — on what principle can the same right be withheld 
from the State Goverments, which, as well as the General 
Government, properly considered, are but departments of the 
same general system, and form together, properly speaking, 
but one government ? 

• I would further tell the Senator, that, if this 

right be withheld from the State Governments ; if this re- 
straining influence, by which the General Government is 
confined to its proper sphere, be withdrawn, then that de- 
partment of the Government from which he has withheld the 
right of judging of its own powers (the Executive) will, sa 
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sistent, as has been supposed, with their sovereignty, than . 

any other contained in the compact. In fact, the provision f 

to which I allude furnishes strong evidence that the sover^ 
eignty is, as I contend, in the States severally, as the amend- j 

ments'are effected, not by any one three-fourths, but by any 
three-fourths of the States, indicating that the sovereignty ik 
in each of the States. \ 

If these views be correct, it follows, as a matter of course,. | 

that the allegiance of the people is 'to their several States,, 
and that treason consists in resistance to the joint authority 
of the States united, not, as has been absurdly contended, in 
resistence to the Gaveniment of the United States, which, by 
the provision of the Constitution, has only the right of pun- 
ishing 
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far from being excluded, become the sole interpreter of the 
powers of the Government. It is the armed interpreter, with 
powers to execute its own construction, and without the aid 
of which the construction of the other departments will be 
p impotent. 

' To prove that ours is a consolidated govern- 

\ nient, and that there is an immediate connection between the 
<?overnment and the citizen, he relies on the fact that the 
laws act directly on individuals. That such is the case I 
will not deny ; but I am very far from conceding the point 
that it affords the decisive proof, or even any proof at all, of 
the position which the Senator wishes to maintain. I hold it 
to be perfectly within the competency of two or more States, 
lo subject their citizens, in certain cases, to the direct action 
of each other, without surrendering or impairing their sov- 
ereignty 

I, for my part, have no fear of any dangerous,confiict, un- 
der the fullest acknowledgment of State sovereignty: the 
very fact that the States may interpose will produce modera- 
tion and justice. The General Government will abstain 
from the exercise of any power in which they may suppose 
three-fourths of the States will not sustain them ; while, on 
(he other hand, the States will not interpose but on the con- 
viction that they will be supported by one-fourth of their co- 
States. Moderation and justice will produce confidence, 
attachment, and patriotism ; and these, in turn, will offer 
most powerful barriers against the excess of conflicts between 

ihe States and the General Government — ^John C. 

Calhoun, Works^ II., 363-304. 
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JoHM WiNTHROP wai the firtt (governor of the Masstcbusetts Bay 
G>mp«ny to reside in the colony. Hit History of A^no England^ to (mr 
at it detcribet mattert which came under hit own eyet, it a tource of 
importance tecond only to the Keconls of the A/assnckysetts Bay C&mpany. 
Indeed Winthrop tyttematicaUy tuppleiiieiiti thute reoirdt. Thu number ^ 
conlaint tome of the liKhter })ortiont of Winthmp't narrative detcribing 
the voyage to the colony an i the tettlement of the townt on Maatachuttttt 
Bay. There are alto a few pattagct denlinj; with conttitutional mattert and 
a page or two on the expultioo of Roger Williamt. Wintor*t AltmorUi 
History of Boston and C K. Adamt't Tkrti Episodes of Mttssaehmsitit 
History will terve to elucidate thit narrative, hor other referencet^ tee 
Channing and Harft Cuiiii to tkt titudy of Amtrican History^ f II7* 



Anno Domini, 1630, March 29, Monday. 

Easter Monday.] Riding at the Cowes, near the Isle of 
Wight, in the Arbella, a ship of three hundred and fifty tons, 
whereof Capt Peter Milborne was master, being manned with 
fifty-two seamen ami twenty-eight pieces of ordnance, (the 
wind coming to the N. and by W. the evening before,) in the 
morning there came aboard us Mr. Cradock, the late govemour, 
and the masters of his two ships, Capt. John Lowe, master of 
the .Ambrose, and Mr. Nicholas Hurlston, master of the Jewel 
and Mr. 'fhomas Beecher, master of the Talbot, (which three 
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ships rode then by us — the Charles, the Mayflower, the Will- 
iam and Francis, the Hopewell, the Whale, the Success and 
the Trial being still at Hampton and not ready,) when, upon 
conference, it was agreed, that (in regard it was uncertain when 
the rest of the fleet would be ready) these four ships should 
consort together ; the Arbella to be Admiral, the Talbot Vice- 
Admiral, the Ambrose Rear-Admiral, and the Jewel a Captain ; 
and accordingly articles of consortship were drawn between the 
said captains and masters ; whereupon Mr. Cradock took leave 
of us, and our captain gave him a farewell with four or Ave shot. 

About ten of the clock we weighed anchor and set sail, witti 
the wind at N. and came to an anchor again over against 
Yarmouth, and the Talbot weighed likewise, and came and 
anchored by us. Here we met with a ship of Hampton, called 
the Plantation, newly come from Virginia. Our captain s:ilutctl 
her, and she us again ; and the master, one Mr. [blank] Graves, 
came on l>oard our Hliip, and staye<I with us alK)ut two or three 
hours, and in the mean tiuie his ship came to an anchor by us. 

Tuesday, 30.] In the morning, about ten of the clock, the 
wind being come to the W. with fair weatlifcr, we weighed and 
rode nearer Yarmouth. When we came before the town, tho 
castle put forth a flag ; our captain saluted them, and thty 
answered us again. The Talbot, which rode farther off, salute<l 
the castle also. 

Here we saw, close by the shore of the Isle of Wight, a Dutcii 
ship of one thousand tons, which, being bound to the K isc 
Indies, about two years since, in passing through the Needles, 
struck upon a rock, and being forced to run ashore to save her 
men, could never be weighed since, although she lies a great 
height above the water, and yet she hath some men aboard her. 
/Wednesday, 31.] The wind continued W. and S. W. with 
rain. Our captain and some of our company went to Yarmouth 
for supply of wood and other provisions ; (our captain was still 
careful to fill our empty casks with water.) 

Thursday, April i.] The wind continued very strong at W. 
and by S. with much rain. 

Friday, 2.] We kept a fast aboard our ship and the Talbot. 
The wind continued still very high at W. and S. and rainy. In 
the time of our fast, two of our landmen pierced a rundlet of 
strong water, and stole some of it, for which we laid them in 
bolts all the night, and the next morning the principal was 
openly whipped, and both kept with bread and water that day. 



Saturday, 3.] The wind contuuied sUIl at W. and widi con* 
dnual storms and rain. 

Sunday, 4.] Fair, clear weather. In the morning the wind 
W. and by N. but in the afternoon S. S. W. This evening the 
Talbot weighed and went back to the Cowes, because her 
anchor would not hold here, the tide set with so strong a race. 

Monday, 5.] The wind still W. and S. with fair weather. 
A maid of Sir Richard Saltonstall fell down at the grating by 
the cook room, but the carpenter's man, who occasioneti her 
Call unwittingly, caught hold of her with incredible nimbleness, 
and saved her ; otherwise she had (alien into the hold. 
Tuesday, 6.1 Capt. Burleigh, captain of Yarmouth castle, 
a grave, comely gentleman, and of great age, came aboard us 
and suyctl breakfast, and, oHcring us much courtesy, he departed, 
our captain giving him four shot out of the forecastle for hn 
iarewcll. He was an old sea captain in Queen Elizabeth's 
time, and, being taken prisoner at sea, was kept prisoner in 
Spain three years. Himself and three of his sons were captains 
in Roe's voyages 

'llie wind was now come about to N. £. with very fair weather. 

In the afternoon Mr. Cradock came aboard us, and tokl us, 
that the Talbot, Jewel and Ambrose, were Men down into 
Stoke's Bay, intending to take their way by St. Helen's Point, 
and that they desired we would come back to them. Hereupon 
we came to council, and wrote unto them to take the first 
opportunity of the wind to fall down to us, and Mr. Cradock 
presently went back to them, our captain giving him three shot 
out of the steerage for a farewell. 

Our captain called over our landmen, and tried them at their 
muskets, and such as were good shot among them were enrolled 
to serve in the ship, if occasion should be. 

The lady Arbella and the gentlewomen, and Mr. Johnson and 
some others went on shore to refresh themselves. 

Wednesday, 7.] Fair weather, the wind easterly, in the 
morning a small gale, but in the afternoon it came about to the 
south. This afternoon our other consorts came up to us, and 
about ten or twelve Flemings, and all anchored by us, and the 
masters of the Jewel and of the Ambrose came aboard us, and 
our captain and they went on shore. 

Towards night there came from the W. a Fleming, a small 
man of war, with a Brazil man which he had Uiken prize, and 
came to anchor by us. i 
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Thursday, 8.] About six in the morning (the wind being E. 
and N. and fair weather) we weighed anchor and set sail, and 
before ten we gat through the Needles, having so litde wind as 
we had much to do to stem the tide, so as the rest of our fleet 
(we being nine in all, whereof some were small ships, which 
were bound for Newfoundland) could not get out all then till 
the ebb. In the afternoon the wind came S. and W. and we 
were becalmed, so as being not able to get above three or four 
leagues from the Needles, our captain tacked about, and put- 
ting his fore-sheets aback stays, he stayed for the rest of the 
fleet, and as they came by us we spake to them, and about 
eight in the evening we let fall an anchor, intending to stop 
till the ebb. But before ten at night the wind came about to 
the N. a good gale ; so we put up a light in the poop, and 
weighed and set sail, and by daylight, Friday, 9, we were come 
to Portland; but the other ships being not able to hold up 
with us, we were forced to spare our mainsail, and went on 
with a merry gale. In the morning we descried from the top 
eight sail astern of us, (whom Capt Lowe told us he had seen 
at Dunnose in the evening.) We supposing they might be 
Dunkirkers, our captain caused the gun room and gun deck to 
l>e cleared ; all the hammocks were taken down, our ordnance 
loaded, and our powder chests and fireworks made ready, and 
our landmen quartered among the seamen, and twenty-five of 
them appointed for muskets, and every man written down for 
his quarter. 

The wind continued N. [blank] with fair weather, and after 
noon it calmed, and we still saw those eight ships to stand 
towards us ; having more wind than we, they came up apace, 
so as our captain and the masters of our consorts were more 
occasioned to think they might be Dunkirkers, (for we were 
told at Yarmouth, that there were ten sail of them waiting for 
us ;) whereupon we all prepared to fight with them, and took 
down some cabins which were in the way of our ordnance, and 
out of every ship were thrown such bed matters as were subject 
to take fire, and we heaved out our long boats, and put up our 
waste cloths, and drew forth our men, and armed them with 
muskets and other weapons, and instruments for fireworks; 
and for an experiment our captain shot a ball of wild-fire 
fastened to an arrow out of a crossbow, which burnt in the 
water a good time« The lady Arbella and the other women 
and children were removed into the lower deck, that they 



might be out of danger. All things being thus fitted, we went 
to prayer upon the upper deck. It was much to see how 
cheerful and comfortable all the company appeared; not a 
woman or child that shewed fear» though all did apprehend the 
danger to have been great, if things had proved as might well 
be expected, for there had been eight against four, and the 
least of the enemy's ships were reported to carry thirty brass 
pieces; but our trust was in the Lord of Hosts; and the 
courage of our captain, and his care and diligence, did much 
encourage us. It was now about one of the clock, and the 
fleet seemed to be within a league of us ; therefore our captain, 
because he would shew he was not afraid of them, and that he 
might see the issue before night should overtake us, tacked 
about and stood to meet them, and when we came near we 
perceived them to be our friends — the Little Neptune, a ship 
of some twenty pieces of ordnance, and her two consorts, 
bound for the Straits ; a ship of Flushing, and a Frenchman, 
and three other English ships bound for Canada and New- 
foundland. So when we drew near, every ship (as they met*) 
saluted each other, and the musketeers discharged their small 
shot ; and so (God be praised) our fear and danger wu turned 
into mirth and friendly entertainment. Our danger being thus 
over, we espied two boats on fishing in the channel ; so every 
of our four ships manned out a skifi*, and we bought of them 
great store of excellent fresh fish of divers sorts. 

Saturday, lo.] The wind at E. and by N. a handsome gale 
with fair weather. By seven in the morning we were come 
over against Plimouth. 

About noon the wind slacked, and we were come within 
sight of the Lizard, and towards night it grew very calm and a 
great fog, so as our ships made no way. 

This afternoon Mr. Hurlston, the master of the Jewel came 
aboard our ship, and our captain went in his skiff aboard the 
Ambrose and the Neptune, of which one Mr. Andrew Cole was 
master. There he was told that the bark Warwick was taken 
by the Dunkirkers, for she came single out of the Downes 
about fourteen days since, intending to come to us to the 
Wight, but was never heard of since. She was a pretty ship of 
about eighty tons and ten pieces of ordnance, and was set out 
by Sir Ferdinando Gorges, Cap. Mason and others, for dis- 
covery of the great lake in New England, so to have inter- 
cepted the tradfe of beaver. The master of her was one Mr« 



Weatherelly whose father was master of one of the cattle ships, 
which we left at Hampton. 

This day two yoimg men, falling at <hUIs and fighting, con- 
trary to the orders which we hal publisher I and set up in the 
ship, were iuljudged to walk u|)on the de< k til) night with their 
hands boun 1 behind them, whicii ac<:i>nlingly was executed ; 
and another man, for usin;; coiitcmptucnw speeches in our 
presence, was hid in bolts till he submitted himself and prom- 
ised open confession of his offence. 

I should have noted before, ihat the day we set sail from the 
Cowes, my son Henry Winthrop, went on shore with one of 
my servants to fetch an ox and ten weihers, which he had pro- 
vided for our ship, and there went on shore with him Mr. Pel- 
ham and one of his servants. They sent the cattle aboard, but 
retumeil not themselves. Al)Out three days after my servant 
and a servant of Mr. Pelhnm's came to us to Yarmouth, and 
toM us they were all coming to us in a boat the day before, but 
th2 winl was so strong against them, as they were forced on 
shore in the night, and the two servants came to Yarmouth by 
land, and so came on ship-board, but my son and Mr. l*elham 
(.ve heard) went back to the Cowes and so to Hampton. We 
expected them three or four days after, but they came not to 
us, so we have left them behind, and suppose they will come 
after in Mr. Goffe's ships. We were very sorry they had put 
themselves upon such inconvenience, when they were so well 
accommolated in our ship. This was not noted before, be- 
rausc we expected daily their return; and upon this occasion 
I must add here one observation, that we have many young 
gentlemen in our ship, who behave themselves well, and are 
conformable to all good orders. 

About ten at night it cleared up with a fresh gale at N. and 
by W. so we stoofl on our course merrily. 

Sunday, 1 1.] The wind at N. and by W. a very stiff gale. 

About eight in the morning, being gotten past Scilly, and 
standing to the W, S. W. we met two small ships, which falling 
in among us, and the .Admiral coming under our lee, we let him 
))ass, but the Jewel and Ambrose, perceiving the other to be a 
Brazil man, and to take the wind of us, shot at them and made 
them stop and f:Ul after us, and sent a skiff aboard them to 
know what they were. Our captain, fearing lest some mistake 
might arise, and lest they should take them for enemies which 
were friends, and so, through the unruliness of the mariners 



some wrong might be done them, caused his skiff to be heaved 
out, and sent Mr. Graves^ one of his mntcs and our pilot, (a 
discreet man,) to see how things were, who returned soon after, 
and brought with him the master of one of the ships and Mr. 
lx)we and Mr. Hurlston. When they were come aboard us, 
they agreed to send for the captain, who came and showed his 
commission from the Prince of Orange. In conclusion he 
proved to be a Dutchman, and his a man of war of Flushing, 
and the other ship was a prize he had taken laden with sugar 
and tobacco ; so we sent them aboard their ships again, and 
held on our course. In this time (which hindered us five or 
six leagues) the Jewel and the Ambrose came foul of each 
other, so as we much feared the issue, but, through God's 
mercy, they came well off again, only the Jewel had her fore- 
sail torn, and one of her anchors broken. This occasion, and 
the sickness of our minister and people, put us all out of order 
this day, so as we could have no sermons. 

Monday, 12.] The wind more large to the N. a stiff gale, 
with fair weather. In the afternoon less wind, and our people 
began to grow well again. Our children and others, that were 
sick, and lay groaning in the cabins, we fetched out, and having 
stretched a rope from the steerage to the mainmast, we made 
them stand, some of one side and some of the other, and sway 
it up and down till they were warm, and by this means they 
soon grew well and merry 

Wetlnesday, 14.] The wind S. W. rainy weather, in the 
morning 

This day the ship heaved and set more than before, yet we 
had but few sick, and of these such as came up upon the deck, 
and stirred themselves, were presently well again ; therefore 
our captain set our children and young men to some harmless 
exercises, which the seamen were very active in, and did our 
people much good, though they would sometimes play the 
wags with them. Towards night wc were force<l to take in 
some sail to stay for the Vicc-.\<lmiral, which was near a 
league astern of us 

Thursday, 15.] The wind still at N. N. W. fair weather. . . 



All this forenoon our Vice-Admiral was much to leeward of 
us ; so after dinner we bare up towanls her, and having fetched 
her up and spoken with her, the wiiul being come to S. W. we 
tacked about and steered our course N. N. W. lying as near the 
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wind as we could, and about four of the clock, with a stiff gale, 
* we steered W. and by N. and at night the wind grew very 

strong, which put us on to the W. amain. 
About ten at night the wind grew so high, and rain withal, 
, that we were forced to take in our topsail, and having lowered 

our mainsail and foresail, the storm was so great as it split our 
j foresail and tore it in pieces, and a knot of the sea washed our 

tub overboard, wherein our fish was a-watering. The storm 
i still grew, and it was dark with clouds, (though otherwise moon- 

light,) so as (though it was the Jewel's turn to carry the light 
this night, yet) lest we should lose or go foul one of another, 
;! we hanged out a light upon our mizzen shrouds, and before 

midnight we lost sight of our Vice- Admiral. 
Our captain, so soon as he had set the watch, at eight in the 
^ evening, called his men, and told them he feared we should 

I have a storm, and therefore commanded them to be ready upon 

I the deck, if occasion should be ; and himself was up and down 

I! the decks all times of the night. 

Friday, 16.] About four in the morning the wind slacked a 

little, yet it continued a great storm still, and though in the 

^ , afternoon it blew not much wind, yet the sea was so high as it 

tossed us more than before, and we carried no more but our 

mainsail, yet our ship steered well with it, which few such ships 

' could have done. 

I About four in the afternoon, the wind still W. and by S. and 

I rainy, we put on a new foresail and hoisted it up, and stoo<l 

I N. N. W. All this day our Rear Admiral and the Jewel held 

up with us. 
This night was very stormy. 

All the time of the storm few of our people were sick, (ex- 
cept the women, who kept under hatches,) and there appeared 

no fear or dismayedness among them 

Saturday, [April] 17.] The wind S. W. very stormy and 
boisterous. All this time we bore no more sail but our main- 
sail and fore-sail, and we steered our course W. and by N. . . . 
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Lord's day, [June] 6.] The wind N. E. and after N. a 
;ood gale, but still K>ggy at times, and cold. We stood W. 
\ W, both to make Cape Sable, if we might, and also because 
of the current, which, near the west shore, sets to the S. that 
we might be the more dear from the southern shoals, viz. of 
O^ Codt 



About two in the afternoon we sounded and had ground at 
about eighty &thom, and the mist then breaking up, we saw 
the shore to the N. about five or six leagues off, ana were (as 
we supposed) to the S. W. of Cape Sable, and in forty-three 
and a quarter. Towards night it calmed and was foggy again, 
and the wind came S. and by £. We tacked and stood W. and 
by N. intending to make land at Aquamenticus, being to the 
N. of the Isles of Shoals. 

Monday, 7.I The wind S. About four in the morning we 
sounded and had ground at thirty fathom, and was somewhat 
calm ; so we put our ship a-stays, and took, in less than two 
hours, with a few hooks, sixty-seven codfish, most of them very 
great fish, some a yard and a half long, and a yard in compass. 
This came very seasonably, for our salt fish was now spent, 
and we were taking care for victuals this day (being a fish day.) 

After this we filled our saib, and stood W. N. W. with a 
small gale. We hoisted out a great boat to keep our sounding 
the better. The weather was now very cold. We sounded at 
eight, and had fifty fathom, and, being calm, we heaved out 
our hooks again, and took twenty-six cods ; so we all feasted 
with fish this day. ... At one of the clock we had a fresh 
gale at N. W. and very fair weather all that afternoon, and 
warm, but the wind &iled soon. 

All the night the wind was W. and by S. a stiff gale, which 
made us stand to and again, with small advantage. 

Tuesday, 8.1 The wind still W. and by S. fair weather, but 
close and cold. We stood N. N. W. with a stiff gale, and, 
about three in the afternoon, we had sight of land to die N. W. 
about ten leagues, which we supposed was the Isles of Mon- 
hegan, but it proved Mount Mansell. Then we tacked and 
st(X)d W. S. W. We had now fair sun-shine weather, and so 
pleasant a sweet air as did much refresh us, and there came a 
smell off the shore like the smell of a garden. 

There came a wild pigeon into our ship, and another small 
land bird. 

Wednesday, 9.] In the morning the wind easterly, but grew 
presently calm. Now we had very fair weather, and warm. 
About noon the wind came to S. W. ; so we stood W. N. W. 
With a handsome gale, and had the main land upon our star- 
board all that day, about eight or ten leagues off. It is very 
high land, lying in many hills very unequal At night we saw 
many small islands, being low land, between us ana the main. 



about five or six leagues off us ; and about three leagues from 

us, towards the main, a small rock a little above water. At 

night we sounded and had soft (xuy ground at sixty fathom ; so, 

the wind being now scant at W. we tacked again and stood 

I S. S. W. We were now in forty-three and a half. — This 

I high land, which we saw, we judged to be at the W. cape of 

the great bay, which goetii towards Port Royal, called Mount 

Desert or Moimt Mansell, and no island, but part of the main. 

In the night the wind shifted oft. 

! Thursday, lo.] In the morning the wind S. and by W. till 

' Ave. In the morning a thick fog : then it cleared up with fair 

weather, but somewhat close. .After we had run some ten 

! leagues W. and by S. we lost sight of the former land, but made 

I other high land on our starboard, as far off as we could descry, 

i but we lost it again. 

* The wind continued all this day at S. a stiff steady gale, yet 

I we bare all our sails, and stood W. S. W. About four in the 

I afternoon we made land on our starboard bow, call the Three 

j Turks* Heads, being a ridge of tiiree hills upon tlie main, 

whereof the southmost is the greatest. It lies near Aqua- 
menticus. We descried also another hill, more norlhwanl, whicli 
■ lies by Cape Porpus. We saw also, ahead of us, some four 

J leagues from shore, a small rock, not above a flight shot over, 

\ which hath a dangerous shoal to the E. and by S. of it, some 

i two leagues in length. We kept our luff and weathered it, and 

f left it on our starlx)ard about two miles off. Towards night we 

I might see the trees in all places very ]>lainly, and a small hill to 

f the southward of the Turks' Heads. AH the rest of the land to 

I the S. was plain low land. Here we had a fine fresh smell 

I from shore. Then, lest we should not get clear of the ledge of 

rocks, which lie under water from within a flight shot of the 
said rock, (called Iloone Isle,) which we had now brought 
N. E. from us, towards Pascataquac, we tacked and stood S. E. 
with a stiff gale at S. by W. 

Friday, 1 1.] The wind still S. W. close weather. We stood 
to and again all this day within sight of Cape Ann. The Isles 
of Shoals were now within two leagues of us, and we saw a ship 
lie there at anchq^, and five or six shallops under sail up and 
down. 

We took many mackerels, and met a shallop, which stood 
fiK>ra Cape Ann towards the Isles of Shoals, which betonged to 
iome English fishermen. 
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Saturday, u.] About four in the morning we were near our 
port. We shot off two pieces of ordnance, and sent our skiff 
to Mr. Peirce his ship (which lay in the harbour, and had been 
there [blank] days before.) About an hour after, Mr. Allerton 
came aboard us in a shallop as he was sailing to Pemaquid. 
As we stood towards the harbour, we saw another shallop com- 
ing to us ; so we stood in to meet her, and passed through the 
narrow strait between Baker's Isle and Little Isle, and came to 
an anchor a little within the islands. 

After Mr. Peirce came aboard us, and returned to fetch 
Mr. Endecott, who came to us about two of the clock, and 
with him Mr. Skelton and Capt Levett. We that were of the 
assistants, and some other gentlemen, and some of the women, 
and our captain, returned with them to Nahumkeck, where we 
supped with a good venison pasty and good beer, and at night 

> we returned to our ship, but some of the women stayed behind. 

In the mean time most of our people went on shore upon the 
land of Cape Ann, which lay very near us, and gathered store 
of fine strawberries. 

An Indian came aboard us and lay there all night. 

Lord's day, 13.] In the morning, the sagamore of Agawam and 

one of his men came aboard our ship and stayed with us all day. 

A, About two in the afternoon we descried the Jewel ; so we 

manned out our skiff and wafted them in, and they went as 

near the harbour as the tide and wind would suffer. 

Monday, 14.] In the nnomitig early we weighed anchor, 
and the wind being against us, and the channel so narrow as 
\ we could not well turn in, we warped in our ship and came to 

an anchor in the inward harbour. 

> In the afternoon we went with most of our company <m shore, 
and our captain gave us five pieces. 

[Large blank in the manuacript] 

Thursday, 17.] We went to Mattachusetts, to find out a 
place for our sittmg down. We went up Mistick River about 
» six miles. 

We lay at Mr. Maverick's, and returned home on Saturday. 
As we came home, we came by Nataskott, and sent for Capt 
Squib ashore — (he had brought the west-country people, viz. 
Mr. Ludlow, Mr. Rossiter, Mr. Maverick, &c. to the bay, who 
were set down at Mattapan,) — and ended a difference between 
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him and the passengers ; whereupon he sent ^is boat to his 
ship, (the Mary and John,) and at our parting gave us five 
pieces. At our return we found the Ambrose in the harbour 
at Salem. 

Thursday, July i.] The Mayflower and the Whale arrived 
safe in Charlton harbour. Their passengers were all in health, 
but most of their cattle dead. . . . 

Friday, 2.] The Talbot arrived there. She had lost four- 
teen passengers. 

My son Henry Winthrop was drowned at Salem. 

Saturday, 3.] The Hopewell, and William and Francis 
arrived. 

Monday, 5.] The Trial arrived at Charlton, and the Charli s 
at Salem. 

Tuesilay, 6.] The Success arrived. She had [blank] goats 
and lost [blank] of them, and many of her passengers were 
near starved, &c. 

Wednesday, 7.] The Lyon went back to Salem. 

Thursday, 8.] We kept a day of thanksgiving In all the 
plantations. 

Thursday, August 18.] Capt. Endecott and Gibson 

were marrie.l by the governour and Mr. Wilson. 

Saturday, 20.] The French ship called the Gift came into 
the harbour at Charlton. She had been twelve weeks at sea, 
and lost one passenger and twelve goats ; she delivered six. 

Monday we kept a court. 

Friday, 27.] We of the congregation kept a fast, and chose 
Mr. Wilson our teacher, ami Mr. Nowell an elder, and Mr. 
Oagtfr and Mr. Aspinwall, deacons. We used imposition of 
hands, but with this protestation by all, that it was only as a 
sign of election and confirmation, not of any intent that Mr. 
Wilson should renounce hiis ministry he received in England. 

September 20.] Mr. Gager died. 

30.1 About two in the morning, Mr. Isaac Johnson died ; 
his wife, the lady Arbella, of the house of Lincoln, being dead 
alx>ut one month before. He was a holy man, and wise, and 
died in sweet peace, leaving some part of his substance to the 
colony. 

The wolves killed six calves at Salem, and they killed one 
wolf. 

Thomas Morton adjudged to be imprisoned, till he were 
sent into England, and his house burnt down, for his many 
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injuries offered to the Indians, and other misdemeanoiirs. 
Capt Brook, master of the Gift, refused to carry him. 

[Large bUnk in the manuacripC.] 

Finch of Watertown had his wigwam burnt and all his goods. 

Billington executed at Plimouth for murdering one. 

Mr. Phillips, the minister of Watertown, and others, had 
their hay burnt. 

The wolves killed some wine at Saugus. 

A cow died at Plimouth, and a goat at Boston, with eating 
Indian com. 

October 33J Mr. Rossiter, one of the assistants, died. 

35.] Mr. Colbum (who was chosen deacon by the congre- 
gation a week before) was invested by imposition of hands of 
the minister and elder. 

The govemour, upon consideration of the inconveniences 
which had grown in England by drinking one to another, 
restrained it at his own table, and wished others to do the like, 
so as it grew, by little and little, to disuse. 

39.] The Handmaid arrived at Plimouth, having been 
twelve weeks at sea, and spent all her masts, and of twenty- 
eight cows she lost ten. She had about sixty passengers, who 
came all well ; John Grant, master. 

Mr. Goffe wrote to me, that his shipping this year had 
utterly undone him. 

She brought out twenty-eight heifers, but brought but seven- 
teen alive. 

November 11.] The master came to Boston with Capt 
Standish and two gentlemen passengers, who came to plant 
here, but having no testimony, we would not receive them. 

10.] [blank] Firmin of Watertown had his wigwam burnt. 

Divers nad their hay-stacks burnt by burning the grass. ^ 

37.] Three of the governour's servants were from this day 
to the I of December abroad in his skiff among the islands, in 
bitter frost and snow, being kept from home by the N. W. wind, 
and without victuals. At length they gat to Mount WoUaston, 
and left their boat there, and came home by land. Laus Dea 

December 6.] The govemour and most of the assistants, 
and others, met at Roxbury, and there agreed to build a town 
fortified upon the neck between that and Boston, and a com- 
mittee was appointed to consider of aD things requisite, Ac 
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14.] The committee met at Roxbury, and upon further 
; consideration, for reasons, it was concluded, that we could not 

. have a town in the place aforesaid : i. Because men would be 

^ forced to keep two families. 2. There was no running water ; 

i and if there were any springs, they would not suffice the town. 

! 3. The most part of the people had built already, and would 

f not be able to build again. So we agreed to meet at Water- 

] town that day sen'night, and in the mean time other places 

* should be viewed. 

S Capt. Neal and three other gentlemen came hither to us. 

1 He came in the bark Warwick this summer to Pascataqua, 

sent as govemour there for Sir Ferdinando Gorges and others. 

21.] We met again at Watertown, and there, upon view of 

\ a place a mile beneath the town, all agreed it a fit place for a 

f fortified town, and we took time to consider further about it. 

\ 24.] Till this time there was (for the most part) fair, open 

I weather, with gentle frosts in the night ; but this day the wind 

I came N. W. very strong, and some snow withal, but so cold as 

I some had their Angers frozen, and in danger to be lost. Three 

of the governour's servants, coming in a shallop from Mistick, 

[ were driven by the wind upon Noddle's Island, and forced to 

'' stay there all that night, without fire or food; yet, through 

j God's mercy, they came safe to Boston next day, but the 

I fingers of two of them were blistered with cold, and one 

swooned when he came to the fire. 

26.] The rivers were frozen up, and they of Charlton could 
not come to the sermon at Boston till the afternoon at high water. 
Many of our cows and goats were forced to be still abroad 
for want of houses. 

28.] Richard Garrett, a shoemaker of Boston, and one of 
the congregation there, with one of his daughters, a young 
maid, and four others, went towards Plimouth in a shallop, 
against the advice of his friends ; and about the Gumett's Nose 
the wind overblew so much at N. W. as they were forced to 
come to a killock at twenty fathom, but their boat drav^ and 
shaked out the stone, and they were put to sea, and the boat 
took in much water, which did freeze so hard as they could not 
firee her ; so they gave themselves for lost, and, commending 
themselves to God, they disposed themselves to die ; but one 
of their company espying land near Cape Cod, they made shift 
to hoist up part of their sail, and, by God's special providence, 
were carried through the rocks to the shore, where some gat on 
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land, but some had their legs frozen into the ice, so as they 
were forced to l>e cut out. licing come on shore they kindled 
a fire, but, having no hatchet, they couM get little wood, and 
were forced to lie in the open air all night, being extremely 
cold. In the morning two of their company went towards 
Plimouth, (supposing it had l>een within seven or eight miles, 
whereas it was near fifty miles from them.) By the way they 
met with two Indian squaws, who, coming home, told their 
husbands th^t they had met two Knglishmen. I1iey thinking 
(as it was) that they had been shipuTecked, made after them, 
and brought them l^ck to their ^ig^am, and entertained them 
kindly ; and one of them went with them the next day to 
Plimouth, and the other went to find out their boat and the 
rest of their company, which were se\'en miles off^ and having 
found them, he help them what he could, and returned to his 
wigwam, and fetched a hatchet, and built them a wigwam and 
covered it, and gat them wood (for they were so weak and 
frozen, as they coul<i not stir;) and Garrett died about two 
days after his landing ; and the ground being so frozen as they 
could not dig his grave, the Indian hewed a hole about half a 
yard deep, with his hatchet, and having laid the corpse in it, he 
laid over it a great heap of wood to keep it from the wolves. 
By this time the govemour of Plimouth had sent three men to 
them with provisions, who being come, and not able to launch 
their boat, (which with the strong N.W. wind was driven up to 
the high water mark,) the Indian returned to PlinK>uth and 
fetched three more ; but before they came, they had launched 
their boat, and with a fair southerly wind were gotten to 
Plimouth, where another of their company died, his flesh being 
mortified with the frost ; and the two who went towards 
Plimouth died al.K>, one of them l)eing not able to get thither, 
and the other had his feet so frozen as he died of it after. 
The girl esca|)ed l)est, and one Harwood, a godly man of the 
congregation of Bo:iton, lay long under the surgeon's hands ; 
and it was above six weeks before they could get the boat from 
Plimouth ; and in their return they were much distressed ; yet 
their boat was very well manned, the want whereof before was 
the cause of their loss. 

January [1630/31.] -^ A house at Dorchester was burnt down. 

February 11.] Mr. Freeman's house at Watertown was buraed 
down, but, being in the day time, his goods were saved 

The poorer sort of people (who lay long in tents, etc) were 
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much afflicted mth the scurvy, and many died, especially at 
Boston and Charlestown ; but when this ship came and brought 

store of juice of lemons, many recovered speedily 

i • • • • 

March 16.] About noon the chimney of Mr. Sharp's house 
in Boston took fire, (the splinters being not clayed at the top,) 
I and taking the thatch burnt it down, and the wind being N. W. 

; drove the fire to Mr. Colbum's house, being [blank] rods off, 

f and burnt that down also, yet they saved most of their goods. 

I 33.] Chickatabot came with his sannops and squaws, and 

I presented the governour with a hogshead of Indian com. After 

they had all dined, and had each a small cup of sack and beer, 
i and the men tobacco, he sent away all his men and women, 

I (though the governour would have stayed them, in regard of 

I the rain and thunder.) Himself and one squaw and one san- 

': nop stayed all night, and, being in English clothes, the gov-^ 

' ernour set him at his own table, where he behaved himself as 

I soberly, &c. as an Englishman. The next day after dinner he 

I returned home, the governour giving him cheese and peas and 

a mug and some other small things. 

36 [ 1 63 1 .] John Sagamore and James his brother, with divers 
^ sannops, came to the governour to desire his letter for recovery 

Iof twenty beaver skins, which one Watts in England \aA forced 
him of. The governour entertained them kindly, and gave him 
his letter with directions to Mr. Downing in England, &C. 
J The night before, alarm was given in divers of the planta- 

t tions. It arose through the shooting off some pieces at Water- 

town, by occasion of a calf, which Sir Richard Saltonstall had 
lost ; and the soldiers were sent out with their pieces to try the 
wilderness from thence till they might find it. 

39.] Sir Richard Saltonstall and his two daughters, and 
one of his younger sons, (his two eldest sons remained still in 
the country,) came down to Boston, and stayed that night at 
the govemour's, and the next morning, by seven of the clock, 
accompanied with Mr. Peirce and others in two shallops, they 
departed to go to the ship riding at Salem. The governour 
gave them three drakes at their setting sail, the wind being 
N. W. a stiff gale and full sea. Mr. Sl^urp went away at the 
same time in another shallop 



[April] 37.] There came from Virginia into Salem a pin- 
nace of eighteen tons^ laden with com and tobacco. She was 
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bound to the north, and put in there by foul weather. She sold 
her com at ten shillings the bushel. 

June 14.] At a court, John Sagamore and Chickatabot 
being told at last court of some injuries that their men did to 
our cattle, and giving consent to make satisfaction, &c. now 
one of their men was complained of for shooting a pig, &c. for 
which Chickatabot was ordered to pay a small skin of beaver, 
which he presently paid. 

At this court one Philip Ratcliff, a servant of Mr. Cradock, 
being convict, ore tenus, of most foul, scandak>us invectives 
against our churches and government, was censured to be 
whipped, lose his ears, and be banished the plantation, which 
was presently executed. 

35.] There came a shallop from Pascataqua, which brought 
news of a small English ship come thither with provisions and 
some Frenchmen to make salt. By this boat, Capt. Ncal, 
goverpour of Pascataqua, sent a packet of letters to the gov- 
emour, directed to Sir Christopher Gardiner, which when the 
governour had opened, he found it came from Sir Ferdinando 
(jorges, (who claims a great part of the Bay of Massachusetts.) 
In the packet was one letter to Thomas Morton, (sent prisoner 
before into England upon the lord chief justice's warrant :) by 
both which letters it appeared, that he had some secret design 
to recover his pretended right, and that he reposed much trust 
in Sir Christopher Gardiner. 

These letters we opened, because they were directed to one, 
who was our prisoner, and had declared himself an iU wilier to 
our government. 

July 4.] The governour built a bark at Mistick, which was 
launched this day, and called the Blessing of the Bay 



September 6.] About this time last year the company here 
set forth a pinnace to the parts about Cape Cod, to trade for 
com, and it brought here above eighty bushels. This year 
again the Salem pinnace, being bound thither for com, was, 
by contrary winds, put into Plimouth, where the govemour, 
&c. fell out with them, not only forbidding them to trade, but 
also telling them they would oppose them by force, even to 
the spending of their lives, &c. ; whereupon they returned, 
and acquainting the govemour of Massachusetts with it, he 
wrote to the govemour of Plimouth this letter, here iniertedy 
with ihm answer, which came about a month after. 
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The wolves did much hurt to calves and swine between 
Charles River and Mistick. 

At the last court . . . one Henry Linne was whipped and 
banished, for writing letters into England full of slander against 
our government ami orders of our churches. 

17.] Mr. ShunI of Pemaquid, sent home James Sagamore's 
wife» who had been taken away at the surprise at Agawam, and 
writ that the Indi.ins demanded [blank] fathom of wampam- 
peague and [blank] skins for her ransom. 

37.] At a court, one Josias Plaistowe and two of his servants 
were censured for stealing corn from Chickatabot and his men, 
(who were present,) the master to restore two fold, and to be 
degraded from the title of a gentleman, and fined ^ve pounds, 
and his men to be whipped. 

[Blank in the manuscript.] 

October 4.] The Blessing went on a voyage to the eastward. 

II.] The govemour, being at his farm house at Mistick, 
walkea out after supper, and took a piece in his hand, suppos- 
ing he might see a wolf, (for they came daily about the house, 
and killed swine and calves, &c. ;) and, being about half a mile 
off, it grew suddenly dark, so as, in coming home, he mistook 
his path, and went till he came to a little house of Sagamore 
John, which stood empty. There he stayed, and having a 
piece of match in his pocket, (for he always carried about him 
match and a compass, and in summer time snake-weed,) he 
made a good fire near the house, and lay down upon some old 
mats, which he found there, and so spent the night, sometimes 
walking by the fire, sometimes singing psalms, and sometimes 
getting wood, but could not sleep. It was (through God's 
mercy) a warm night ; but a little before day it began to rain, 
and, having no cloak, he made shift by a long pole to climb up 
into the house. In the morning, there came thither an Indian 
squaw, but perceiving heir before she had opened the door, he 
barred her out ; yet she stayed there a great while essaying to 
get in, and at last she went away, and he returned safe home, 
his servants having been much perplexed for him, and having 
walked about, and shot off pieces, and hallooed in the night, 
but he heard them not 



[November] i x.] We kept a day of thanksgiving at Boston. 
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17.1 The sovemour of Plimouth came to Boston, and 
lodged in the ship. 

23.] Mr. Peirce went down to his ship, which lay at Nan- 
tascot. Divers went home with him into England by Virginia, 
as Sir Richnrd Saltonstall his eldest son and others ; and they 
were six weeks in going to Virginia 



January 27 [163 1/2.] The govemour, and some company 
with him, went up by Charles River about eight miles above 
Watertown, and named the first brook, on the north side of 
the river, (being a fair stream, and coming from a pond a mile 
from the river,) Heiiver Brook, because the beavers had shorn 
down divers great trees there, and made divers dams across the 
brook. Thence they went to a great rock, u|K)n which stood a 
high stone, cleft in sunder, tliat four men might go through, 
which they called Adam's Chair, because the youngest of their 
company was Adam Winthrop. Thence they came to another 
brook, greater tlian the former, which they called Masters' 
Brook, because the eldest of their company was one John 
Masters. Thence they came to another high pointed rock, 
having a fiir ascent on the west side, which they called Motmt 
Feake, from one Robert Feake, who had married the govemour*s 
daughter-in-law. On the west side of Mount Feake, they went 
up a very high rock, from whence they might see all over Neip- 
nett, and a very high hill due west, about forty miles off, and 
to the N. \V. the high hills by Merrimack, above sixty miles off. 

February 7.] The govemour, Mr. Nowell, Mr. Eliot, and 
others, went over Mistick River at Medford, and going N. and 
by E. among the rocks about two or three miles, they came to 
a very great pond, having in the midst an island of about one 
acre, and very thick with trees of pine and beech ; and the pond 
had divers small rocks, standing up here and there in it, which 
they therefore called Si)ot i'ond. They went all about it upon 
the ice. From thence (towards the N.W. about half a mile,) 
they came to the top of a very high rock, beneath which, 
(towards the N.) lies a goodly plain, part open land, and part 
woody, from whence there is a fair prospect, but it being Uien 
close and rainy, they could see but a small distance. This 
place they called Cheese Rock, because, when they went to 
eat somewhat, they had only cheese, (the govemour's man 
forgetting, for haste, to put up some bread.) 

14.] The govemour and some other company went to view 
the coimtry as iar as Neponsett, and returned that night. 
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[Large blank in the manuicript] ^ 

17.] The governour and assistants called before them, at 
Boston, divers of Watertown ; the pastor and elder by letter, 
and the others by warrant. The occasion was, for that a war- 
rant being sent to Watertown for levying of jQS, part of a rate 
of £60, ordered for the fortifying of the new town, the pastor 
and elder, &c. assembled the people and delivered their opin- 
ions, that it was not safe to pay moneys after that sort, for fear 
of bringing themselves and posterity into bondage. Being 
come before the governour and council, after much debate, 
they acknowledged their fault, confessing freely, that they were 
in an errour, and made a retractation and submission under 
their hands, and were enjoined to read it in the assembly the 
next Lord's day. The ground of their errour was, for that they 
took this government to be no other but as of a mayor an* 1 
aldermen, who have not power to make laws or raise taxations 
without the people; but understanding that this government 
was rather in the nature of a parliament, and that no assistant 
could be chosen but by the freemen, who had power likewibc 
to remove the assistants and put in others, and therefore lU 
every general court (which was to be held once tvery year) 
they had free liberty to consider and propound any thing con- 
cerning the same, and to declare their grievances, without 
being subject to question, or, &c. they were fully satisfied ; 
and so their submission was accepted, and their offence par- 
doned 

[March] 19.]} Mr. Maverick, one of the ministers of Dor- 
chester, in drying a little powder, (which took fire by the 
heat of the fire pan,) fired a small barrel of two or three 
pounds, yet did no other harm but singed his clothes. It was 
in the new meeting-house, which was thatched, and the thatch 
only blacked a little 

(.1633.] At this court an act was made expressing the 
governour's power, &c. and the ofKce of the secretary and 
treasurer, &c. 

9.] The bark Warwick, and Mr. Maverick's pinnace, went 
out towards Virginia. 

12.] The governour received letters from Plimouth, signify- 
ing, that there had been a broil between their men at Sowamset 
and the Naraganset Indians, who set upon the English house 
there to have taken Owsamequin, the sagamore of Packanocott, 
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who was fled thither with all his people for refuge ; and that 
Capt. Standish, being gone thither to relieve the three English, 
which were in the house, had sent home in all haste for more 
men and other provisions, upon intelligence that Canonicus, 
with a great army, was coming against them. Withal they writ 
to our govemour for some powder to be sent with all possible 
speed, (for it seemed they were unfurnished.) Upon this the 
govemour presently .despatched away the messenger with so 
much powder as he could carry, viz. twenty-seven pounds. 

1 6.] The messenger returned, and brought a letter from 
the govemour, signifying, that the Indians were retired from 
Sowams to fight with the Pequins, which was probable, because 
John Sagamore and Chickatabott were gone with all their men, 
viz. John Sagamore with thirty, and Chickatabott with [blank] 
to Canonicus, who had sent for them. 

y A wear was erected by Watertown men upon Charles River, 

three miles above the town, where they took great store of 
shads. 

A Dutch ship brought from Virginia two thousand bushels 
of corn, which was sold at four shillings sixpence the bushel. 

^ May I.] 'I1ie govemour and assistants met at Boston to 

i consider of the deputy his deserting his place. The points 

'^ discussed were two. The ist, upon what grounds he did it : 
2d, whether it were good or void. For the ist, his main reason 

\ was for publick peace ; because he must needs discharge his 
conscience in speaking freely ; and he saw that bred disturb- 

\ ance, &c. For the ad, it was maintained by all, that he could 
not leave his place, except by the same power which put him 
in ; yet he would not be put from his contrary opinion, nor 

/y would be persuaded to continue till the general court, which 
was to be the 9th of this month. 

Another question fell out with him, about some bargains he 
had made with some poor men, members of the same congre- 
gation, to whom he had sold seven bushels and an half of com 
to receive ten for it after harvest, which the govemour and 
some others held to be oppressing usury, and within compass 

' of the statute ; but he persisted to maintain it to be lawful, 
and there arose hot words about it, he telling the govemour, 
that, if he had thought he had sent for him to his house to 
' give him such usage, he would not have come there ; and that 
he never knew any man of understanding of other opinion ; 
and that [if] the ^vemour thought otherwise of it, it was his 
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weakness. The governour took notice of these speeches, and 
bare them with more patience than he had done, upon a like 
occasion, at another time. Upon this there arose another 
question, about his house. The governour having formerly told 
him, that he did not well to bestow such cost about wainscot- 
ing and adorning his house, in the beginning of a plantation, 
both in regard of the necessity of publick charges, and for 
example, &c. his answer now was, that jt was for the warmth 
of his house, and the charge was little, being but clapboards 
nailed to the wall in the form of wainscot. These and other 
speeches passed before dinner. After dinner, the governour 
told them, that he had heard, that the people intended, at 
the next general court, to desire, that the assistants might be 
chosen anew every year, and that the governour might be 
chosen by the whole court, and not by the assistants only. 
Upon this, Mr. Ludlow grew into passion, and said, that then 
we should have no government, but there would be an interim, 
wherein every man might do what he pleased, &c. This was 
answered and cleared in the judgment of the rest of the assist- 
ants, but he continued stiff in his opinion, and protested he 
would then return back into England. 

Another business fell out, which was this. Mr. Clark of 
Watertown had complained to the governour, that Capt. Patrick, 
being removed out of their town to Newtown, did com])el them 
to watch near Newtown, and desired the governour, that they 
might have the ordering within their own town. The gov- 
ernour answered him, that the ordering of the watch did 
properly belong to the constable ; but in those towns where tlie 
captains dwelt, they had thought fit to leave it to them, and 
since Capt. Patrick was removed, the constable might take 
care of it ; but advised him withal to acquaint the deputy with 
it, and at the court it should be ordered. Clark went right 
home and told the captain, that the governour had ordered, 
that the constable should set the watch, (which was false) ; 
but the captain answered somewhat rashly, and like a soldier, 
whirh being certified to the governour by three witnesses, he 
sent a warrant to the constable to this effect, that whereas 
some difHcuhy was fallen out, &c. about the watch, &c. he 
should, according to his office, see due watch should be kept 
till the court had taken order in it. 'Vhxs much displeased the 
captain, who came to this meeting to have it redressed. The 
governour tokl the rest what, he had done, and upon what 
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ground ; whereupon they refused to do any thing in it tOl the 
court. 

While they were thus sitting togetiur, an Indian brings a 
letter from Capt. Standish, then at Sowams, to this effect, that 
the Dutchmen (which lay for trailing at Anygansett or Nara- 
gansett) had lately informed him, that many Pequins (who were 
professed enemies to the Anagansetts) had been there divers 
days, and advised us to be watchful, &c. giving other reasons, 
&c. 

Thus the day was spent and no good done, which was the 
more uncomfortable to most of them, because they had com- 
mended this meeting to God in more earnest manner than 
ordinary at other meetings. 

May 8.] A general court at Boston. Whereas it was (at 
our first coming) agreed, that the freemen should choose the 
assistants, and they the governour, the whole court agreed 
now, that the governour and assistants should all be new chosen 
every year by the general court, (the governour to be always 
chosen out of the assistants ;) and accordingly the old gover- 
nour, John Winthrop, was chosen ; accordingly all the rest as 
before, and Mr. Humfrey and Mr. Coddington also, because 
they were daily expected. 

The deputy governour, Thomas Dudley, Esq. having sub- 
mitted the validity of his resignation to the vote of the court, 
it was adjudged a nullity, and he accepted of his place again, . 
an 1 the governour and he being reconciled the day before, 
all things were carried very lovingly amongst all, &c. and the 
people carried themselves with much silence and modesty. 

John Winthrop, the governour's son, was chosen an assistant. 

A proposition was made by the people, that every company 
of trained men might choose their own captain and officers ; 
but the governour giving some reasons to the contrary, they 
were satisfied without it. 

Every town chose two men to be at the next court, to advise 
with the governour and assistants about the raising of a publirk 
stock, so as what they should agree upon should bind all, &c. 

This court was begun and ended with speeches for the, &r. 
as formerly. 

The governour, among other things, u^ed this speech to the 
people, nficr ho had taken his oath: That he had receivid 
gratuitie.4 from divers towns, which he received with much ' i 

comfort and content ; he had also received many kindnesses 
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from particular persons, wliich he would not refuse, lest he 
should be accounttrd uncourteous, &c. ; but he professed, that 
he received them with a trembling heart, in regard of God's 
rule, and the consciousness of his own infirmity ; and therefore 
desired them, that hereafter they would not take it ill, if he did 
refuse presents from particular persons, except they were from 
the assistants, or from some special friends ; to which no answer 
was made ; but he was told after, that many good people were 
much grieved at it, for that he never had any allowance towards 
the charge of his place. 

24.] The fortification upon the Com Hill at Boston was 
begun. 

35.] Charlestown men came and wrought upon the fortifica- 
tion. 

Roxbury the next, and Dorchester the next. 

26.] The Whale arrived with Mr. Wilson, Mr. Dummer, 
and about thirty passengers, all in health ; and of seventy cows 
lost but two. She came from Hampton April 8th. Mr. Graves 
was master 



[J^^y S-] At Watertown there was (in the view of divers wit- 
nesses) a great cpmbat between a mouse and a snake ; and, after 
a long fight, the mouse prevailed and killed the snake. The 
pastor of BcKston, Mr. Wikon, a very sincere, holy man, hearing 
of it, gave this interpretation : That the snake was the devil ; the 
mouse was a poor contemptible people, which God had brought 
hither, which should overcome Satan here, and dispossess him 
of his kingdom. Upon the same occasion, he told the gov- 
emour, that, before he was resolved to come into this country, he 
dreamed he was here, and that he saw a church arise out of the 
earth, which grew up and became a marvellous goodly church. 

After many imparlances and days of humiliation, by those of 
Boston and Roxbury, to seek the Lord for Mr. Welde his dis- 
posing, and the advice of those of Plimouth being taken, &c. 
at length he resolved to sit down with them of Roxbury. 

[Large blank in the manuscript] 

August 3.] The deputy, Mr. Thomas Dudley, being still 
discontented with the govemour, partly for that the govemour 
had removed the frame of his house, which he had set up at 
Newtown, and partly for that be took too much authority upon 



him, (as he conceived), renewed his complaints to Mr. Wilson 
and Mr. Welde, who acquainting the governour therewith, a 
meeting was agreed upon at Charlestown, where were present 
the governour and deputy, Mr. Nowell, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Wekle, 
Mr. Maverick, and Mr. Warham. The conference being begun 
with calling upoli the Lord, the deputy began, — that howsoever 
he had some particular grievances &c. ; yet, seeing he was 
advised by those present, and divers of the assistants, to be 
silent in them, he would let them pass, and so come first to 
complain of the breach of promise, both in the governour and 
others in not building at Newtown. The governour answered, 
that he had performed the words of his promise ; for he had a 
house up and seven or eight servants abiding in irby the day 
appofnted 



^ [November, 1633.] The scarcity of workmen had caused 

them to raise their wages to an excessive rate, so as a carpen- 
ter would have three shillings the day, a labourer two shillings 
and sixpence, &c. ; and accordingly those who had commodi- 
ties to sell advanced their prices sometime double to that they 
cost in England, so as it grew to a general complaint, which 

I tlie court, taking knowle<!ge of, as also of some further evils, 

I which were springing out of the excessive rates of wages, they 

piatie an order, that carpenters, masons, &c. should take but 
tivo shillings the day, and labourers but eighteen pence, and 

I t!)at no commodity should be sold at above four pence in the 

bl lining more than it cost for ready money in England ; oil, 
wine, &c. and cheese, in regard of the hazard of bringing, &c. 
[excepted.] Theevilswhich were springing, &c. were, i. Many 

^ spent much time idly, &c. because they could get as much in 
four days as would keep them a week. 2. They spent much in 
tobacco and strong waters, &c. which was a great waste to the 
commonwealth, which, by reason of so many foreign commodi- 
ties expended, could not have subsisted to this time, but that it 
was supplied by the cattle and com, which were sold to new 
' comers at very dear rates, viz. com at six shillings the bushel, 
a cow at ;^30, — yea, some at £^49 some £^6^ — a mare at 
jCsS* ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^ 3 ^^ £4 9 ^^^ y^^ many cattle were every 
year brought out of England, and some from Virginia. Soon ^ 

after order was taken for prices of commodities, viz* not to 
exceed the rate of four pence in the shilling above the price io ! 

England^ except cheese and liquors, &c s 
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[May 14, 1634.] At this court it was ordered, that four gen- 
eral courts should be kept every ye<ir» and that the whole body 
of the freemen should be present only at the court of election 
of magistrates, &c. and that, at the other three, every town 
!»hould send their 'deputies, who should assist in making laws, 
disposing lands, &c. Many good orders were made this court. 
It held three days, and all things were carried very peaceably, 
notwithstanding that some of the assistants were questioned by 
the freemen for some errours in their government, and some 
fines imposed, but remitted again before the court brake up. 
The court was kept in the meeting-house at Boston, and the 
new govemour and the assistants were together entertained at 
the house of the old govemour, as before 



November 5.] At the court of assistants complaint was made 
by some of the country, (viz. Richard Brown of Watertown, in 
the name of the rest,) that the ensign at Salem was defaced, 
viz. one part of the red cross taken out. Upon this, an attach- 
ment was awarded against Richard Davenport, ensign-bearer, to 
appear at the next court to answer. Much matter was m:ide 
of this, as fearing it would be taken as an act of rebellion, or of 

like high nature, m defacing the king's colours ; 

What proceeding was hereupon, will appear after, at next 
court, in the 6rst month ; (for, by reason of the great snows 
and frosts, we used not to keep courts in the three winter 
months.) 

37.] The assistants met at the governour's, to advise about 
the defacing of the cross In the ensign at Salem, where (taking 
advice with some of the ministers) we agreed to write to Mr. 
I )owning in England, of the truth of the matter, under all our 
hands, that, if occasion were, he might show it in our excuse ; 
f.>r therein we expressed our dislike of the thing, and our pur- 
pose to punish the offenders, yet with as much wariness as we 
might, being doubtful of the lawful use of a cross in an ensign, 
though we were clear that fact, as concerning the manner, was 
very unlawful. 

It was then informed us, how Mr. Eliot, the teacher of the 
church of Roxbury, had taken occasion, in a sermon, to speak 
of the peace made with the Pekods, and to lay some blame 
upon the ministry for proceeding therein, without consent of 
the people, and for other feelings (as he conceived). We took 
order, that he should be dealt with by Mr.. Cotton, Mr. Hooker, 



and Mr. Welde, to be brought to see his errour, ami to heal it 
by some publick explanation of his meaning ; for the people 
began to take occasion to murmur against us for it. 

It was likewise informed, that Mr. Williams of Salem had 
broken his promise to us, in teaching publickly against the 
king's patent, and our great sin in claiming right thereby 
to this country, &c and for usual terming the churches of 
England antichristian. We granted summons to him for his 
appearance at the next court 

The aforesaid three ministers, upon conference with the said 
Mr. Eliot, brought him to acknowledge his errour in that he 
had mistaken the ground of his doctrine, and that he did 
acknowledge, that, for a peace only, (whereby the people were 
not to be engaged in a war,) the magistrates might conclude, 
plebe inconsulto, and so promised to express himself in publick 
next Lord's day 

[Mo. I. 4. 1634/5.] Mr. Endecott was called to answer for 
defacing the cross in the ensign ; but, because the court could 
not agree about the thing, whether the ensigns should be laid 
by, in regard that many refused to follow them, the whole cause 
was deferred till the next general court; and the commissioners 
for military affairs gave order, in the mean time, that all the 
ensigns should be laid aside, &c. 

At this court brass farthings were forbidden, and musket 
bullets made to pass for farthings 

[Mo. 3. 6. 1635.] ^^' Endecott was .... called into 
question about the defacing the cross in the ensign; and 
a committee was chosen, viz. every town chose one, (whicL 
yet were voted by all the people,) and the magistrates chose 
four, who, taking the charge to consider of the offence, and 
the censure due to it, and to certify the court, after one or two 
hours time, made report to the court, that they found his offence 
to be great, viz. rash and without discretion, taking upon him 
more authority than he had, and not seeking advice of the 
court, &c. ; uncharitable, in that he, judging the cross, &c. to 
hi a sin, did content himself to have reformed it at Salem, not 
making care that others might be brought out of it also; laying 
a blemish also upon the rest of the magistrates, as if they would 
suffer idolatry, &c. and giving occasion to the state of England 
to think ill of us; — for which they adjudged him worthy 
admonition, and to be disabled for one year from bearing any 
publick office; declining any heavier sentence, because thcj 
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were persuaded he did it out of tenderness of conscience, and 

not of any evil intent 

The matter of altering the cross in the ensign was referred to 
the next meeting, (the court being adjourned for three weeks), 
it being propounded to turn it to the red and white rose, &c. 
and every man was to deal with his neighbours, to still their 
minds, who stood so stiff for the cross, until we should fully 
agree about it, which was expected, because the ministers had 
promised to take pains about it, and to write into England to 
have the judgments of the most wise and godly there 



Mo. 5. 8.] At the general court, Mr. Williams of Salem was 
summoned, and did appear. It was laid to his charge, that, 
being under question before the magistracy and churches for 
divers dangerous opinions, viz. i, that the magistrate ought not 
to punish the breach of the first table, otherwise than in such 
cases as did disturb the civil peace ; 3, that he ought not to 
tender an oath to an unregenerate man ; 3, that a man ought 
not to pray with such, though wife, child, &c. ; 4, that a man 
ought not to give thanks afler the sacrament nor after meat, 
&c. ; and that the other churches were about to write to the 
church of Salem to admonish him of these errours ; notwith- 
standing the church had since called him to [the] office of a 
teacher. Much debate was about these things. The said opin- 
ions were adjudged by all, magistrates and ministers, (who 
were desired to be present,) to be erroneous, and very danger- 
ous, and the calling of him to office, at that time, was judged a 
great contempt of^authority. So, in fine, time was given to him 
and the church of Salem to consider of these things till the next 
general court, and then either to give satisfaction to the court, 
or else to expect the sentence ; it being professedly declared by 
the ministers, (at the request of the court to give their advice,) 
that he who should obstinately maintain such opinions, (whereby 
a church might run into heresy, apostacy, or tyranny, and yet 
the civil magistrate could not intermeddle,) were to be removed, 
and that the other churches ought to request the magistrates so 
to do 

Salem men had preferred a petition, at the last general court, 
for some land in Marblehead Neck, which they did challenge 
as belonging to their town; but, because they had chosen Mr. 
Williams their teacher, while he stood under question of author- 
iQr, and so offered contempt to the magistrates, &c their peti- 



tion was refined till, &c Upon this the church of Salem vrrite 
to other churches, to admonish the magistrates of thb as a 
heinous sin, and likewise the deputies ; for which, at the next 
general court, their deputies were not received until they should 
give satisfaction about the letter. 

[Mo. 6. .-\ug. i6.] Mr. Williams, pastor of Salem, being 
sick and not able to speak, wrote to his church a protestation, 
that he could not communicate with the churches in the bay ; 
neither would he communicate with them, except they would 
refuse communion with the rest ; but the whole church was 
grieved herewith 

October.] At this general court Mr. Williams, the teacher 
of Salem, was agnin convented, and all the ministers in the hsy 
being desired to be present, he was charged with the said two 
letters, — that to the churches, complaining of the magbtrmtes 
for injustice, extreme oppression, &c and the other to his own 
church, to persua<le them to renounce commtmion with all the 
churches in the bay, as full of antichristian pollution, &c He 
justified both these letters, and maintained all his opinions; 
and, being offered further conference or disputation, and a 
month's respite, he chose to dispute presently. So Mr. Hooker 
was appointed to dispute with him, but could not reduce him 
from any of his errours. So, the next morning, the court sen- 
tenced him to depart out of our jurisdiction within six weeks, 
all the ministers, save one, approving the sentence; and his 
own church had him under question also for the same cause ; 
and he, at his return home, refused communion with his own 
church, who openly disclaimed his errours, and wrote an hum- 
ble submission to the magistrates, acknowledging their £aiult in 
joining with Mr. Williams in that letter to the churches against 
them, &c 



II mo. January [1635/6.] The govemour and assistants 
met at Boston to consider about Mr. Williams, for that they 
were credibly informed, that, notwithstanding the injunction 
laid upon him (upon the liberty granted him to sUy till the 
spring) not to go about to draw others to his opinions, he did 
use to entertain company in his house, and to preach to them, 
even of such points as he had been censured for ; and it was 
agreed to send him into England by a ship then ready to 
depart. The reason was, because he had drawn above twenty 
persons to his opinion, and they were intended to erect a 



plantation about the Nnrn.ijansctt liay, from whence the in- 
fection would easily s;>rtail into these churches, (the people 
being, many of them, much taken wiih the apprehension of 
his godhness.) Whereupon a warrant was sent to him to come 
presently to Boston, to be shipped, &c. He returned answer, 
(and divers of Salem came with it,) that he could not come 
without hazard of his life, &c. Whereupon a pinnace was sent 
with commission to Capt. Underbill, &c. to apprehend him, 
and carry him aboard the ship, (which then rode at Natas- 
cutt ;) but, when they came at his house, they found he had 
been gone three days before ; but whither they could not learn. 

He had so far prevailed at Salem, as many there (especially 
of devout women) did embrace his opinions, and separated 
from the churches, for this cause, that some of tlieir members, 
going into England, did hear the ministers there, and when 
they came home the churches here held communion with 
them 

[Mo. 2.] 7. [1636.] At a general court it was ordered, that 
a certain number of the magistrates should l)e chosen for life ; 
(the reason was, for that it was showed from the word of 
Ood, &c. that the principal magistrates ought to be for life.) 
Accordingly, the 25th of the 3d mo. John Winthrop and 
Thomas Dudley were chosen to this ])lace, and Henry Vane, 
by his place of governour, was president of this council for his 
year. It was likewise ordered, that quarter courts should he 
kept in several places for ease of the people, and, in regard of 
the scarcity of victuals, the remote towns shouM send their 
votes by proxy to the court of elections ; and that no church, 
&c. should be allowed, &c. that was gathered without consent 
of the churches and the magistrates 



[Mo. 3. 31.] One Miller, master's mate in the Hector, 
spake to some of our people aboard his ship, that, because we 
had not the king's colours at our fort, we were all traitors and 
rebels, &c. The governour sent for the master, Mr. Feme, 
and acquainted him with it, who promised to deliver him to us. 
Whereupon we sent the marshal and four serjeants to the ship 
for him, but the master not being aboard, they would not 
deliver him ; whereupon the master went himself and brought 
him to the court, and, the words being proved against him by 
two witnesses, he was committed. The next day the master, 
to pacify his meni who were in a great tumulti requested he 
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might be delivered to him, and did undertake to bring him 
before us again the day after, which was granted him, and he 
brought him to us at the time appointed. 'liK-n, in the presence 
of all the rest of the masters, he acknowledged his offence, and 
set his hand to a submission, and was discharged. Then the 
governour desired the masters, that they would deal freely, 
and tell us, if they did take any offence, and what they requirt-d 
of us. They answered, that, in regard they should be ex- 
amined upon their return, what colours they saw here, they did 
desire that the king's colours might be spread at our fort. It 
was answered, that we had not the king's colours. Thereupon 
two of them did olTer them freely to us. We replied, that for 
our part we were fully persuaded, that the cross in the ensign 
was idolatrous, and therefore might not set it in our ensign ; 
but, because the fort was the king's, and maintained in his 
name, we thought that his own colours might be spread there. 
So the governour accepted the cok>urs of Capt. Palmer, and 
promised they should be set up at Castle Island. We had 
conferred over night with Mr. Cotton, &c about the point. 
The governour, and Mr. Dudley, and Mr. Cotton, were of opinion, 
that they might be set up at the fort upon this distinction, that 
it was maintained in the king's name. Others, not being so 
persuaded, answered, that the governour and Mr. Dudley, being 
two of the council, and being persuaded of the lawfulness, &€. 
might use their power to set them up. Some others, being not 
so persuaded, could not join in the act, yet would not oppose, 
as being doubtful, &c. 

John Winthrop, The HisUry 0/ New England firem i6jo U tt^g (edited 
by Jamet Savai^, Button, 1825}, I. pastim. 
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James Otb*! speech on the WriU of AssisUnce is cooTeniently regarded 
as the first in the chain of events which led directly and irresistibly to 
rerolntton and indepenilence. It marks the tone of public opinion in 
Massachusetts in 1761, as Patrick Henry's Speech in the Parson^s Cause 
two years later gives eviilence of the comlition of pttl>lic opinion in Virginia 
in 1763. 

> Present knowledge of Otis's great speech b derived entirely from min- 
utes of the evidence taken by John Adams — not yet admitted to the bar. 
The manuscript of these or a copy of it was stolen from Adams's desk ami * ^.«^ 
printed in the Wcrcester Spy for April 99, 1773. MinoC printed the Spy 
version in his AfassacMnsetts (II. 89-99% The account m Tiidor's i.i/e 
p/Otis, which is here reprinted, is practically the work of Adams — when 
an old man. Tudor's book was |Miblished in 1823 ; Adams and Tndor 
were in correspondence on this subject in 1818. This account probably 
was written between 1818 ami 1823. Among the Adami papers are tome 
notes of Otis's Argument. These are printed in Adams's Works (IL 12O, 
in Qttincy's /^/yVr//. (pp. 469-476), and again here. A * Notc4>ook ** 
made by Israel Keith contains a longer version of Gridley's Argument than 
«« Adams's Notes," or the •• ,^py Article." It is here reprinted from QuiM^'a 

Copyright, X903, by A. LOVKIJ. k COMPANY. 
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Reports, As Keith was nine years old in 1761 the minutes could not have 
been made by him. Possibly they represent an early copy of Adams's 
original minutes. The portion containing Gridley's Speech is here reprinted 
from Quincy's Reports, The whole subject of Writs of Assistance is there 
most admirably studied by Horace Gray, Jr., Esq., later Chief Justice of 
Massachusetts and now Associate Justice of the Supreme Court of the 
United States. His concluding paragraph is here reproduced. 

No a]>ology is needed for reprinting the long extracts from Tudor*s Otis, 
The l)ook is a classic in Revolutionary biography. Many of the opinions 
and assertions made in it have not borne the brunt of modern research. 
But all in all it is a masterly work. The comparison of Adams's minutes 
taken at the time and his account of the matter a half a century later gives 
one an admiration for the tenacity of the venerable statesman's memory, 
and also an added distrust of "old men's recollections as a source of 
history." 

llie best brief account of the various forms of Otis's Speech is that by 
Dr. S. A. Green in the Massachusetts Historical Society's Proceedings, 
2d Series, VI. 190. l*he full titles of Quincy's and Tudor's works are as 
follou'S : Jdsiah (Juincy, Jr., Reports of Cases argued and adjudged in the 
Superior Court of Judicature of the Province of Massachusetts Pay between 
176/ and 177^9 Boston, 1865 — the general editorial work was done by 
Samuel M. Quincy; William Tudor, The Life of James Otis of Massachu^ 
setts, Boston, 1823. For other references see Channing and Hart, Guide 
to the Study of American History, § 134. 



I. Extract from Gray's Article in Quincy's Reports. 

A careful examination of the subject compels the conclu- 
sion that the decision of JIutchinson and his associates has 
been too strongly condemned as illegal : and that there was at 
least reasonable ground for holding, as matter of mere law, 
that the British Parliament had power to bind the Colonies; 
that even a statute contrary to the Constitution could not be 
declared void by the judicial Courts; that by the English 
statutes, as practically construed by the Courts in England, 
Writs of Assistance might be general in form; that the Superior 
Court of Judicature of the Province had the power of the Eng- 
lish Court of Exchequer; and that the Writs of Assistance 
prayed for, though contrary to the spirit of the English Consti- 
tution, could hardly be refused by a Provincial Court, before 
general warrants had been condemned in England, and before 
the Revolution bad actually begun in America. The remedy 
adopted by the Colonies was to throw off the yoke of Par- 
liament; to confer on the judiciary the power to declare 
unconstitutional statutes void; to declare general warrants 
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unconstitutional in express terms; and thus to put an end 
here to general Writs of Assistance. — Quincy's Reports^ S4o« 

Reprinted l»y i>eriiiissu>n of Menn. Little, Drown & Co. 

2. John Adanis*8 Report of Otis's Speech.* 

Gridley. — llie Constables distraining for Kates, more 
inconsistent with Kng. Rts. & liberties than Writts of assist- 
ance. And Necessity, authorizes both. 

Tliatcher. I have searched, in all the ancient Repertories, 
of Precedents, in Fitzherberts Natura llrevium, and in the 
Register (Q. ^v* y* Reg. is) and have found no such NVrilt oi 
assistance as this Petition prays. — I have found two Writts of 
ass. in the ^tg. but they are very difft, from >•• NVritt prayd 
for. — 

In a Book, intituled the Modern Practice of the Court of 
Exchequer there is indeed one such Writt, and but one. 

By y* Act of Pal*, any other private Person, may as well as 
a Custom House Officer, take an officer, a Sheriff, or Constable, 
&c and go into any Sho)), Store i^c & seize : any Person author- 
ized by such a Writt, under the Seal of the Court of Exchequer, 
may, not Custom House Officers only. — Strange. — Only a 
temporary thing. 

The most material Question is, whether the Practice of the 
Exchequer, will warrant this Court in granting the same. 

The Act impowers all the officers of y* Revenue to enter and 

• This report, which has been once published in 9 John Adams's Works, 
53X><23, is by the courteous permission of Mr, CharUs Fraitcis Adams liere 
icprmted ns exactly as |)ossible, with tlie orij^nal poragmphs, spelling, and 
pimctuation. from the MS. notes of yokn Adams, who was present at the 
argument, though he was not ndmitterl as a barrister until the 14th of Novem- 
licr following. 9 John Adams's Works. 134 and note, 133. 10 /^. 345. Kec 
1761, fol. 939. The only other contemporaneous report is an enlargement of 
this. Vid£ in/ra^ 477, note 39. 

I1)e elaborate narrative given more than half a century oflenvanls by 
Adams to Tudor, who printed an abstract of it as the ailment of Otis in this 
case, is rather a recollection of the sentiments of the colonists between 1761 
and 1766. xo John Adams's Works, 932-369 and note. I'udor's Ufi of Otis, 
68-86. 4 Bancroft's Hist, £/. .SI 417, note. WW/, 409.417. It would seem to 
liave been written by Adams without even referring to his own notes ; for it sub- 
stitutes Rastall's Entries for Registrum Brevium ; and asserts that no precedent 
could be found of a writ of assistance to a custom house officer— in direct 
opposition to all the counsel in the case, as reported bjf himself in the text, 
zo John Adams's Works, 399, 3A9. He seems also to attribute to Otis his own 
argument, seven years later, in the case of Tk£ Uktrty, ante, 460^ 461. zo J.>lm 
Adams't Works, 348, 349. 
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seise in the Plantations, as well as in England. 7. & 8 W"*. 3, 
C. 22, § 6, gives the same as 13. & 14. of C. gives in England. 
The Ground of M' Gridlcys ag*. is this, that his Court has 
the Power of the Court of Exchequer. — But This Court has 
renounced the Chancery Jurisdiction, w** the Exchequer has in 
Cases where either Party, is y* Kings Debtor. — Q. into y* Case. 

In Eng. all Informations of uncustcd or prohibited Importa- 
tions, are in y* Exchequer. — So y' y* Custom House officers 
are the officers of y* Court. — under the Eye, and Direction of 
the Barons 

The Writ of Assistance is not returnable. — If such seisure 
were brot before your Honours, youd often fmd a wanton 
Exercise of their Power. 

At home, y* officers, seise at their Peril, even with Probable 
Cause. — 

• 

Oiis. This Writ is against the fundamcntil Principles of 
I^w. — The Priviledge of House. A Man, who is quiet, is 
as secure in his House, as a Prince in his Castle — notwith- 
standing all his Debts, & civil processes of any Kind. — But 

For flagrant Crimes, and in Cases of great public Necessity, 

the Priviledge may be incrohd [incroached?] on. — For 

Felonies an officer may break, upon Proscess, and oath. — i.e. 

I by a Special Warrant to search such an House, sworn to be 

I suspected, and good Grounds of suspicion appearing. 

' Make oath cor':* Ixl. Trea7, or Exchequer, in Eng*? or a 

Magistrate here, and get a Special Warrant, for y* public good, 

to infringe the Priviledge of House. 

Gen*. Warrant to search for Felonies. Hawk. Pleas Crown. 
— every petty officer from the highest to y* lowest, and if some 
of 'em are uncoiii others are uncomni. Gouv* Justices used 
to issue such perpetual Edicts. (Q. with w* particular Refer- 
ence?) 

But one Precedent, and y' in y* Reign of C. 2 when Star 
Chamber Powers, and all Powers but lawful & useful Powers 
\ were pushed to Extremity. — 

The authority of this Moslem Practice of the Court of 
Exchequer. — it has an Imprimatur. — But w* may not have? 
— - It may be owing to some ignorant Gierke of y* Exchequer. 
March Fifteenth 18. 

But all Precedents and this am'g y* Rest arc under y* Con- 
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trol of y* Principles of I^w. Ld. Talbot, better to observe the 
known Principles of Law y* any one Precedent, tho in the 
House of Lords. — 

As to Acts of Parliament, an Act against the Constitution is 
void: an Act against natural Kquity is void: and if an Act of 
Parliament should be made, in the very Words of this Petition, 
it would be Void. The Executive Courts must |)ass such Acts 
into disuse — 8. Rep. 118. from Viner. — Reason of y* Com 
law to control an Act of Parliament. — Iron Manufacture, 
noble Lord's Proposal, y^ we should send our Horses to Eng. 
to be shod. — 

If an officer will justify under a Writ he must return it. 
12*^. Mod. 396. — perpetual Writ. 

Stat C. 2. We have all as good Rt to inform as Custoiu 
House officers — & every Man may have a general, irretumable 
Commission to break Houses. — 

By 12. of C. on oath before L** Treasurer, Darons of Ex- 
chequer, or Chief Magistrate to break with an officer. — m'.** 
C. to issue a Warrant requiring sheriffs &c to assist the officers 
to search for Goods not entrd, or prohibtd; 7 & 8*^ W. U, 
M. gives Officers in Plantations same Powers with officers in 
England. — 

Continuance of Writts and Proscesses, ])rovcs no more nor 
so much as I grant a special Writ of ass. on special oath, for 
sped Purpose. — 

Pew indorsd Warrant to Ware. — Justice Walley searc'd 
House. Law Prov. Bill in Chancery. — this Court conBned 
their Chancery Power to Kdvenue &c. — Quincy's Reports^ 
469-476. \ 

Reprinted by permission or Messrs. Little, Brown 1^ Co. 

3* Gridley's Argument for the Writs from Keith's 
Note-book. 

"M^ GridUy. I appear on the behalf of M^ Cockle and 
others, who pray 'that as they cannot fully exercise their Offices 
in such a manner as his Majesty's Service and their Laws in 
such cases require, unless your Honors who are vested with 
the power of a Court of Exchequer for this Province will please 
to grant them Writs of Assistance. They therefore pray that 
they & their Deputies may be aided in the Execution of their 
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Offices by Writs of Assistance under the Seal of this Court and 
in legal form, & according to the Usage of his Majesty's Court 
of Kxchequer in Great Britain.' 

"May it please your Honors, it is certain it has been the 
practice of the Court of lCxchc(|ucr in luigland, and of this 
Court in this Province, to grant Writs of Assistance to Custom 
House Officers. Such Writs are mentioned in several Acts of 
Tarliament, in several Books of Reports; vH: in a Book called 
the Modern Practice of the Court of IOxche(iuer, Wc have a 
Precedent, a form of a Writ, called a Writ of Assistance for 
Custom house Officers, of which the following a few years past 
to M' Paxton under the Seal of this Court, & tested by the late 
Chief Justice Sewall is a literal Translation." [Here follows 
the writ printed <?////, 404.] 

"The first Question therefore for your Honors to determine 
is, whether this practice of the Court of Kxchequer in England 
(which it is certain, has taken place heretofore, how long or 
short a lime soever it continued) is legal or illegal. And the 
second is, whether the practice of the Exchequer (admitting 
it to be legal) can warrant this Court in the same practice. 

" In answer to the first, I cannot indeed find the Original of 
this Writ of Assistnnce. It may be of very antient, to which 
I am inclined, or it may be of modern date. This however 
is certain, that the Stat, of the I4*^ Char, a".** has established 
this Writ almost in the words of the Writ itself. 'And it shall 
be lawful to & for any person or persons authorised by Writ 
of Assistance under the seal of his Majesty* s Court of Exchequer 
to take a Constable, Headborough, or other public Officer, 
inhabiting near unto the place, & in the day time to enter & 
go into any house. Shop, Cellar, Warehouse, room, or any 
other place, and in case of Resistance^ to break open doors, 
Chests, Trunks & other Package, & there to seize any kind of 
Goods or Merchandize whatever prohibited, and to put the 
same into his Majesty's Warehouse in the Port where Seizure 
is made.' 

"By this act & that of 12 Char. 2^ all the powers in the 
Writ of Assistance mentioned are given, & it is expressly said, 
the persons shall be authorised by Writs of Assistance under 
the seal of the Exchequer. Now the Books in which we 
should expect to find these Writs, & all that relates to them are 
Books of Precedents, & Reports in the Exchequer, which are 
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extremely scarce in this Country; we have one, & but one that 
treats of Exchequer matters, and thnt is called the 'Modem 
practice of the Court of JOxcheciuer,' & in this Book we fmd 
one Writ of Assistance, translated above. Uooks of Reports 
have commonly the Sanction of all the Judges, but books of 
Precedents never have more than that of the Chief Justice. 
Now this Book has the Imprimatur of Wright, who was Chief 
Justice of the King's Iknch, and it was wrote by Brown, whom 
I esteem the best Collector of Precedents; I have Two Vol- 
umes of them by him, which I esteem the best except Kastall 
& Coke. But we have a further proof of the legality of these 
Writs, & of the settled practice at home of allowing them; 
because by the Stat. 6*^ Anne which continues all l^ocesses & 
Writs after the Demise of the Crown, Writs of Assistance are 
continued among the Rest, 

" It being clear therefore that the Court of Exchequer at 
home has a power by I^w of granting these Writs, I think 
there can be but little doubt, whether this Court as a Court 
of Exchequer for this Province has this power. By the Statute 
of the 7*.'' & 8*.»» W. 3^ it is enacted * that all the Officers for 
collecting and managing his Majesty's Revenue, and inspect- 
ing the Plantation Trade in any of the said Plantations, shall 
have the same powers &c. as are provided for the Officers of the 
Revenue in England; also to enter Houses, or Warehouses, to 
search for and seize any such Goods, iV: that the like Assistance 
shall be given to the said Officers as is the Custom in England.'* 

"Now what is the Assistance which the Officers of the 
Revenue are to have here, which is like that they have in Eng- 
land? Writs of Assistance under the Seal of his Majesty's 
Court of Exchequer at home will not run here. They must 
therefore be under the Seal of this Court. For by the law of 
this Province 2 W. 3^Ch. 3 'there shall be a Superior Court 
* &c. over the whole Province &c. who shall have cognizance of 
'all pleas &c. & generally of all other matters, as fully & 
' [amply] to all intents & purposes as the Courts of King's 
'Bench, Common Pleas & Exchequer within his Majesty's 
' Kingdom of England have or ought to have.' 

"It is true the common privileges of Englishmen are taken 
away in this Case, but even their privileges are not so in cases 
of Crime and fine. 'Tis the necessity of the Case and the 
benefit of the Revenue that justifies this Writ. Is not the 
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Revenue the sole support of Fleets & Armies abroad, & Min* 
isters at home? without which the Nation could neither be 
preserved from the Invasions of her foes, nor the Tumults of 
her own Subjects. Is not this I say infinitely more important, 
than the imprisonment of 'Ihieves, or even Murderers? yet in 
these Cases 'tis agreed Mouses may be broken open. 

" In fine the power now under consideration is the same 
with that given by the I^iw of this Province to Treasurers 
towards Collectors & to them towards the subject. A Col- 
lector may when he pleases distrain my goods and Chattels, 
and in want of them arrest my person, and throw me instantly 
into Gaol. What! shall my property be wrested from me! — 
shall my Liberty be destroyed by a Collector, for a debt, unad- 
judged, without the common Indulgence and Lenity of the 
law? So it is established, and the necessity of having public 
taxes effectually and speedily collected is of infinitely greater 
moment to the whole, than the Liberty of any IndividuaL" — 
Qmiicy'^ Reports^ 479-481. 

Kcprintcd by jKriiiission of Messrs. Litllc, Drown & Co. 

4* Tudor's Description of the Occasion — Chapter V. 

Immediately after the conquest of Canada was completed, 
rumors were widely circulated, that a different system would 
be pursued, that the charters would be taken away, and the 
colonies reduced to royal governments. The offices [officers] 
of the customs began at once to enforce with strictness, all the 
acts of parliament regulating the trade of the colonies, several 
of which had been suspended, or become obsolete, and thus 
had never been executed at all. The good will of the colo- 
nists or their legislatures, was no longer wanted in the prose- 
cution of the war; and the commissioners of the customs were 
permitted and directed to enforce tlie obnoxious acts. Gov- 
ernor Bernard, who was always a supporter of the royal preroga- 
tive, entered fully into these views, and shewed by his opinion, 
his appointments and his confidential advisers, that his object 
would be, to extend the power of the government to any limits, 
which the ministry might authorize. 

The first demonstration of the new course intended to be 
pursued, was the arrival of an order in Council to carry into 
effect the Acts of trade, and to apply to the supreme judicature 
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of the Province, for lyriis of Assistance^ to be granted to the 
officers of the customs. In a case of this importance there 
can be no doubt, that Mr. Paxton, who was at the head of the 
customs in Boston, consulted with the Government and all the 
crown officers, as to the. best course to be taken. 1 he result 
was, that he directed his deputy at Salem, Mr. Cockle, in 
November 1760, to petition the Superior Court, then sitting 
in that town, for "writs of assistance." Stephen Sewall who 
was the Chief Justice, expressed great doubt of the legality of 
such a writ, and of the authority of the Court to grant it. 
None of the other judges said a word in favour of it; but as 
the application was on the part of the Crown, it could not be 
dismissed without a hearing, which after consultation was fixed 
for the next term of the Court, to be held in Febniar)', 1761, 
at Boston, when the question was ordered to ht argued. In 
the inten-al. Chief Justice Sewall died, and I .ieutenant Gov- 
ernor Hutchinson was made his successor, thereby uniting in 
his person, the office of Lieutenant Governor with the emolu- 
ments of the commander of the castle, a member of the Coun- 
cil, Judge of I'robate and Chief Justice of the Supreme Court I 
This appointment was unexpected and alarming to all reflect- 
ing minds, because it was evident that this important place 
could not have been given to a man who already held so many 
offices, some of which were quite incompatible with the place 
of Chief Justice, unless seconding the designs of government 
in all cases, was to be the excuse and the return for such 
extraordinary favours. 

There were some circumstances of a personal kind connected 
with this appointment, that formed the ground work for very 
malicious and absurd misrepresentation. It was generally 
believed, that the place of Chief Justice, whenever it should 
become vacant, had been promised by Governor Shirley to 
James Otis's father, and that revenge for the disappointment 
was the cause of all his subsequent opposition. The language 
that was imputed to him by common report on this occasion, 
and which has been transmitted down, was according to one 
version, "that he would set the province in flames, though he 
perished in the fire " or according to another, in part of a 
well known line, Acheronta mavebo: though neither of these 
speeches was ever authenticated. I1iat Otis should have per- 
ceived, as clearly as any man, the impropriety and the danger 
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of giving so many incongruous offices to one individual; that 
he would readily infer that the nomination could not have 
been made except from sinister views; that he should have felt 
disgust and indignation at the rapacity which could seek for 
such a monopoly of offices; that his <quick and generous feel- 
ings should be roused at what he might consider an injury to 
a parent, is natural; but that his public career should have 
been forever guided by this transient emotion, is preposterous 
and impossible. It supposes a degree of dishonesty incon- 
sistent with the powerful talents, which even his bitterest 
enemies acknowledged. If he had not been governed by 
principle, and taken the side which duty dictated, he was act- 
ing a part in sheer folly; for his talents, which led all the 
measures of opposition for a series of years, would have been 
retained on the opposite side at any price, and if his purpose 
had been only to revenge his father's cause, the certain mode 
of doing so, would have been to take part with the govern- 
ment. The motives of human conduct are seldom unmixed, 
and even the best men may, through the infirmities of nature, 
have some alloy with their noblest intentions. But there is 
no surer mark of a base and envious mind, than the belief, 
that narrow, sordid views, can be the exclusive means of giving 
to eminent men a lasting impulse in the career of public life.* 
The mercantile part of the community was in a state of great 
anxiety, as to the result of this question. The officers of the 
Customs called upon Otis for his official assistance, as Advo- 
cate General, to argue their cause. But, as he believed these 
writs to be illegal and tyrannical, he refused. He would not 
prostitute his office to the support of an oppressive act; and 
with true delicacy and dignity, being unwilling to* retain a 
station, in which he might be expected or called upon to argue 
in support of such odious measures, he resigned it, though the 



* In writing upon this topic. Mr. Adams remarks : " It is provokine, and it 
is astonishing, and it is humiliating, to see how calumny sticks and Is trans- 
mitted from age to age. Mr. is one of the last men that I should have 

expected to have swallowed that execrable lie, that Otis had no patriotism. 
The father was refused an office worth laoo /. old tenor, or About xao /. Ster- 
ling, and the refusal was no loss, for his practice ^t the bar was worth much 
more ; for Colonel Otis was a lawyer in profitable practice, and his seat in the 
legislature gave him more power and more honour; ior this refusal, the son 
resigned an ofRcc which he held from the Crown, worth twice that sum. The 
son must have been a most dutiful and affectionate child to the &ther; or rather 
most enthusiastically and frensically affectionate.** 
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situation was very lucrative, and if filled by an incumbent with 
a compliant spirit, led to the highest favours of government. 

The merchants of Salem and Boston, applied to Mr. Pratt 
to undertake their cause, who was also solicited to engage on 
the other side; but he (Icclined taking any part, being about 
to leave iioston for New York, of which province he had been 
api>ointed Chief Justice. They also applied to Otis and 
Thacher, who engaged to niake their defence, and probably 
both of them without fees, though very great ones were offered. 
The language of Otis was, " in such a cause, I despise all fees." 

Mr. I'hacher, the colleague of Mr. Otis in this great cause, 
was at that time one of the heads of the bar in lk)ston, was a 
fme scholar, and possessed of much general learning. He 
received his degree at Cambridge in 1738; he first studied 
divinity, and began to follow a profession which had l)een that 
of his ancestors for several generations, but his voice being 
too weak for the pulpit, he gave it up to study law. His family 
was one of the most respectable in the Province, and his own 
character and manners were such, as to secure affection and 
esteem. Unassuming and affable in his deportment, of strict 
morality, punctual in his religious duties, and with sectcirian 
attachments that made him, like a large majority of the people, 
look with jealousy and enmity on the mc<litated encroachments 
of the English hierarchy, he was in all these respects fitted 
to be popular. To these qualities he joined the most pure 
and ardent patriotism, and a quick preception [perception] 
of the views of those in power. He had l)ecn for a long time 
watchful of Hutchinson's ambition, but when he heard of his 
taking the place of Chief Justice, he no longer restrained his 
feelings, but on all occasions spoke of him with the contempt 
and indignation, that his selfishness and sinister conduct 
deserved. The opposition of 'ITiacher gave the government 
great uneasiness: his disposition and habits secured public 
confidence, and while his moderation preserved him from the 
imputation of ambition, his learning and ability gave weight 
to his opinions, and prevented him from being considered as 
under the influence of others. Such a man might be esteemed 
an impartial umpire between the government and the people, 
and his example had naturally great weight with them. 'Hiere 
was no pretext for assigning any unworthy motive for the part 
he took; and he was therefore the more to be dreaded. Mr. 
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Adams says, ''they hated him worse than they did James Otis 
or Samuel Adams, and they feared him more, because they 
had no revenge for a father's disappointment of a seat on the 
Superior bench to impute to him, as they did to Otis." 

He published some essays on the subject of an alteration 
proposed by Hutchinson relative to the value of gold and 
silver; in which controversy, as will be noticed hereafter, Otis 
took part on the same side, lliacher also wrote a pamphlet 
against the policy of the Navigation Act, and the Acts of 
Trade. This pamphlet is entitled "The Sentiments of a JJril- 
ish American** printed in 1764. It is temperate, though 
earnest, and well written, the hardship and impolicy of these 
measures is very ably illustrated — His motto is a fable of 
Phccdrus, of which the close is a key to his sentiments — 

F.rgo f|ui(! rcfcrt mca 
Cui Rcrviaiu? clitellas dum p«^rtcm mcas. 

He died of a pulmonary complaint, aggravated by his exces- 
sive anxiety respecting public affairs 'n 1765, after having been 
two years in the legislature from the town of lk>ston.* 

The trial took place in the Council Chamber of the Old 
Town House, in IJoston. This room was situated at the. east 
end of that building, and like all the interior parts, has since 
undergone various alterations. At that time it was an impos- 
ing and elegant apartment, ornamented with two splendid full 
length |K)rtraits of Charles H. and James H. The Judges, in 
those days, in conformity to European practice, attached a 
part of tiieir oDicial dignity to a peculiar costume, which in 
later times they have here discarded. Their dress was com- 
posed of voluminous wigs, broad bands, and robes of scarlet 

" ♦ " Not long before his death," says President Adnn»s, " he sent for me, to 
commit to mv care some of his business at the bar. 1 aslced him whether he 
had seep the Virginia resolves : '* Oh yes — thc^ are men I they are noble spirits I 
It kills me. to thmk of the lethargy and stupidity that prevails here. 1 long to l>e 
out. I will go out — I will go out— I will go into Court and make a speech, 
which shall be read after my death, as my dving testimony against this infernal 
tyranny, which they are bringing upon us. Seeing the violent agitation into 
which it threw him. I changed the subject at soon as possible, and retired. He 
had been confined for some time. Had he l)ecn abroad among the people, be 
could not have complained so pathetically of the " lethargy and stupidity.*' for 
town and country were all alive; and in August, became active enougri. and 
some of the people proceeded to unwarrantable excesses, which were more 
lamented by the patriots, than l^ their enemies. Mr. Thacher soon died, 
deeply lamented by all the friends of their country.'* 
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cloth. The judges were five in number, including Lieutenant 
Governor Hutchinson, who presided as Chief Justice. The 
room was filled with all the officers of government, and the 
principal citizens, to hear tlie arguments in a cause, tliat 
inspired the deepest solicitude. 

The case was oi)ened by Mr. (iridlcy, who argued it with 
much learning, ingenuity and dignity, urging every (Kint and 
authority, that could be found after the most diligent search, 
in favour of the Custom house i>etition; making all his reason- 
ing depend on this consideration — " if the parliament of Cireat 
Britain is the sovereign legislator of the British Empire."* 
He was followed by Mr. Thachcr on the opposite side, 
whose reasoning was ingenious and able, delivered in a tone 
of great mildness and moderation. "But," in the language 
of President A(lams, ''Otis was a flame of fire; with a prompti- 
tude of classical allusions, a depth of research, a rapid 
summary of historical events and dates, a profusion of legal 
authorities, a prophetic glance of his eyes into futurity, and 
a rapid torrent of impetuous eloquence, he hurried away all 
before him. American Independence was then and there 
born. The seeds of patriots and heroes, to defend the Noh 
sine Diis animosus in/atis ; to defend the vigorous youth, were 
then and there sown. Every man of an immense crowded 
audience appeared to me to go away as I did, ready to take 
arms against Writs of Assistance. Then and there, was the 
first scene of the first act of opposition, to the arbitrary claims 
of Great Britain. Then and there, the child Independence 
was born. In fifteen years, i.e. in 17 761 he grew up to man- 
hood and declared himself free." 

''There were no stenographers in those days," to give a 
complete report of this momentous harangue. How gladly 

* This summanr account of Mr. Gridlcy's argument is from President 
Adams's letters. In Minot's Nisiory, Vol. a, p. 87. A short statement of bis 
argument is given, which tends to shew that this writ was founded on statutes 
of the xath and X4th of Charles 1 1. ; and the authority of tlie Supreme Court in 
this Province to grant it, was to be derived from the statute of the 7th and Sth 
of William HI., which gave officers of the revenue in this country the same 
powers ai officers in England — And that in the execution of their duty they 
should receive the likt assistance. The obvious meaning of this seems to be, 
that/in officer in case of necessity should have a right to call for the same sup^ 
port from those about him in pursuance of his duty. It seems a most st[r]alD€d 
and preposterous inference, to make the general term. Wk« 4usisi4utc€t mcui a 
special and odious process called a wrii 0/ mssistamce, invented in tbt wont 
tunes of the Stuart tyranny. 
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would be exchanged for it, a few hundred verbose speeches 
on sonic of the miserablci transient topics of the day, that are 
circulated in worthless profusion. Yet on this occasion, "the 
seeds were sown," and though some of them doubtless fell by 
the wayside or on stony places, others fell on good ground, 
and sprang up and increased and brought forth in due season, 
thirty, sixty and an hundred fold. Of the vigour of some of 
the soil that received this seed, the preceding cjuotation is a 
living and most clo(|ucnl proof. It indeed affords some com- 
l>cnsation for the absence of contemporary records, and the 
subsequent neglect of this great leading transaction, that one 
of the hearers, after the lapse of sixty years, with all the 
authority which venerable age and illustrious services can con- 
fer,' should have called the attention of his countrymen to the 
subject; and by a rare and felicitous force of memory, carrying 
back their regards over the course of two generations, have 
exhibited with a magical effect through the obscurity of time, 
an impressive and brilliant sketch, of one of the first struggles 
that led to their national existence. 

5. Otis's Speech as printed in Tudor's *'Otis" — 
Chapter VI. 

Anxiety and expectation were raised to the utmost in the 
minds of all parties, to hear the argument of Otis, which he 
began in the following manner.* 
"may it please your honours, 

" I was desired by one of the Court to look into the books, 
and consider the question now before them concerning the 
Writs of Assisuncc. I have accordingly considered it, and 
now appear not only in obedience to your order, but likewise 
in behalf of the inhabitants of this town, who have presented 
another petition, and out of regard to the liberties of the sub- 
ject. And I take this opportunity to declare, that whether 
under a fee or not, (for in such a cause as this I despise a 
fee,) I will to my dying day oppose with all the powers and 
faculties God has given me, all such instruments of slavery 

* l*he frafimenif of thb speech arc taken from Minot'i HUiory, Vol. a. It 
leems from tno letters of President Adams, that they were derived from some 
imperfect notes, taken by him at the time, which were afterwards carried off bv 
some individual, who " fnterpolated them, with some bombastic expressions of 
his own,** and printed tbem in a newspaper. 
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on the one hand, and villany on the other, as this writ of 
assistance is. 

** It appears to mc the worst instrument of arbitrary power, 
the most destructive of English liberty and the fundamental 
principles of law, that ever was found in an Knglish lawbook. 
1 must therefore beg your honours* patience and attention to 
the whole range of an argument, tliat may |>crhaps ap|>ear 
imcommon in many things, as well as to |M)ints of learning 
that arc more remote and unu^iual : that the whole tendency 
of my design may the more easily be perceived, the conclu- 
sions better descend, and the force of them be better felt. I 
shall not think much of my |)ains in this cause, as I engaged 
in it from principle. I was solicited to argue this cause as 
Advocate General; and because I would not, I have been 
charged with desertion from my office. To this charge I. can 
give a very sufficient answer. I renounced that office, and I 
argue this cause from the same principle; and I argue it with 
the greater pleasure, as it is in favour of British liberty, at a 
time when we hear the greatest monarch upon earth declaring 
from his throne, that he glories in the name of Driton, and 
that the privileges of his people are dearer to him than the 
most valuable prerogatives of his crown; and it is in opposi- 
tion to a kind of power, the exercise of which in former 
periods of English history, cost one King of England his head, 
and another his throne. I have taken more pains in this 
cause, than I ever will take again, although my engaging in 
this and another popular cause has raised much resentment 
But I think I can sincerely declare, that I cheerfully submit 
myself to every odious name for conscience sake : and from 
my soul I despise all those, whose guilt, malice, or folly has 
made them my foes. Let the consequences be what they will, 
I am determined to proceed. The only principles of public 
conduct, that are worthy of a gentleman or a man, are to sac- 
rifice estate, ease, health, and applause, and even life, to the 
sacred calls of his country. 

''These manlv sentiments, in private life, make the good 
citizen; in public life, the i)atriot and the hero. I do not 
say, that when brought to the test, 1 shall be invincible. I 
pray God I may never be brought to the melancholy trial, but 
if ever I should, it will be then known how far I can reduce 
ta^ractice, principles, which I know to be founded in 
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truth. In the mean time I will proceed to the subject of 
this writ." 

It appears that some of these writs had been issued, though 
by what authority is not stated; and the officers of the revenue 
were afraid to make use of them, unless they could obtain the 
sanction of the superior court, which had led to the applica- 
tion. It is impossible to devise a more outrageous and unlim- 
ited instrument of tyranny, than this proposed writ:* and it 
cannot be wondered at, that such an alarm should have been 
created, when it is considered to what enormous abuses such 
a process might have led. The following paragraph from the 
report of Otis* speech before quoted, will serve to shew what 
kind of instrument was here prayed for, and some results that 
might have been expected from it. 

"Your Honours will find in the old books concerning the 
office of a Justice of the Peace, precedents of general warrants 
to search suspected houses. But in more modern books, you 
will find only special warrants to search such and such houses, 
si)ecially named, in which the complainant has before sworn 
that he suspects his goods are concealed; and will find it 
adjudged, that special warrants only, are legal. In the same 
manner I rely on it, that the writ prayed for in this petition, 
being general, is illegal. It is a power, that places the liberty 
^ of every man in the hands of every petty officer. I say I 
admit that special writs of assistance, to search special places, 
may be granted to certain persons on oath; but I deny that 
the writ now prayed for can be granted, for I beg leave to 
make some observations on the writ itself, before I proceed 
to other acts of Parliament. In the first place, the writ is 
universal, being directed 'to all and singular Justices, Sheriffs, 
Constables, and all other officers and subjects; ' so that, in 
short, it is directed to every subject in the King's dominions. 
Every one with this writ may be a tyrant in a legal manner, 
also may control, imprison, or murder any one within the 
realm. In the next place, it is perpetual, there is no return. 
A man is accountable to no person for his doings. Every man 

* ** The form of this writ, ynzs no \ihcrc to be found ; in no statute, no law 
book, no volume of entries ; neither in Rastall. Coke, or Kitzhcrbert, nor even 
in the Instructor Clericalis, or Bums justice. Where then was it to be found ? 
No where, but in the imagination or invention, of Boston Custom House 
Officers, Royal Governors. West India Planters, or Naval Commaifden.'' 
— President Adams's Letters. /' 
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may reign secure in his petty tyranny, and spread terror and 
desolation around him, until the trump of the archangel shall 
excite different emotions in his soul. In the third place, a 
person with this writ, in the day time, may enter all houses, 
shops, &c. at will, and command all to assist him. Fourthly, 
by this writ, not only deputies, &c. but even their menial 
scr\'ants, arc allowed to lord it over us. What is this but to 
have the curse of Canaan with a witness on us; to be the ser- 
vant of servants, the most despicable of God's creation? Now 
one of the most essential branches of ICnglish liberty is the 
freedom of one's house. A man*s house is his castle; and 
whilst he is quiet, he is as well guarded as a prince in his 
castle. This writ, if it should be declared legal, would totally 
annihilate this privilege. Custom-house officers may enter 
our houses when they please; we are commanded to permit 
their entry, llieir menial servants may enter, may break 
locks, bars, and every thing in their way: and whether they 
break through malice or revenge, no man, no court, can 
inquire. Bare suspicion without oath is sufficient, lliis 
wanton exercise of this power is not a chimerical suggestion 
of a heated brain. I will mention some facts. Mr. Pew had 
one of these writs, and when Mr. Ware succeeded him, he 
endorsed this writ over to Mr. Ware: so that, these writs are 
negotiable from one officer to another; and so your Honours 
have no opportunity of judging the persons to whom this vast 
|K)wer is delegated. Another instance is this: Mr. Justice 
Walley had called this same Mr. Ware before him, by a con- 
stable, to answer for a breach of the sabbath-day acts, or that 
of profane swearing. As soon as he had finished, Mr. Ware 
asked him if he had done. He replied. Yes. Well then, 
said Mr. Ware, I will shew you a little of my power. I com- 
mand you to permit me to search your house for uncustomed 
goods; and went on to search the house from the garret to 
the cellar; and then served the constable in the same manner! 
But to shew another absurdity in this writ, if it should be 
established, I insist upon it every person by the 14th Charles 
second, has this power as well as the Custom* House officers. 
The words are, *' it shall be lawful for any person or persons 
authorized, &c." '* What a scene does this open I Every man 
prompted by revenge, ill humour, or wantonness to inspect 
the inside of his neighbour's house, may get a writ of assist- 
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\. ance. Others will ask it from self-defence; one arbitrary 

1' exertion will provoke another, until society be involved in 

I tumult and in blood." 

r His argument in this cause lasted between four and five 

\ hours, and the summary of it can be best, and can now be 

* only given, in the words of President Adams, who divides it 

j; into five parts as follows: i. "He began with an exordium, 

j containing an apology for his resignation of the office of 

I ' advocate general in the court of admiralty; and for his appear- 

I ance in that cause in opposition to the crown, and in favour 

fi of the town of Boston, and the merchants of Boston and Salem. 

f 2. *' A dissertation on the rights of man in a state of nature. 

\ He asserted, that every man, merely natural, was an indepen- 

^ dent sovereign, subject to no law, but the law written on his 

\ heart, and revealed to him by his Maker, in the constitution 

of his nature, and the inspiration of his understanding and his 

! conscience. His right to his life, his liberty, no created 

\ being could rightfully contest. Nor was his right to his prop- 

' crty less inconteslible. ITie club that he had snapped from 

i a tree, for a staff or for defence, was his own. His bow and 

arrow were his own; if by a pebble he had killed a partridge 

'; or a squirrel, it was his own. No creature, man or beast, had 

^ a right to take it from him. If he had taken an eel, or a 

\ smelt, or a sculpin, it was his property. In short, he sported 

upon this topic with as much wit and humour, and at the same 

time with so much indisputable truth and reason, that he was 

f ; not less entertaining than instructive. He asserted, that these 

.' rights were inherent and inalienable. That they never could 

i| be surrendered or alienated, but by ideots or madmen, and 

!, all the acts of ideots [idiots] and lunatics were void, and not 

obligatory, by all the laws of God and man. Nor were the 

poor negroes forgotten. Not a Quaker in Philadelphia, or 

Mr. Jefferson of Virginia, ever asserted the rights of negroes 

I in stronger terms. Young as I was, and ignorant as I was, I 

shuddered at the doctrine he taught; and I have all my 

j! life shuddered, and still shudder, at the consequences that 

|; mav be drawn from such premises. Shall we say, that the 

i ; rights of masters and servants clash, and can be decided only 

by force. I adore the ideal of gradual abolitions! but who 

! shall decide how fast or how slowly these abolitions shall be 

! m^e? 
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3. ''From individual independence he proceeded to asso- 
ciation. If it was inconsistent with the dignity of human 
nature to say, that men were gregarious animals, like wild 
geese, it surely could offend no delicacy to say, they were 
social animals by nature; that there were natural sympathies, 
and above all, the sweet attraction of the sexes, which must 
soon draw them together in little groups, and by degrees in 
larger con<;regations, for mutual assistance and defence. And 
this must have hap|)cned before any formal covenant, by 
express words or signs, was concluded. When general coun- 
cils and deliberations commenced, the objects could be no 
other than the mutual defence and security of every individual 
for his life, his liberty, and his property. To suppose them to 
have surrendered these in any other way, than by equal rules and 
general consent, was to supp6se them ideots [idiots] or mad- 
men, whose acts were never binding. To suppose theiy sur- 
prised by fraud, or compelled by force into any other compact, 
such fraud and such force could confer no obligation. Every 
man had a right to trample it under foot whenever he pleased. 
In short, he asserted these rights to be derived only from 
nature, and the author of nature; that they were inherent, 
inalienable, and indefeasible by any laws, pacts, contracts, 
covenants, or stipulations, which man could devise. 

4. "These principles and these rights were wrought into 
the English constitution, as fundamental laws. And under 
this head he went back to the old Saxon laws, and to Magna 
Charta, and the fifty confirmations of it in parliament, and 
the executions ordained against the violators of it, and the, 
national vengeance which had been taken on them from time 
to time, down to the Jameses and Charleses; and to the peti- 
tion of rights and the bill of rights, and the revolution. He 
asserted, that the security of these rights to life, liberty and 
property, had been the object of all those struggles against* 
arbitrary power, temporal and spiritual, civil and political, 
military and ecclesiastical, in every age. He asserted, that 
our ancestors, as British subjects, and we, their descendants, 
as British subjects, were entitled to all those rights, by the 
British constitution, as well as by the law of nature, and our 
provincial charter, as much as any inhabitant of London pr 
Bristol, or any part of England; and were not to be cheated 
out of them by any phantom of ^ virtual representation/' <m: any 
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Other fiction of law or politics, or any monkish trick of deceit 
and hypocrisy. 

5. ''lie then examined the acts of trade, one by one, and 
demonstrated, that if they were considered as revenue laws, 
they destroyed all our security of property, liberty, and life, 
every right of nature, and the English constitution, and the 
charter of the province. Here he considered the distinction 
between ''external and internal taxes," at that time a popular 
and common place distinction. But he asserted that there 
was no such distinction in theory, or upon any principle but 
"necessity." The necessity that the commerce of the empire 
should be under one direction, was obvious. The Americans 
had been so sensible of this necessity, that they had connived 
at the distinction between external and internal taxes, and had 
submitted to the acts of trade as regulations of commerce, but 
never as taxations, or revenue laws. Nor had the British gov- 
ernment, till now, ever dared to attempt to enforce them as 
taxations or revenue laws. They had laid dormant in that 
character for a century almost. The navigation act he allowed 
to be binding upon us, because we had consented to it by our 
own legislature. Here he gave a history of the navigation act 
of the first of Charles H., a plagiarism from Oliver Cromwell. 
This act had lain dormant for fifteen years. In 1675, ^^^^^ 
repeated letters and orders from the King, governor I^verett 
very candidly informs his majesty, that the law had not been 
executed, because it was thought unconstitutional; parliament 
not having authority over us.** 

Taking a rapid survey of the terrors and vexations the colo- 
nists were exposed to under the reign of Charles I. and their 
tranquillity under the Commonwealth, he came to the first fruits 
which they tasted of the restoration, to the celebrated Naviga- 
tion Act; and he dwelt upon this as the first in order, among 
those acts which were now to be enforced by the Writs of 
Assistance. The main provisions of this act may be comprised 
in a very few words; nothing should be imported into any of 
the English ix>ssessions in Asia, Africa or America, excepting 
in vessels belonging to the people of England, Ireland, Wales 
or the Town of Berwick upon Tweed, and besides being truly 
built and owned in said possessions, the master and three 
fourths of the sailors must be English; and no goods of foreign 
production should be brought even in English shipping, except 
from the countries that produced them. 
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He expatiated on the narrow exclusive spirit of this statute; 
but he would not deny either its policy or necessity, at the 
time of its enactment, because England was then surrounded 
by the power of France, Spain, and Holland; nor would he 
blame the conduct of Oovcrnor Ixivcrett, and the Massachusetts 
legislature in adopting it in 1675, after it had laid dormant 
for fifteen years. It was a sacrifice they were obliged to make; 
but he contended, that the sacrifice was a very great one on 
the ]Kirt of the colonies in general, and of New England in 
particular, and above all to the town of ]k>ston. He thought 
this statute ought to have l>een sufficient to satisfy the ambition 
and cupidity of the mother country, who l)oasted so much of 
her indulgence and affection for her colonics. 

'ITic navigation act, however, was wholly prohibitor)*, it 
abounded with penalties and forfeitures, but it im|)osed no 
taxes. The distinction therefore was vastly great l)ctween this 
and the Acts of 'iVade. Though no revenue was to l>e derived 
from this act, still it was intended to be enforced by these 
Writs, and houses were to be broken oi^n and ransacked under 
their authority to enforce it. The Writs of Assistance were 
thus extended in a manner, which had never been contem- 
plated. He discussed most amply, all the effects, which the 
acts of navigation produced upon the colonies. 

There are, it may be here obsen-ed, few statutes enacted by 
any nation, that have been more important, or excited more 
discussion, than the English navigation act. While the 
restrictive and monopolizing system was thought to be sound 
political wisdom, this act as forming an essential part of it, 
might be considered a masterpiece of policy; but in propor- 
tion, as wiser notions of national policy make their way into 
the councils of all civilized countries, and gradually eradicate 
the false and narrow principles of less enlightened periods, 
this act, which has been often relaxed in its operation, will 
probably so far as foreign trade is concerned, give way to the 
extension of liberal views in commerce; which all free and 
industrious nations find every day to be more and more pro- 
ductive of advantage to themselves, as well as to the world at 
large. Commerce is now gradually enlarging the prosperity 
and the rights of mankind; and wise statesmen begin to 
believe more fully, that the general prosperity increases indi- 
vi4ual advantage; and that tuitions gain not by depressing, 
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but by a free intercourse with each other. This act did not 
meet with universal approbation at first, and in the language 
of Sir Josiah Child ''some wise and honest gentlemen and 
merchants doubted, whether the inconveniences it has brought 
with it, be not greater than the conveniences." It is a curious 
circumstance, that this act which has been cherished with so 
much bigotry in England, and which indicted so much injury 
and oppression on the Colonies, and especially on Massachu- 
setts, should have originated from one of her own progeny, for 
such was its author, Sir George Downing, of whom President 
Adams speaks in the following manner. • 

''But it is high time for me to return from this ramble to 
Mr. Otis' quotations from Sir Josiah Child, whose chapter 
four, page 105, is 'concerning the act of navigation.' Prob- 
ably this knight was one of the most active and able inflamers 
of the national pride in their navy and their commerce, and 
one of the principal promoters of that enthusiasm for the act 
of navigation, which has prevailed to this day. For this work 
was written about the year 1677, near the period, when the 
court of Charles II. began to urge and insist on the strict exe- 
cution of the act of navigation. Such pride in that statute, 
did not become Charles, his court, or his nation of royalists 
and loyalists, at that time. For shall I blush, or shall I boast, 
when I remember, that this act was not the invention of a 
Briton, but of an American. George Downing, a native of New 
England, educated at Harvard College, whose name, office, 
and title appear in their catalogue, went to England in the 
time of lord Clarendon's civil wars, and became such a favour- 
ite of Cromwell and the ruling powers, that he was sent ambas- 
sador to Holland. He was not only not received, but ill 
treated, which he resented on his return to England, by pro- 
posing an act of navigation, which was adopted, and has ruined 
Holland, and would have ruined America, if she had not 
resisted. 

"To borrow the language of the great Dr. Johnson, this 
'Dog' Downing must have had a head and brains, or in other 
words, genius and address: but if we may believe history, he 
was a scoundrel. To ingratiate himself with Charles II. he 
probably not only pleaded his merit in inventing the naviga- 
tion act, but he betrayed to the block some of his old repi^blican 
and revolutionary friends. \ 
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''But where is £>owning's statute? British policy has sup* 
pressed all the laws of England, from 1648 to 1660. The 
statute book contains not one line. Such are records and such 
is history." 

From the navigation act the advocate passed to the Acts of 
Trade, and these, he contended, imposed taxes, enormous, 
burthensome, intolerable taxes; and on this topic he gave full 
scope to his talent for powerful declamation and invective, 
against the tyranny of taxation without representation. From 
the energy with which he urged this position, that taxation 
without representation is tyranny, it came to be a common 
maxim in the mouth of every one. And with him it formed 
the basis of all his speeches and i)olitical writings; he builds 
all his opposition to arbitrar)* measures from this foundation, 
and perpetually recurs to it through his whole career, as the 
great constitutional theme of liberty, and as the fundamental 
principle of all opposition to arbitrar)* ]X)wer. 

The first of these acts of trade on which he commented was 
the 15th of Charles II. ch. 7. in 1663, entitled ''An act for 
the encouragement of trade *' one short section from this act 
may be given as a type of them all, shewing in the most undis* 
guised manner, the remorseless spirit of colonial monopoly. 
"Sec. S- And in regard his majesty's plantations beyond the 
seas are inhabited and peopled by his subjects of this his king- 
dom of England, for the maintaining a greater correspondence 
and kindness between them, and keeping them yet more 
beneficial and advantageous unto it, in the further employ- 
ment and increase of English shipping and seamen, vent of 
English woollen and other manufactures and commodities, 
rendering the navigation to and from the same, more cheap 
and safe, and making this kingdom a staple, not only of the 
commodities of these plantations, but also of the commodities 
of other countries and places, for the supplying of them; and 
it being the usage of other nations to keep their plantations' 
trade to themselves." — The statute then goes on to enact that 
nothing shall be imported or exported from the Colonies, 
except from or to " England, Wales, or the Town of Berwick 
upon Tweed." It may be imagined from the ardent character 
of the speaker, what must have been the tone of his observa'* 
tions on these ordinances. Mr. Adams lays, that ^ some of 
^ -^m appeared to me at the time, young as I was, bitter/* 
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The main question constantly recurred, where is the authority 
for the writs of assistance? After all the search that had been 
made by all the members of the bar who liad been employed 
on either side, the only instance where the words could be 
found, was in a statute of the 13th and 14th of Charles the 
second, which was cited by Mr. Gridloy, and which Otis denied 
to be either authority or precedent, or to have the least colour 
of either, in America. The statute was entitled, "An act to 
prevent frauds, and regulating abuses in his majesty's cus- 
toms"; and in the fifth section, which had reference to pro- 
hibited or uncustomed goods being found on board of vessels 
after clearance, or in any place on shore, it is provided for 
the seizure of those goods, that, " it shall be lawful to or for, 
any person or persons, authorized by writ of assistance under 
the seal of his majest/s Court of Exchequer^ to take a con- 
stable, headborough, or other public oflficcr, inhabiting near 
unto the place, and in the day time to enter, and go into any 
house, shop, cellar, warehouse, or room, or other place ; and 
in case of resistance, to break open doors, chests, trunks, and 
other package, there to seize and from thence bring, any kind 
of goods or merchandize whatsoever prohibited and uncus- 
tomed, and to put and secure the same, in his majesty's store- 
house in the port next to the place where such seizure shall be 
made." Another act was cited in connection wilh this, that 
was passed in the seventh and eighth of William the third, 
chap. 23d. "to regulate the plantation trade." — This statute 
expressly recited the act before mentioned of Charles II. 
which it went to inforce, and that "like assistance " should be 
given to the officers as in the act of Charles — the word assist- 
ance here occurs for the second, and last time, in any statute. 

But in the former of these acts, and in the latter, if the 
construction can be allowed to authorize a writ of assistaiice, 
these writs were to be issued under the seal of the Court of 
Exchequer, and were returnable to it. Otis, after alludingXo 
both these acts, asked with triumphant confidence, " where is 
your seal of his majesty's Court of Exchequer, and, what hAS 
the Court of Exchequer to do here?" They had no warrant 
from the Exchequer in England, and could not assume to hjve 
any. It could not be pretended that the Superior Court of 
Judicature, court of assize and general goal [gaol] delivery in^ 
the Massachusetts Bay, had all the powers of the Court of ,r , 
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chequer in England and could issue warrants like that Coutt. 

No custom house officer dared say it, or instruct his counsel 

to say it. 'lliis Court, it is true, was invested with all the 

))ower of the Court of King's bench, common pleas and 

exchequer in England; but this power was given by a law of 

the provincial legislature, by virtue of the powers vested in it 

by the charter. Vet neither Hutchinson nor the other judgesy j 

dared say that this Court was his majesty's court of exchequer, J 

because the principle would have been fatal to parliamentary 

pretensions. ; 

Otis went still further than to deny the jurisdiction of the 
court of exchequer; its warrants and writs were never seen ; 

here, or if they were, would be only waste pa])er. Such a ^ 

"writ of assistance" he said, might become the reign of i 

Charles the second of England, and he would not dispute the / 

taste of the parliament of England in passing such an act, nor * 

the people of England in submitting to it; but it was not cal- ' 

culated for the meiidian of this countr)*. He insisted further, 
that these warrants and writs were even in England incon- 
sistent with the fundamental laws, the natural and constitu- 
tional rights of the subjects. H, however, it would please the 
people of England, he might admit that they were legal there, *. 

but not here. '; 

The case of the i)etilioncrs was attempted to be made out, ' 

by a series of inferences and forced constructions of the most •] 

sophistical kind; whenever they could find the word "writ" 
or "continued" or "assistance" or the words "court of ,' 

exchequer," they produced the statute, though it might be in / 

express terms, "restricted to the realm." ITiere were several .i, 

acts of this kind ^^nssed under the Stuart kings, which were ' .' 

brought forward. Among these were, "an act for the regula- 
tion of the trade of Day making, in the Dutch Hall in Col- , 
Chester" — and an "act for the regulating the making of 
Kidderminster stuffs." There seems to have been no other -; 
reason for citing these statutes than their having contained 
permission " to enter, search, break open houses, shops, cellars, 
rooms, casks, boxes," &c. d:c. and to seize and carry away '* 
"certain,_.QbnoxiQUs articles." These odious and violent ] 
j^fSactments, which have at all times perhaps, been too readily ^ 
" passed in England, were yet limited to some particular manun ^ ' 
facture, which they' were designed to encourage. Many of 



26 OT/S*S SPEECH OX WRITS OF ASSISTANCE, 



them were brought from different reigns, in which the rights 
of the subject were treated with little ceremony, in favour of 
establishing particular manufactures, and of destroying foreign 
rivalship, yet all these acts were confined to the realm, and 
their operation to very narrow limits within it. "The wit, 
the humour, the irony, the satire played off, by Mr. Otis, in 
his observations on these acts of navigation, Dutch Bays, and 
Kidderminster stuffs," "it would be madness in me," says Mr. 
Adams, " to pretend to remember with any accuracy. But I 
do say, that Horace's Irritate mttlcct^ verts krroribus impUt^ 
was never exemplified in my hearing with so great effect." 
All the statutes were noticed from Charles II. to George III. 
inclusive, that the crown officers thought could be made to 
bear on the question. In the examination of these statutes, 
and especially of those called the acts of trade, he illustrated 
their spirit and tendency, by many references to Child, Gee, 
Ashley, and Davenant, whose works on Trade, and the Colo- 
nies, were a commentary on these acts. He shewed by many 
sound and striking observations, how unjust, oppressive, and 
impracticable they were; that they never had been and never 
could be executed; and asserted what must have then been 
considered rather extravagant, though it was doubtless true, 
"that if the King of Great Britain in person were encamped 
on Boston Common, at the head of twenty thousand men, with 
all his navy on our coast, he would not be able to execute these 
laws. They would be resisted or eluded." When he came to 
the consideration, of "an act for the better security and 
encouraging the trade of his Majesty's sugar Colonies in 
America," passed the 6th year of George II. which imposed 
a very heavy duty on foreign sugar and molasses, and which 
statute contains the following language; "we, your Majesty's 
most dutiful and loyal subjects, the Commons of Great Britain, 
assembled in parliament, have given and granted unto your 
Majesty, the several and respective duties hereinafter men- 
tioned," he laid down maxims which, thenceforward became 
current enough. He demonstrated the importance of these two 
articles of molasses and sugar, the former of which, especially, 
was connected inseparably with the fisheries, with aljnpst all 
the commerce of we colony, as well at its manufactoreslmd^ 
Oiigriculture, and he observed by calculation the great amount * 
/ q^ revenue that would be raised by it. He further idvanced 
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principles, that must have been heard by his audience with 
very strong, but very different emotions, when "he asserted 
this act to be a revenue law, a taxation law, made by a foreign 
legislature, without our consent, and by a legislature who had 
no feeling for us, and whose interest prompted them to tax us 
to the quick." 

I1ie last ground taken by him in commenting on these later 
acts of trade, was their incomixitibility with the charter of the 
Colony. He went over the history of the charters. " Neither 
the first James nor Charles could be supi>osed to intend, that 
Parliament, which they both hated more than they did the 
Pope or the French king, should share with them in the gov- 
ernment of colonies instituted by their royal prerogative." 
"Tom, Dick and Harry were not to censure them in their 
council." Pym, Hampden, Sir Harry Vane and Cromwell, 
did not surely wish to subject a country, which they sought as 
an asylum, to the arbitrary jurisdiction of a country, from 
which they wished to fly. Charles the second had learned by 
dismal, doleful experience, that parliaments were not to be 
wholly despised. He therefore endeavoured to associate par- 
liament with himself, in his navigation act, and many others 
of his despotic projects, even in that of destroying by his 
unlimited licentiousness and debauchery, the moral character 
of the nation. In pointing out the violent infringement of 
the charters, from Dummer's defence of the New England 
charters, he bestowed many just praises on that excellent work. 

In thus adverting to the hittory of the charters and the colony, 
he fell naturally on the merit of its founders, in undertaking 
so perilous, arduous, and almost desperate an enterprise; in 
"disforesting bare creation"; in conciliating and necessarily 
contending with Indian natives, in purchasing, rather than con- 
quering, a quarter of the globle [globe] at their own expense, 
the sweat of their own brows, at the hazard and sacri^ce of 
their own lives; without the smallest aid, assisUnce or comfort 
from the government of England, or from England itself at a 
nation. On the contrary, meeting with constant jealousy, 
envy, intrigue against their charter, their religion, and all 
their privileges. He reproached the nation, parliament, and 
king with injustice, illiberality, ingratitude, and oppression 
in their conduct towards this country, in a style of oratory that 
I never beard equalled in this or any other country. 
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After the close of his argument, the Court adjourned for 
consideration, and at the close of the term, Chief Justice 
Hutchinson pronounced the opinion: "The Court has con- 
sidered the subject of writs of assistance, and can see no 
foundation for such a writ; but as the practise in I'^ngland is 
not known, it has been thought best to continue the question 
to the next term, that in the mean time opportunity may be 
given to know the result."* No cause in the annals of colo- 
nial jurisprudence had hitherto excited more public interest; 
and none had given rise to such powerful arguments. When 
the i)rofound learning of the advocate, the powers of wit, 
fancy and pathos, with which he could copiously illustrate and 
adorn that learning, and the ardent character of^his eloquence, 
are considered; and that the disposition to serve his clients, 
whose cause he had undertaken to defend gratuitously, was not 
probably lessened by the instant conviction that his family had, 
with a view to this very cause, been injured by the api)oint- 
ment of the presiding judge, and that his belief in the 
importance of the subject must have been certainly enforced 
by all the personal sacrifices he had made on this occasion, 
together with the obloquy and ill will of the people in power 
which would follow his course; and, above all, a deep fore- 
sight of the meditated oppression and tyranny that would bo 
gratified by the success of this hateful application — when all 
these circumstances are recalled, the power and magnificence 
of this oration may be imagined. With a knowledge of the 
topics that were involved, and ♦he fearless energy with which 
they were developed and elucidated, the tin;e when it occurred, 
itnd the accompanying circumstances; every person will join 
wi'ii President Adams when he says : " I do say in the most 
solemn manner, that Mr. Otis* oration against writs of 
assistance, breathed into this nation the breath of life." 

* When the next term came, Mr. Adams says, *' No judgment was pro- 
nounced, nothing was said about writs of assistance. But it was generally 
reported and understood that the Court clandestinely granted them, and the 
custom house officers had them in their pockets, thougli I never knew that they 
dared to r>roduce and execute them in any one instance.'* Minot's history says. 
**The writ of assistance was granted," and refers to the court records for 
authority : yet this was probably a mere form to save the pride of the admin- 
istration ; and as nothing was afterwards heard of this odious instrument, Presi- 
dent Adams's opbiton is unquestionably correct, '* that they never dared to 
«(ecttte them," 
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6. Tudor's concluding Remarks — Chapter VII. 
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In addition to the deep anxiety, which such a question as 
that of "Writs of Assistance," involving so extensively, not i 

only pecuniary concerns, but political and civil rights, must 
inevitably have created; this trial was also accompanied with 
a |)cculiar interest, arising out of incidental circumstances of 
a personal nature, some of which have been already mentioned. 
There were others very striking. Otis was the pupil of Grid- 
ley, for whose character he felt a high respect, and for whose 
instniction he was sincerely grateful : and he never lost sight 
of these feelings in the course of the trial. "It was," says, 
the venerable witness so often quoted, "a moral spectacle 
more affecting to me than any I have ever since seen upon 
the stage, to observe a pupil treating his master with all the 
deference, respect, esteem and affection of a son to a father, 
and that without the least affectation; while he baffled and 
confounded all his authorities, confuted all his arguments, 
and reduced him to-silence ! " Nor was a suitable return want- 
ing on the part of the master. The same observer in another 
place remarks; "The crowj), hy its agenta, accumulated con- 
struction upon construction, and inference u|>on inference, as 
the giants heaped Pclion upon Ossa. I hope it is not impious 
or profane to compare Otis to 0\'id's Jupiter; but, ptisso ful* 
tnine frff^it Olympum^ et exnissit siibjccio Pelio Ossam. He 
dashed this whole building to pieces, and scattered the pul- 
verized atoms to the four winds; and no judge, hMyttf or 
crown officer dared to say, why do ye so? " 

"In plain English, by cool, patient comparison of the 
phraseology of these statutes, their several provisions, the 
dates of their enactments, the privileges of our charters, 
the merits of the Colonists, &c. he shewed the pretensions to 
introduce the revenue acts, and these arbitrary and mechanical 
Writs of Assistance, as an instrument for the execution of 
them, to Ik so irrational ; by his wit he represented the attempt 
as so ludicrous and ridiculous; and by his dignified reproba- 
tion of an impudent attempt to im])ose on the people of 
America, he raised such a storm of indignation, that even 
Hutchinson, who had been appointed on purpose to sanction 
this writ, dared not utter a word in its favour, and Mr. Grid- 
\ty himself seemed to me to exult inwardly at the glory mmI 
tnumph of his pupil." 
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In order that a student may receive the most profit from the stndr of 
Geometry he should learn to reason for himself. The method of teaching 
Geometry by which pupils simply commit to memory a stated number of 
propositions is not conducive to a rapid development of the reasoning 
powers. On the other hand, a pupil may be taught from the outset to 
think out the reasons for the different steps in a demonstration, and re« 
ceive assistance only irhCfC hc i' JiCt-JhlM? to discover readily the reasons 
by himself. Such is the method adopted in this book, wnich laTthe^ 
product of years of successful application of this method of teaching In 
the class-room, and is in the direct line of the methods advocated by the 
leading educators of the present day. 
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• • It recommends itself by its brevity and conciseness; the plan followed 
after the first book of allowing the student to do his own proving is 
valuable, and it must, on this account, become an important help in a 
real teacher's hands."— 7<»^ii y. Sfkohin^er. ike Jian*ard SchooL 
Chicago^ JIL 

•• You seem to have struck the ideal mid-ground between the ex- 
trcmists."— Crt^r// Parsons Tihbets, mHiston Seminary. Easikampton^ 

•• It seems to me that your plan of forcing the pupil to think by giving 
him only an outline of the proofs is excellent."— ilAunW Bochtt. Asst. 
Professor of Mathematics in Harvard University, 

•• Its many problems of computation, besides over nine hundred cxcr- 
rises, furnish supplemcnUry work necessary for the class. The problems 
at the end of the several books clinch the principles brought out in the 
iemonstration of the theorems."— 7. 7. Unger, Fineldn/, AT. y. 

•• I have obtained excellent resulu by employing the method used 
therein."- fT. Z. Fletcher^ Foxeroft, Afe. 

•• It leaves something for the teacher to do and something for ♦he 
pupil to find out for himself."— J/iV/ EIl,n Suttivan, J/ig% Sc*aoi^ 

A. LOVELL & COMPANY, Publithen, 

3 Ea»t 14th St., New York. 
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An epoch in public affairs may be dated from this trial. 
Political parties became more distinctly formed, and their 
8e\'enil adherents were more marked and decided, llie nature 
of ultra-marine jurisdiction began to be closely examined; the 
question respecting raising a revenue fully discussed. V\t 
right of the British parliament to im|)ose taxes was openly 
denied. ''Taxation without representation is tyranny/' was 
tiiC maxim, that was the guide and watch word of all the friends 
of liberty. The crown officers and their followers adopted 
openly the pretensions of the British ministry and parliament, 
and considering their power to be irresistible, appealed to the 
selfishness of those who might be expectants of patronage, r.nd 
to the fears of all quiet and timid minds, to adopt a blind 
submission, as the only safe or reasom^ble alternative. Otis 
took the side of his country, and as has been shewn, under 
circumstances that made his decision irrevocable. He was 
transferred at once from the ranks of private life, not merely 
to take the side, but to be the guide and leader of his coun- 
try, in opposition to the designs of the British ministry. 
^ Although " says President Adams, '' Mr. Otis had never before 
interfere in pub\ic affaira, his exertions on this single occa- 
sion secured hiro a commanding popularity wi\h the friends 
of their country, and the terror and vengeance of her enemir^; 
neither of which ever deserted him."— Tudor's OHs^ ^ 
5«-90. 
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This manual on Punctuation contains all the rules and exceptions on 
this important but much neglected subject. The proper use of each point 
Is practically illustrated by numerous examples in sentences so constructed 
as to show clearly the correct application of these rules. 
'*T?tfp5P*^(ItIy ©rihis book will do much to counteract the tendency to 
errors in the use of punctuation marks— errors that arc so common, and 
that spoil so much that would otherwise be good. 

The treatment of the subject is condensed and thoroughly covered. 
It will be found very helpful to all who write for the press, and especially 
to the Inrge number of correspondents and stenographers whose letters 
should show a proper use of "points." 
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'* This is one of the best helps to punctuation that has been prepared 
for the class and the individual. It is clear, concise, well illustrated, 
and every way \\t\ipi\xV*'^Joitrnai of Education, 

** A useful little manual for all who write for the press, for corre- 
spondents, stenographers and typewriters. It is especially commendable 
for its clearness and simplicity of language and treatment. A little carr ful 
study of these few concise pnges will do much to put* the whole subject 
in a clear light, and will repay any writer who feels, as so many do, 
vague and uncertain as to what is really correct." — Tfif Christian Advocate, 

** A compact and useful little book which does not deal so much with 
the philosophy of punctuation as with its practical side.*' — The Daily 
Times^ Hartford, 

** We wish that ever)* one of our correspondents possessed this book. 
There is more good sense in it on punctuation and the proper placing of 
signs to bring out the meaning than we have found in ^any other book, 
and they are so explained that the commonest persons can understand 
^SuOBu* '"Observatory I/iintington, Ind, 
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These Leaflets are designed to promote the scientific method of study* j' 

itkg history from its documents, and furnish in convenient form and at 
a moderate price copies of original documents that have become famous in 
our colonial and constitutional history as the outcome of some important 
crisb, or as exponents of the theories underlying our form of government. 
Each Leaflet contains a brief historical introduction and bibliography to 
aid further investigation by the student. ] 

I.— The Letter of Columbus to Luis de Sant Angd announcing hit \ 

Discovery, with Extracts from his Journal* j , 

t.— The Ostend Manifesto. 1854. ; 

. 5.— -Extracts from the Sagas describbig tlie Voyages to Vinland. 

4,— Extracts from Official Declarations of the United States embodying 

^ the Monroe Doctrine. 1 789-1 891. 

S.^Documents illustrating tlie Territorial Development of the United 

Sutes. 1 765-1 769. 
6.— Extracts from official Papers relating to the Bering Sea Contioversj, 

1 790-1 893. 
7.— The Articles of Confederation of the United Colonies o£ New 

England. 1645-1684. 
8.— Exact Texl of the Constitution of the United Sutes. /^wsi M# 

Originai Afanuscripis. 1787-1870. 
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lo.^Govemor McDuffie*s Message on the Slavery Question. i835« 
itT— Jefferson's Proposed Instructions to the Virginia Delegates, X774, 
and the Original Draft of the Declaration of Independence, 1776, 
xa.— Ordinances of .Secession and other Documents. z86o-i86i« 
13. — Coronado*s Journey to New Mexico and the Great Plains. 1540-41. 
14.— Plans of Union. 1696-1 78a 
15.— The Viiginia and Kentucky ResolntionSt with the Alien, Sedition 

•and other Acts. X79d-I799. . 
16.— Documents illustrating the Territorial Development of the United 

Sutes. Z584-XV74* ^ 

17.— Documents relating to the Kansas-Nebraska Act. 1854. 
xS.'— Lincoln*! Inaugural and First Message to Congiest. z86x« 
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19.^Extracu from the Navigation Acu. 1645-1696. 
20.-7The Exact Text of the Articles of Confederation, with the Franklin and 
r Dicldnson Drafts.. Fr^m tki Originai MantucripuV^^lTl^Vt^l. 
"^ 21.— The Stamp Act. 1765. 

23.— Documents illustrating Sute Land Claims and Cessions. 1776-1802. 
. 2§p^Extracts from the Dred Scott Decision. 1857. . 
24^DocumenU relatiYe to the Bank Controversy. 182)^1838. 
. 25.— Extracu from the Massachusetts Body of Liberties. 1641. 
26.— Extracts from Lincoln's Sute Papers. Dec 1861-March 1865. 
27.— The Early History oi Virginia. ExtracU from John Smith's Trmi 

Relation^ etc. 
1^.— Proposals to Amend the Articles of Confederation. 1780-1787. 
2^— The Early History of Plymouth. Extracts from Bradford and Mount. 
80.— Constitutional Doctrines of Webster, Hayne, and Calhoun. I&d8-1888. 
^Sl.^Extracts from John Winthrop*s History of New England. 
82.— Documents relating to Territorial AdministratfcNi. 1778-1700. 
-i:33.—JamesOtisand the Wriu of Assistance. ' 
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reach large libraries, or by school dassea without the time or ability to find and ooosult the 
State papers."— Jlaa4 JVmm; 

ofthe 



- '* Designed to enooitrage the method of studying and teachbg History by means 
eriginai sources.*'— h^isMA^^iM#rM»«i ^AM^ir^y ^/W«^^^ 

** These leaflets art valuable aids to the sdentiflc study of history through its important 
documenu ; state papers which have had a distinct influence on the co nd u c t of the staU 
Mng published in this form at a tfifliag €eat.**-«S^i^tlC«Jtf ^t^^«(i^^ 

'* They teem to me to be exacdy what wa> astds d .**— C K Fmrmii^ FmUUmi^ CttmUm 
liUrmiimHUmii^ f^ Pimim^ N. Y. 

* It s e s ms to me that your History Leaflets ought to be fa the hands of eveiyp r qg r esi W e 
iom History.**-^. A IHiiimgkmm, Ptimd^ ^ SckmU^ Ctrmm^. Y. 



A. LOVBUL * CO., PttMl 
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